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YEAR 9  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

PRACTICE PAPER 
 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________ 

 

Class:_________________________________________ 

 

Teacher:________________________________________________ 

 

 

Always fill in your full name, class and teacher before you begin. 

It may sound obvious to you but you’ll be surprised how many students forget to 

write their name!  
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1 – Keyword Questions 
 

These questions are quick and easy. 

You don’t have to write in full sentences for these ones if you are worried about time. 

All keywords are on your knowledge organisers. Any revision should start with keywords because 

they are the foundation upon which the whole topic is built. 

If you don’t know one, skip it and come back to it at the end if you have time left over. The worst 

thing you can do is stress over a keyword for five minutes! 

 

 

1. What is monotheism?         [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

2. What is reincarnation.?         [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

3. What is contraception?         [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

4. What is racial harmony?        [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 
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You may also get some short questions in the keyword section. These are also meant to be quick. At 

two marks per answer, it is an easy way to pick up marks.  

5. Give an example of a government action to promote community cohesion.  [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

6. Identify two ways a Hindu family may prepare for Diwali.    [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

7. What does the swastika represent for Hindus?      [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

8. Give two reasons an annulment may be granted.     [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 
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2 – Describe and Explain 
 

Read the question very carefully. 

Pay attention to the mark value of the question. Very often there will be guidance telling you how 

long to spend on a particular question but a general guide is 1 mark = 1 minute.  

This means that if you have a 6 mark question and you only spend 2 minutes on it, you probably 

haven’t written enough. However, if you spend 10 minutes on it, you are taking too long.  

Timings take some getting used to but practice makes perfect! 

1. Describe what the sacrament of marriage means for Catholics.   [4]  

For 4 marks we can aim for 4 points 

• Catholics believe that as a sacrament, marriage should be permanent which 

means the vows are made for life. ✓ 

• They also believe that marriage is life-giving which means that marriage is 

the right place to have a family. ✓ 

• Catholics believe that marriage is exclusive which means that they have to 

remain faithful. ✓ 

• The promises made in the sacrament of marriage are not just between the 

husband and wife, but include God too.✓ 

 

This answer gets full marks because there are four points describing the what the sacrament of 

marriage is about.  

 

But what if you can’t think of four points? In that case, you can expand on the points you can think 

of to pick up extra marks. You can expand by adding in examples or explaining your point in more 

detail. Have a look at the example below: 

 

Catholics believe that marriage is life-giving which means that marriage is the 

right place to have a family✓. For example, sex is saved for after the wedding and 

contraception is not used so that the couple can have a baby✓.  

Catholics also believe that marriage should be permanent which means the vows are 

made for life✓. This means that divorce is not allowed in the Catholic faith and re-

marriage is considered to be adultery.✓ 

 
In this answer only two points were made. Expanding on these points further earned the extra 

marks. 
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Now try some examples of your own: 

2. Explain how and why attitudes towards gender roles have changed in the UK.  [4] 

 

3. Explain why some Christians are in favour of using artificial contraception and some are 

not.           [6] 

 

4. Describe what similarities and differences there are between Hindu worship in the home 

and in the mandir.          [6] 

 

5. Describe how the ancient Greeks defined different types of love.   [4] 
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3 – Evaluate – Extended Writing 
 

These questions are the longest and there is usually just one of them in the assessment.  

Although they may seem long and daunting, a lot of the marks come from explaining your own 

opinion. As long as you can give reasons for why you think or believe what you do, you can do well 

on these questions. 

Another good thing to do is to explain why some people may disagree with you. 

There will always be instructions breaking the question down for you. 

 

1. “Sex outside of marriage is wrong.”       [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain why some people would agree with this statement. You may wish to 

refer to Bible teachings. 

• Explain why some people would disagree with this statement. 

• Explain which side of the debate you are on and why. 

Each bullet point is a paragraph.  

The first bullet point is guiding you to outline reasons why people would argue against sex outside 

of marriage. Remember that this includes both sex before marriage and adultery. There are lots of 

Bible teachings covering adultery. 

The second bullet point is asking for reasons why people would think sex outside of marriage is ok. 

Again, consider the difference between pre-marital sex and adultery. 

The final bullet point is asking you to explain your opinion. There is no right or wrong here! As 

long as you can give reasons to support your beliefs, you will earn the marks. 
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Try some examples on your own. Over the page is a model answer to give you an idea of what to 

aim for. 

2. “The Catholic Church is right to forbid the ordination of women.”   [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain why some people would agree with this statement. Remember that the 

Catholic Church is not saying that women are inferior to men! 

• Explain why some people would disagree with this statement. You may wish to 

use the Church of England and Liberal Protestants here. 

• Explain which side of the debate you are on and why. 

 

3.  “The Catholic Church is hypocritical to allow annulment of a marriage but not divorce.” 

            [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain why some people would agree with this statement. Consider the reasons 

for divorce. 

• Explain why some people would disagree with this statement. You may wish to 

explain the difference between the two and the criteria for annulment. 

• Explain which side of the debate you are on and why. 
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Model Answer: 

“Reincarnation means that there is no real punishment for bad people.”   [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain why some people would agree with this statement.  

• Explain why some people would disagree with this statement.  

• Explain which side of the debate you are on and why. 

Some people may agree with the statement because reincarnation means that your soul is reborn 

into another body. Unlike Christians, Hindus believe that you have more than one life which 

means that you get more than one chance to get things right. If you do something terrible, 

under Christian belief you would go to purgatory or Hell and get punished. For many people 

this is justice. If people keep getting chances under Hindu beliefs, then people like Hitler will 

never face punishment for the death, cruelty and suffering they have caused. This is not fair. 

[This paragraph has brought in some Christian ideas to explain why they might agree with the 

statement.] 

 

However, others may disagree with the statement because within beliefs about reincarnation we 

have the law of karma. Karma is the consequences of actions, good or bad. If you do good, you 

get rewards either in this life or the next and you get closer to moksha which is release from the 

cycle of birth, death and rebirth. If you do bad, you bring punishment upon yourself and if you 

don’t suffer for it now, you will the next time you are reborn. Moreover, Hindus believe that there 

is a Hellish place where the very wicked are punished with terrible tortures until they are released 

to try again. This means that no one gets away with anything. [Here we have a clearer 

explanation of reincarnation to explain why some people would disagree with the statement.] 

 

In my opinion, the statement is wrong. I think that reincarnation is a fairer system than the 

Christian belief on life after death. Christianity teaches that you only get one life and if you 

get it wrong, you get eternal punishment. Reincarnation, on the other hand, means you can try 

again and again until you get things right with God. You will still be punished and no one 

ever gets away with being bad but it isn’t forever. In this case, punishment is a teaching tool to 

make you a better person and you are never rejected by God.  [There is no right or wrong for this 

bit – as long as you can give reasons for what you think.] 


