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Year 9 – Progress Test Example 

In this document you will find examples of some of the longer questions you will get on your Progress Tests 

and some hints and tips on how you should approach these questions in order to get the maximum 

amount of marks.  

 

THE DESCRIBE QUESTION: A graph or map 

DESCRIBE: For a describe question you should just say what you see. You should NOT explain why or be 

using the word because in this answer. 

You may be asked to describe a pattern of data from looking at a map or a graph. This could be worth 

anything from 1 mark to 3 marks – you should think of these questions as 1 statement per mark.  

You should following the acronym of GEO to help you remember what to include: 

General trend – What is the overall pattern in the data? Does it increase, decrease, fluctuate? 

Evidence – Always back up everything you say with specific data and numbers from the source. 

Odd one out – We also call these anomalies – Is there anything that doesn’t fit the general trend 

that stands out.  

An Example: 

Describe the rate of crime around the world. (3 marks) 

Most crime occur in countries that 

are less developed. (1 mark) 

For example, countries such as 

Brazil and Nigeria both have crime 

rates between 70-84. (1 mark) 

However, there are some anomalies 

such as China and Ethiopia as they 

are both in developing parts of the 

work but only have crime rates 

between 28-42. (1 mark) 
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THE EXPLAIN QUESTION 

EXPLAIN: For an explain question you should give reasons why.  

This type of question could be worth: 

• 2 marks 

• 4 marks 

• 6 marks 

As a general rule, each point you explain is worth 2 marks so: 

• For a 2 mark question, you should make 1 point and explain it 

• For a 4 mark question, you should make 2 points and explain them 

• For a 6 mark question, you should make 3 points and explain them 

TOP TIP: Where possible, also try and back up what you are saying with real life examples of countries or 

places you have studied in lesson. 

 

An Example: 

Explain why Jack the Ripper got away with his crimes in 19th century London. (6 marks) 

Jack the Ripper got away with his crimes due to the conditions of 19th century London. This was during the 

industrial revolution meaning smog from the factories was an issue. This meant visibility was poor as it was 

difficult to see through the smog meaning, criminals like Jack, couldn’t be seen easily committing crimes. (2 

marks) 

For a 6 mark question, you should write 3 points like this. 

 

THE PROCESS QUESTIONS 

In geography, you are often asked to describe and explain the process of something occurring. If it is a 

combination of describe and explain, you are saying what happens, but also giving reasons at the same 

time. Therefore, you would need to go through the stages of how and why something happens.  

Normally these questions are worth 4 marks.  

This means you need to make at least 4 developed sentences, going through each stage of the process. 

An Example: 

Explain how the greenhouse effect works. (4 marks) 

The sun enters the earth’s atmosphere and heats the planet up. (1 marks). Some is reflected back into space 

and some is trapped in the atmosphere due to a layer of greenhouse gases. (1 mark) As humans are 

releasing more greenhouses gases, such as CO2 from cars and factories, the layer of gas at the top of the 

atmosphere is getting thicker. (1 mark) This means that more and more heat is getting trapping, warming 

up the planet more. (1 mark). 
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THE ‘DO YOU AGREE?’ / TO WHAT EXTENT / EVALUATE QUESTIONS 

In Geography, you will often be asked to make up your own mind about something and give you opinion.  

You could be asked this using the variety of command works listed above. 

This will most commonly be a question worth either 6 marks or 9 marks.  

The way to structure your answer is: 

1. Intro – 1 sentence stating you point of view. 

2. Paragraph 1 – a paragraph explaining your argument and why you think this. 

3. Paragraph 2 – the opposite side of the argument. Why might someone disagree with you. 

4. Conclusion – what is your overall opinion and why do you think this. 

 

For each paragraph, you should write PEEL paragraphs: 

Point – make a clear argument. 

Evidence – back it up with evidence from a real life example you have studied.  

Explain – give reasons why and develop your answer 

Link – Link your point back to the key words in the question 

 

This type of answer will be level marked so you will be awarded a level and a mark depending on what you 

write: 

Level 1 (1-3 marks): 

May only consider one side of the argument.  

May only state reasons with no explanation. 

Level 2 (4-6 marks) 

Begins to explain at least one side of the argument in detail.  

Considers the other side of the argument and why someone might disagree.  

Comes to a conclusion, but may not be well justified. 

Level 3 (7-9 marks) 

Explains both sides of the argument in detail and uses real life examples to support points. 

Comes to a well justified conclusion at the end. 

***THE MAIN DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 6 AND 9 MARKS IS, FOR A 9 MARK QUESTION, YOU SHOULD USE 2 

PIECES OF EVIDENCE IN EACH PARAGRAPH MEANING YOU WILL HAVE 2 LOTS OF EXPLANATION*** 
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An Example: 

To what extent is Russia a ‘prisoner of geography’? (9 marks) 

 

I partially agree that Russia is a prisoner of geography.  

Russia is a prisoner of geography as its physical geography limits what it can do. For example, the Arctic 

Ocean freezes for 4 months of the year which is Russia’s main port. This means that for 4 months of the 

year Russia’s trade is limited meaning it is unable to make as much money as it would in the summer. This 

keeps it ‘prisoner’ as its ability to send Russian products to other countries is limited as it doesn’t have a 

warm water port. Similarly, in the east, Russia is covered in the taiga ecosystem which is very rugged and is 

covered in snow for large parts of the year. Despite there being lots of natural resources buried here, Russia 

struggles to access them due to the challenging landscape. This means Russia is losing a lot of money as it 

is unable to dig up these resources and sell them. This makes them a prisoner as it limits how rich they can 

become and how much influence they have over other countries. (Point is clearly stated at the start of the 

paragraph. 2 pieces of evidence have been used that have been well explained and linked to the key words 

from the question) 

On the other hand, someone might argue that Russia is very powerful as it has the second largest supply of 

oil in the world. This means that they can make a lot of money from selling oil to other countries. Alongside 

the fact that we are running out of oil, all countries use oil to generate electricity among other things, 

meaning Russia will be able to give very competitive prices. Also, Putin has used oil as a political weapon. 

He will give better prices to countries that he gets along with better and has also threatened to turn off 

power and oil supplies to countries that work against him. This has given him a lot of influence in other 

countries around the world and has made Russia very powerful as a lot of countries rely on its oil supplies. 

(Other side of the argument is explained. Point is clearly stated at the start of the paragraph. 2 pieces of 

evidence have been used that have been well explained and linked to the key words from the question) 

In conclusion, I partially believe Russia is a prisoner of geography as, although some physical geography 

does limit what Russia can do, its large supply of oil mean it still is able to make a lot of money and have a 

lot of control over other countries around the world. Also, with the impacts of climate change and the 

advancements in technology, Russia is beginning to overcome some of its physical barriers meaning in the 

future we may see it become more powerful. (A final judgement is reached – key arguments are clearly 

recapped) 

9 marks awarded 

 

3 SPaG marks are also awarded for longer questions. This means you should: 

• Write is paragraphs.  

• Write in full sentences and remember punctuation such as full stops, capital letters and commas. 

• Use geographical terminology as much as you can. 


