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YEAR 8  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

PRACTICE PAPER 
 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________ 

 

Class:_________________________________________ 

 

Teacher:________________________________________________ 

 

 

Always fill in your full name, class and teacher before you begin. 

It may sound obvious to you but you’ll be surprised how many students forget to 

write their name!  
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1 – Keyword Questions 
 

These questions are quick and easy. 

You don’t have to write in full sentences for these ones if you are worried about time. 

All keywords are on your knowledge organisers. Any revision should start with keywords because 

they are the foundation upon which the whole topic is built. 

If you don’t know one, skip it and come back to it at the end if you have time left over. The worst 

thing you can do is stress over a keyword for five minutes! 

 

 

1. What is natural selection?        [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

2. What does a posteriori mean?       [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

3. What is temptation?         [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

4. What is a moral dilemma?        [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 
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You may also get some short questions in the keyword section. These are also meant to be quick. At 

two marks per answer, it is an easy way to pick up marks.  

5. Give an example of evolution.        [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

6. Identify one reason a Catholic may give to explain the presence of evil in the world. [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

7. Who was William Paley?        [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

8. Give two examples of moral evil.       [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 
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2 – Describe and Explain 
 

Read the question very carefully. 

Pay attention to the mark value of the question. Very often there will be guidance telling you how 

long to spend on a particular question but a general guide is 1 mark = 1 minute.  

This means that if you have a 6 mark question and you only spend 2 minutes on it, you probably 

haven’t written enough. However, if you spend 10 minutes on it, you are taking too long.  

Timings take some getting used to but practice makes perfect! 

1. Describe what the problem of evil is.       [4]  

For 4 marks we can aim for 4 points 

• If God is omnibenevolent, he would love us enough to take away our 

suffering. ✓ 

• If God is omnipotent, he has the power to take away our suffering. ✓ 

• If God is omniscient, he knows that we suffer. ✓ 

• The problem of evil states that either God is none of these things or he does not 

exist because of the presence of evil and suffering in our world.✓ 

 

This answer gets full marks because there are four points describing the problem of evil. There is a 

good use of keywords too! 

 

But what if you can’t think of four points? In that case, you can expand on the points you can think 

of to pick up extra marks. You can expand by adding in examples or explaining your point in more 

detail. Have a look at the example below: 

 

2. Describe what the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus teaches Christians about 

the stewardship of wealth.        [4] 

 

The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus teaches Christians that they have a 

duty to help people less fortunate than themselves and if they do not, they will be 

punished in Hell.✓ 

For example, Lazarus begs the rich man for scraps from the table as he is starving 

but the rich man refuses✓. When the rich man is being punished in Hell, he is 

now the one begging for water✓. Also, when the rich man begs for help he is told 

that once you are in Hell it is impossible to get out which shows how serious 

Christians must take this teaching.✓ 

 
In this answer only one point was made (the first sentence). The rest of the answer is giving 

examples from the story to explain that point further. 
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Now try some examples of your own: 

3. Explain how Design Arguments attempt to prove the existence of God.   [6] 

 

4. Explain why Catholics think we have duty to tackle the problem of climate change. [4] 

 

5. Describe what similarities and differences there are between Christian and Hindu beliefs 

about the treatment of animals.        [6] 

 

6. Describe St Augustine’s teaching of Original Sin.     [4] 
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3 – Evaluate – Extended Writing 
 

These questions are the longest and there is usually just one of them in the assessment.  

Although they may seem long and daunting, a lot of the marks come from explaining your own 

opinion. As long as you can give reasons for why you think or believe what you do, you can do well 

on these questions. 

Another good thing to do is to explain why some people may disagree with you. 

There will always be instructions breaking the question down for you. 

 

1. What part did Adam and Eve play in The Fall?     [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain what the story of The Fall is 

• Explain whether you think Adam and Eve are to blame 

• Explain why some people might think differently to you 

Each bullet point is a paragraph.  

The first bullet point is guiding you to outline the story of The Fall. You are guaranteed some marks 

just by briefly describing what happened to Adam and Eve. 

The second bullet point is asking for your opinion about the guilt of Adam and Eve. You only need 

to say whether you feel sorry for them because they were tricked or if you think they were wrong to 

disobey the one and only rule they had been given. There is no right or wrong here! You just need 

to say why you think the way you do. 

The final bullet point is asking you to explain the other side of the argument. We practice this kind 

of thing in lessons so think about someone who you normally disagree with and ask yourself what 

they would say. 
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Try some examples on your own. Over the page is a model answer to give you an idea of what to 

aim for. 

2. “God exists.”          [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain why some people would agree with this statement. You may wish to use 

the design and/or cosmological arguments to explain their beliefs. 

• Explain why some people would disagree with this statement. You may wish to 

use the weaknesses of the design and/or cosmological arguments. 

• Explain which side of the debate you are on and why. 

 

3.  “The conscience is the best way to make moral decisions.”    [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain why some people would agree with this statement. You may wish to 

refer to some of the disadvantages of some other ways of making moral 

decisions. 

• Explain why some people would disagree with this statement. You may wish to 

refer to some of the advantages of some other ways of making moral decisions. 

• Explain what you think about the conscience and why. Can you use an example 

of a time you have used your conscience? 

 

 

 

 

 

  



St Edmund Campion   

8 

 

Model Answer: 

“God has put us in charge of the animals so we can use them as we please.”  [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain why some people would agree with this statement.  

• Explain why some people would disagree with this statement.  

• Explain which side of the debate you are on and why. 

Some people may agree with the statement because in Genesis it says that humans are made in 

the image of God (imago dei). This means that humans have been set apart as the favourite of 

all God’s creation as we are the only beings that share characteristics with God. It also says in 

Genesis that humans have been given dominion over the earth and all living things in it. This 

means that we are in control and can treat animals as we do with other natural resources like 

trees or coal. At no point in the Bible does it say that we shouldn’t eat meat. [This paragraph has 

teachings from the Bible that may cause some people to feel superior to animals.] 

 

However, others may disagree with the statement because the Bible gives lots of rules telling us 

to treat animals with compassion. In Exodus, for example, there is a law saying that working 

animals must be given time to rest. Also, in Genesis we have been given the job of stewardship 

which means being in charge but in a caring way, not an exploitative way. Hindus believe that 

all of creation is equal, including animals. God is present in all things so many Hindus are 

vegetarian. They also believe that souls can be born into animal form giving them a further 

reason to treat animals with respect and equality. [Here we have alternative Bible teachings and 

a Hindu perspective.] 

 

In my opinion, the statement is wrong. Treating animals as we please leads to exploitation and 

suffering. I do not think there is anything wrong with eating meat but I think that animals 

should be farmed in a way that gives them a good life – freedom to roam outside, fresh air, fresh 

water. This is because I think that cruelty is morally wrong and creates a negative society. I 

also disagree with testing cosmetics on animals in laboratories because no creature should be 

tortured for vanity. Even if God has put humans in charge, we have a responsibility to be kind 

to the vulnerable creatures of our planet. [There is no right or wrong for this bit – as long as you 

can give reasons for what you think.] 


