
English
Key Stage Three Curriculum
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Year 7 Greek Mythology

Students will study a range of Greek 

Myths. They will consider the 

purpose of myths and examine the 

ways the writers use language to 

present characters. They will be 

looking at narrative structure so 

that they can use the features in 

their own short stories.

A Monster Calls

Students will read this 

modern fantasy novel 

involving themes of loss and 

grief. They will understand 

the writer’s purpose and 

know how characters are 

shaped and developed over 

the course of the novel and 

how this affects our reading 

of the text. They will also be 

able to show an awareness of 

the narrative point of view 

and understand the ways 

writers use language and 

structure for effect. To 

understand the writer’s 

purpose 

Shakespeare: Much Ado 

About Nothing

Students learn about William 

Shakespeare and why we 

study his writing.

They will study the play and 

will learn about stagecraft and 

the conventions of dramatic 

comedy. They will develop 

knowledge of what life was 

like when Shakespeare was 

writing and how this is 

reflected in the plays.

They will begin to understand 
the ways writers create 
characters with language.

Poetry: Character Anthology

Students will study a range of 

poetry from different time 

periods  and poets. They will 

examine the ways poets use 

language to create characters. 

They will also know the 
characteristics of different forms 
of poetry and their purpose (e.g. 
Ballad, Free verse etc.) and how 
poets use language to create 
effects. Students will also 
develop knowledge of how poets 
use structure for effect in poetry. 
They will also be able to 
compare poems by themes/ 
attitudes/ ideas.

Assessment Reading: WHAT, HOW, WHY 

paragraphs

Writing: Constructing two short 

stories

Reading: WHAT, HOW, WHY 
response
Writing: Write an empathetic 
diary entry

Reading: WHAT, HOW, WHY 
response
Writing: Writing two news 
article (non-fiction)

Reading: WHAT, HOW, WHY 
responses show a comparison of 
two poems by theme/ ideas
Writing: A poem based on 
character/ identity/ voice
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Year 8 Gothic Literature Anthology

Students will study a collection of 

extracts from the Gothic Literature 

genre.  They will learn about the 

conventions of this type of writing 

and the context in which it was 

written. They will also analyse 

language and understand the 

effects it creates.

George Orwell's Animal Farm

Students will know the 

conventions of an allegorical 

novel. They develop their 

knowledge of how language 

is used to create suspense 

and tension. They will also 

understand the context of 

the novel and how this 

impacts plot and characters.

Shakespeare’s Romeo and 

Juliet

Students will know about 
William Shakespeare and why 
we study his writing.
They will develop knowledge 
of what life was like when 
Shakespeare was writing and 
how this is reflected in the 
plays.
They will also understand the 
ways writers create characters 
with language
and develop their knowledge 

of stagecraft and audience 
reaction.

Crime Writing

Students will know the 
conventions of the crime writing 
genre and how language is used 
in crime writing to create effects
They will also develop their 
understand the context 
(historical and social) of when 
the text was written and when/ 
where it is set.
They will also begin to know 
what other pieces of literature 
and concepts affected the 
writer’s message (purpose) –
and consider why crime fiction 
is so popular even to this day?

Assessment Reading: WHAT, HOW, WHY 

responses.

Writing: Two creative writing as 

inspired by an image

Reading: WHAT, HOW, WHY 
responses
Writing: Two empathetic 
diary entries.

Reading: WHAT, HOW, WHY 
responses
Writing: Writing a speech

Reading: WHAT, HOW, WHY 
responses 
Writing: A short story linked to 
the genre



Students will learn about the 
conventions of the dystopian genre 
and know how language is used in 
dystopian genre to create effects. 
They will also understand the 
context (historical and social) of 
when the text was written and 
when/ where it is set.
Students will also understand 
features of a dual narrative and how 
it is structured.

Students will gain some 
knowledge about the writer 
and their purpose. Students 
will also develop contextual 
knowledge surrounding 
when the poem was written 
and set (historical, religious, 
social).
Students will also know how 
personas are shaped and 
developed over the course of 
the poem and how this 
affects our understanding of 
the poem. They will also 
develop knowledge of how 
poets use language to create 
a lyrical effect and how 
poets use structure for 
effect. Students will also be 
able to compare poems by 
themes/ attitudes/ ideas.

Students will understand the 
ways writers develop 
characters, settings and 
themes through the use of 
linguistic devices.  And 
develop their contextual 
knowledge (historical and 
social) of when the text was 
written and when/ where it is 
set. 
They will also gauge the 
writers’ purpose, message and 
their wider influences and 
know what other pieces of 
literature and concepts 
affected the writer’s message 

Students will know the 
conventions of a 19th century 
ghost story and know the plot, 
characters and main themes. 
They will also develop their 
knowledge of the historical and 
social context of the text and 
understand the writer’s 
purpose.

Assessment Reading: WHAT, HOW, WHY  
responses 
Writing: Write a monologue from 
the perspective of two characters

Reading: WHAT, HOW, WHY  
responses 
Writing: Write a written 
response (analytical) and a 
poem

Reading: 
Writing: Writing portfolio

Reading: WHAT, HOW, WHY  
responses 
Writing:  Two Exam responses



Year 7 English: Myths and Legends

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know the origins and 
characteristics of myths and 
legends

• To know the story of various 
myths and legends including 
Beowulf,  Greek myth and  
Arthurian legends 

• To know how language is used 
in myths and legends to 
present key characters and 
setting and create tension.

• To know and understand a 
range of subject specific 
terminology

• To know the historical and social context of the particular 
myth or legend and how this impacts on the style and 
content of the writing.

• To know the five purposes of myths and legends
1. To explain how things came to be
2. To teach lessons or values
3. To unify a group or define a group's identity
4. To explain social or religious rituals
5. To entertain

Students can infer meaning and find quotations from the 
text to support their ideas.
Students can write a WHAT, HOW, WHY response
Students can plan and write an entertaining piece of 
creative writing in the style of a myth or legend.



Year 7 English : A Monster Calls Novel

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know how characters are shaped and 
developed over the course of the novel and 
how this affects our reading of the text

• To be able to show an awareness of the 
narrative point of view

• To understand the ways writers use language 
and structure for effect

• To understand the writer’s purpose.

• To develop skills in inferring meaning from a 
text

• To be able to select and use appropriate 
textual references to support inference

• To know and use subject specific 
terminology accurately

• To know how writers create suspense/ 
tension through use of language and 
structure.

• Students can infer meaning and find quotations from 
the text to support their ideas.

• Students can write a WHAT, HOW, WHY response using 
some subject specific terminology and developing an 
argument

• Students can write an empathetic diary entry from the 
perspective of a character



Year 7 English: Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know about William 
Shakespeare and why we 
study his writing.

• To know what life was like 
when Shakespeare was 
writing and how this is 
reflected in the plays.

• To understand the ways 
writers create characters with 
language

• To understand stagecraft and 
audience reaction.

• To develop skills in inferring meaning from a text with 
appropriate use of textual references

• To comment on the writer’s intentions (purpose) through 
exploration of key themes

• To know and use some subject specific terminology
• To be able to make contextual links (historical/ social)

• Students can write two news articles (non-fiction) 
based on events within the play.

• Students can write a WHAT, HOW, WHY response using 
some subject specific terminology, examining a theme 
from the play using quotations to support their ideas.



Year 7 English: Character Poetry Anthology

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know the characteristics of different 
forms of poetry and their purpose (e.g. 
Ballad, Free verse etc.)

• To know how poets use language to create 
effects

• To know how poets use structure for effect 
in poetry

• To be able to compare poems by themes/ 
attitudes/ ideas

• To develop skills in inferring meaning from a 
text with appropriate use of textual references

• To use some subject specific terminology in 
analytical responses

• To begin to show an understanding of how to 
compare poems through similarities and 
differences.

• Students can structure a poem based on their 
character/ voice (this can be about them/ a topic 
important to them)

• Students can write WHAT, HOW, WHY responses to 
show an analytical response about a poem from the 
anthology



Year 8 English: Gothic Literature

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know the conventions of the 
gothic genre and the associated 
subject terminology

• To know how to infer  explicit and 
implicit meanings

• To enjoy reading texts that are 
created for suspense and tension

• To know how language is used in 
gothic fiction to create effects

• To know some of the techniques 
writers use to create tension and 
suspense

• To understand the context (historical and social) of 
Gothic fiction 

• To develop skills in inferring meaning from a text
• To be able to select and use appropriate textual 

references to support inference
• To know and use subject specific terminology 

accurately
• To know how writers create suspense/ tension 

through use of language and structure
• To compare two gothic fiction scenes and how key 

characters are presented 
• To construct clear and coherent ‘WHAT HOW WHY 

responses to key passages.

• Students will write two creative writing pieces based on 
an image

• Students can write a WHAT, HOW, WHY response using 
some subject specific terminology, examining a theme 
from the play using quotations to support their ideas.



Year 8 English: Animal Farm by George Orwell

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know the conventions of 
an allegorical novel

• To know how language is 
used to create tension and 
suspense.

• To understand the context of 
the noveland how this 
impacts on the plot and 
characters.

• To develop skills in inferring meaning from a text
• To be able to select and use appropriate textual 

references to support inference
• To know and use subject specific terminology 

accurately
• To know how writers create suspense/ tension 

through use of language and structure.
• To construct clear and coherent ‘WHAT HOW WHY 

responses to key passages.

• Students can write a WHAT, HOW, WHY response using some 
subject specific terminology, examining a theme or character 
from the novel using quotations to support their ideas.

• Write an empathetic diary entry from the perspective of a 
character about a significant event



Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know about William Shakespeare 
and why we study his writing.

• To know what life was like when 
Shakespeare was writing and how this 
is reflected in the plays.

• To understand the ways writers create 
characters with language

• To understand stagecraft and audience 
reaction.

• To develop skills in inferring meaning from a text 
with appropriate use of textual references

• To comment on the writer’s intentions (purpose) 
through exploration of key themes

• To know and use some subject specific 
terminology

• To be able to make contextual links (historical/ 
social)

• To develop an understanding of how to write an 
essay

• To construct clear and coherent ‘WHAT HOW WHY 
responses to key passages.

• Students can write a WHAT, HOW, WHY response using 
some subject specific terminology, examining a theme 
or character from the play using quotations to support 
their ideas.

• Write a speech from the perspective of a character 
about a significant event

Year 8 English: Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet



Year 8 English: Crime Writing Anthology

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know the conventions of the crime 
writing genre

• To know how language is used in crime 
writing to create effects

• To understand the context (historical 
and social) of when the text was 
written and when/ where it is set.

• To know what other pieces of 
literature and concepts affected the 
writer’s message (purpose) -Why is 
crime fiction so popular even to this 
day?

• To develop skills in inferring meaning from a text
• To be able to select and use appropriate textual 

references to support inference
• To know and use subject specific terminology 

accurately
• To know how writers create suspense/ tension 

through use of language and structure
• To construct clear and coherent ‘WHAT HOW WHY 

responses to key passages.

• Students can plan and write a short story using the 
conventions of crime writing

• Students can write an essay (WHAT, HOW, WHY) 
examining the writer’s use of language to create a 
character



Year 9 English: Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know the conventions of the dystopian 
genre

• To know how language is used in dystopian 
genre to create effects

• To understand the context (historical and 
social) of when the text was written and 
when/ where it is set.

• To understand features of a dual narrative 
and how it is structured.

• To develop skills in inferring meaning from a 
text and be able to support analysis with 
relevant textual references

• To use some subject specific terminology in 
analytical responses

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ religious/ social)

• To construct clear and coherent ‘WHAT 
HOW WHY responses to key passages.

• Students will write a monologue from the perspective of 
a character about a significant event

• Students can write a WHAT, HOW, WHY response using 
some subject specific terminology, examining a theme or 
character from the novel using quotations to support 
their ideas.



Year 9 English : Poetry Anthology

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To gain some knowledge about the writer 
and their purpose

• To understand the context of when and why 
the poem was written/ set (historical, 
religious, social)

• To know how personas are shaped and 
developed over the course of the poem and 
how this affects our understanding of the 
poem

• To know how poets use language to create a 
lyrical effect

• To know how poets use structure for effect in 
poetry

• To be able to compare poems by themes/ 
attitudes/ ideas

• To develop skills in inferring meaning from 
the poem with appropriate use of textual 
references

• To use some subject specific terminology in 
analytical responses

• To show an understanding of how to 
compare poems through similarities/ 
differences, themes/ ideas. 

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ religious/ social)

• To construct clear and coherent ‘WHAT 
HOW WHY responses to key passages.

• Students can create their own poem 
• Students can write a WHAT, HOW, WHY response using 

some subject specific terminology, examining a theme or 
character from the novel using quotations to support 
their ideas.



Year 9 English : Non-Fiction writing anthology: writing portfolio

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To understand the ways writers develop 
characters, settings and themes through the 
use of linguistic devices. 

• To understand the context (historical and 
social) of when the text was written and 
when/ where it is set. 

• To gauge the writers’ purpose, message and 
their wider influences

• To know what other pieces of literature and 
concepts affected the writer’s message 

• To comment on the writer’s use of devices 
and the effect they have on readers 
(language, structure, themes and ideas)

• To apply subject specific terminology when 
discussing the text

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ religious/ social)

• To construct clear and coherent ‘WHAT 
HOW WHY responses to selected extracts. 

• Students can write a WHAT, HOW, WHY response using 
some subject specific terminology, examining a theme or 
character from the novel using quotations to support 
their ideas.

• Students will create a writing portfolio of their written 
best work



Year 9 English : The Writing of Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know the conventions of a 19th century 
ghost story

• To know the plot, characters and main 
themes 

• To understand the historical and social 
context of the text

• To understand the writer’s purpose

• To develop skills in inferring meaning from a 
text and be able to support analysis with 
relevant textual references

• To develop skills in GCSE style responses to 
a text

• To use some subject specific terminology in 
analytical responses

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ religious/ social)

• To construct clear and coherent ‘WHAT 
HOW WHY responses to key passages.

• Students can write an essay (WHAT, HOW, WHY) 
examining the writer’s use of language about a character 
or theme


