
English
Key Stage Three Curriculum
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Year 7 Myths and Legends

Students will study a range of Myths 

and Legends including Beowulf,  

Greek myths, Arthurian legends etc. 

They will consider the purpose of 

myths and legends and examine the 

ways the writers use language to 

present characters.

The works of Charles Dickens

Students will study extracts 

from Dickens’ novels.  They 

will consider the time 

Dickens was writing and the 

impact this had on the 

characters and themes.

Shakespeare: Much Ado 

About Nothing

Students will study the play 

and will learn about stagecraft 

and the conventions of 

dramatic comedy

Poetry: Character Anthology

Students will study a range of 

poetry from different time 

periods  and poets. They will 

examine the ways poets use 

language to create characters. 

Assessment Reading: PETAL responses

Writing: Creative writing based on 

the conventions of Myths and 

Legends

Reading: Essay response
Writing: A completed new 
scene focusing on descriptive 
writing skills

Reading: Essay response
Writing: A dramatic 
monologue for a key 
character.

Reading: PETAL responses show 
a comparison of two poems by 
theme/ ideas
Writing: A poem based on 
character/ identity/ voice
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Year 8 Gothic Literature Anthology

Students will study a collection of 

extracts from the Gothic Literature 

genre.  They will learn about the 

conventions of this type of writing.

Shakespeare’s Romeo and 

Juliet

Students will study the play 

and extend their knowledge 

of stagecraft.  They will learn 

about the features of a 

dramatic tragedy.

Modern Novel Study: A 

Monster Calls by Patrick Ness

Students will study the novel.  

They will consider the 

structure and themes and the 

ways that writers use language 

to create characters.

19th Century Crime Writing

Students will study some 

Sherlock Holmes short stories 

by Arthur Conan Doyle. They 

will learn about crime writing in 

the Victorian era.

Assessment Reading: Comparative essay

Writing: The opening of a gothic 

novel/ scene

Reading: Essay response
Writing: Write a persuasive 
speech arguing a clear point 
of view. 

Reading: Essay response
Writing: Producing a review of 
the class novel. 

Reading: PETAL responses 
Writing: Producing an article 
(using Sherlock Holmes as a 
springboard). 
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Year 9 Novel study: The Lord of the Flies by 

William Golding

Students will study the novel and 

consider the themes and ideas 

conveyed in the text.  They will 

analyse the writer’s purpose.

What do good writers so?

Students will analyse a wide 

range of extracts from 

different writers and 

different time periods.  They 

will consider the ways 

writers are influenced by 

events and ideas and how 

this is reflected in their 

writing.

Poetry from different cultures

Students will study from a 

collection of poets from a 

wide range of cultures.  They 

will examine the historical and 

social context of the poems 

and analyse the writer’s 

purpose.

Shakespeare’s Macbeth

Students will commence their 

study   of this GCSE English 

Literature text.  They will study 

the historical and social context 

and consider the impact on the 

audience in Shakespeare’s time 

and today.

Assessment Reading: Evaluative essay
Writing: Write a speech arguing a 
clear point of view.

Reading: PETAL responses
Writing: Write a short story 

Reading: Comparative essay 
Writing: Spoken Language 
GCSE- Producing a speech 

Reading: PETAL responses 
Writing:  Write a persuasive 
speech as Lady Macbeth. 



Year 7 English: Myths and Legends

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know the origins and 
characteristics of myths and 
legends

• To know the story of various 
myths and legends including 
Beowulf,  Greek myth and  
Arthurian legends 

• To know how language is used 
in myths and legends to 
present key characters and 
setting and create tension.

• To know and understand a 
range of subject specific 
terminology

• To know the historical and social context of the particular 
myth or legend and how this impacts on the style and 
content of the writing.

• To know the five purposes of myths and legends
1. To explain how things came to be
2. To teach lessons or values
3. To unify a group or define a group's identity
4. To explain social or religious rituals
5. To entertain

Students can infer meaning and find quotations from the 
text to support their ideas.
Students can write a PETAL response (Point, Evidence, 
Technique, Analysis, Link)
Students can plan and write an entertaining piece of 
creative writing in the style of a myth or legend.



Year 7 English : The Works of Charles Dickens

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To understand the ways writers create 
characters with the language they use

• To know how to infer meaning from an 
extract of a text.

• To know and understand a range of subject 
specific terminology

• To know some of the key features that are 
common in Dickens’ writing e.g. detailed 
characterisation, varied sentence lengths etc.

• To know who Charles Dickens was and why 
we study his writing

• To know what life was like in Victorian 
London and how this is reflected in Dickens’ 
writing

• To know about the Poor Law and the effects 
on people living in poverty in Victorian 
England

• To know about crime and punishment in 
Victorian England

• To understand Dickens’ purpose in writing 
the novels he wrote.

• Students can construct as new scene from the novel 
independently drawing on understanding of Dickens’ 
style of writing (varied sentence structures and detailed 
descriptions). 

• Students can write an essay using PETAL paragraphs 
using some subject specific terminology and developing 
an argument



Year 7 English: Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know how to read a play in 
Shakespeare’s language

• To understand the ways 
writers create characters with 
language

• To understand stagecraft and 
audience response

• To apply a modern day 
reading of the play and its 
characters

• To know how to read a play 
aloud with expression and 
intonation

• To know what life was like when Shakespeare was writing 
and how this is reflected in the plays.

• To know about William Shakespeare and why we study his 
writing.

• To know the conventions of a playscript and the subject 
specific terminology that is related to it e.g. entrances and 
exits, soliloquy, asides etc.

• Students can write a dramatic monologue in the voice 
of one of the characters from the play

• Students can write an essay examining a theme from 
the play using evidence in the form of quotations from 
the text.



Year 7 English: Character Poetry Anthology

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• How to infer meaning from reading the 
poem

• How to choose and use evidence from a 
poem to support inferences

• Understand how the writer uses language to 
present a character

• How to develop our contextual information 
to develop our understanding of the poem

• How poetic devices are used to create 
effects in a poem

• Know subject specific terminology related to 
poetry

• Know and understand contextual background 
information about each poet and the context 
they were writing in

• To know the purpose of writing poetry is to 
express thoughts, feelings and emotions

• Students can structure a poem based on their character/ 
voice (this can be about them/ a topic important to 
them)

• Students can write PETAL responses to show a 
comparison of two poems by theme/ ideas



Year 8 English: Gothic Literature

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know the conventions of the 
gothic genre and the associated 
subject terminology

• To know how to infer  explicit and 
implicit meanings

• To enjoy reading texts that are 
created for suspense and tension

• To know how language is used in 
gothic fiction to create effects

• To know some of the techniques 
writers use to create tension and 
suspense

• To understand the context (historical and social) of 
Gothic fiction 

• To understand the prevailing appeal of the genre and 
how it has changed and developed over the years.

• To know the key information about each of the 
writers studied

• Students can create a suspenseful opening to a 
modern- day gothic fiction story by drawing on 
conventions from other writers of the genre 

• Student can write a comparative essay comparing two 
different pieces of gothic literature



Year 8 English: Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To read, enjoy and 
understand a complete 
Shakespeare play

• To apply a modern day 
reading of the play and its 
characters

• To understand the ways 
writers create characters with 
language

• To understand stagecraft and 
audience reaction

• To know subject specific 
terminology

• To know how to read aloud 
with expression and 
intonation

• To know how to write and 
deliver a speech

• Understand the cultural significance of William 
Shakespeare and his place in our literary heritage

• To understand the context of the play and how this 
affects the plot

• To consider the key themes of the play: love, 
revenge, conflict and consider who these themes 
are timeless therefore the play is still relevant 
today

Students can plan and write a clear speech in preparation for a class 
debate on a set topic concerning the theme of the play
Students can write an essay on how a key theme of the play is 
presented and developed



Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know how characters are shaped 
and developed over the course of the 
novel and how this affects our reading 
of the text

• To be able to show an awareness of the 
narrative point of view

• To understand the ways writers use 
language and structure for effect

• To understand the writer’s purpose 

• To understand the context of when the text was 
written/ set (historical, religious, social)

• To understand some background information 
about the writer and why the novel was written

• To examine the concept of grief/ serious illness 
and its affects upon a family

• Students can write a review of the novel using 
appropriate vocabulary and grammar

• Students can write an essay examining  the character of 
Conor in the novel and are able to find the appropriate 
quotations to support their ideas.

Year 8 English: Modern Novel A Monster Calls



Year 8 English: 19th Century Literature – Sherlock Holmes

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know the conventions of the crime 
genre

• To know how language is used in crime 
fiction to create effects

• To know what other pieces of 
literature and concepts affected the 
writer’s message (purpose) 

• To understand why crime fiction is still  
so popular even to this day

• To know about the llfe of Arthur Conan Doyle and 
understand the relevant biographical context 
which inspired his creation of the short stories.

• To know about Victorian England, especially class, 
poverty and crime

• To understand the qualities of honesty and justice

• Students can write an article developing their ideas on a 
specific theme

• Students can write an essay examining the writer’s use of 
language to create a character



Year 9 English :Lord of the Flies

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To enjoy reading a challenging novel in its 
entirety

• To know how writers create a specific setting 
with the language they use

• To know the features of an allegory and know 
how this novel conforms to these features

• To know how a writer creates differing 
characters with language

• To know how the context the author was 
writing in and his war time experiences 
impact on the novels key themes and ideas

• To know the big ideas on society and 
civilisation and how these ideas are 
developed in the novel

• To understand the qualities of leadership

• Students can write and deliver a speech on a set topic
• Students can write an evaluative essay examining how a 

key theme is presented and developed in the novel



Year 9 English : What do good writers do?

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To understand the ways writers develop 
characters, settings and themes through the 
use of linguistic devices. 

• To gain understanding of what makes a good 
piece of writing in terms of structure, 
grammar, vocabulary and punctuation

• To gain understanding of different styles of 
writing and how fiction differs from non-
fiction

• To understand the context (historical and 
social) of when the text was written and 
when/ where it is set. 

• To gauge the writers’ purpose, message and 
their wider influences

• Students can plan, write and develop a short story 
inspired by the texts studied in class around the subject 
of ‘Another place, another time’

• Students can confidently discuss/debate the merits of 
certain texts with their peers.



Year 9 English : Poetry from Different Cultures

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To know how personas are shaped and 

developed over the course of the poem and 

how this affects our understanding of the 

poem

• To know how poets use language to create a 

lyrical effect

• To know how poets use structure for effect in 

poetry

• To be able to compare poems by themes/ 

attitudes/ ideas

• To gain some knowledge about each poet 
and their purpose

• To understand the context of when and why 
the poem was written/ set (historical, 
religious, social)

• To gain understanding of the purpose of 
writing in the poetic form

• Students can write a comparative essay comparing 
how a theme is presented in two of the poems they 
have studied

• Students can write and deliver a speech on a topic that 
interests them or they feel strongly about



Year 9 English : Macbeth

Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

• To understand the ways Shakespeare creates 
characters through their language

• To explore key symbolism, themes and ideas 
within the play

• To understand stagecraft and audience 
reaction- applying a modern- day reading. 

• To further develop skills in reading aloud with 
expression and intonation

• To recall what we know about William 
Shakespeare and revisit why we study his 
work.

• To understand the context (historical, 
religious and social) and why Shakespeare 
wrote Macbeth and how this is reflected in 
Macbeth’s characters and events.

• To understand the influence of  King James I 
on the play’s contents and themes 

• To understand the concept of the Divine 
Right of Kings and its importance in the play

• Students can write a persuasive speech in the voice of 
Lady Macbeth

• Students can confidently write PETAL paragraphs to 
formulate an essay independently examining a key 
theme in the play in order to prepare for GCSE English 
Literature


