
Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

Bird Study

Complete a baseline assessment which will comprise of an outline study of a bird, with 
textural details and mark-making to be added.  
Enlarge the bird to scale, gauging proportion skilfully. 
Pay close attention to every detail, mark and texture that you see and record these 
carefully from observation.
Start to record feathers in the background to enhance the composition.

Celtic Letter

Draw complex outlines, Celtic symbols, knot work and intricate details. 
Allow for some space in the composition so that complex areas stand out. 
Record contrasting tonal values and blend different tones and colours when applying oil 
pastel and watercolours.
Use the colour wheel to carefully select colours that blend, contrast and work in harmony. 
- As an extension, practise drawing an enlarged Celtic symbol e.g. cross, dragon, etc. 
Record studies of cultural artwork, imagery, motifs and symbols to develop their drawing 
skills.

Mehndi Hand

Record intricate details but allow for space in the composition.
Record contrasting tones when shading.
Develop a balanced and/or symmetrical border design.
Complete an extension task using foot outlines as the base for the design.

Native American Totem Pole

Record intricate details but allow for some space in compositions so that complex areas 
stand out. 
Measure carefully to ensure that a high level of symmetry is achieved and/or to ensure 
that the placement of imagery is well considered.  
Record contrasting tonal values when applying colour and overlap pencil crayon layers or 
oil pastels to blend smoothly.
Use harmonious/analogous colours to blend and use complementary colours to make 
others stand out. 

Aboriginal Art

Using the resources and further research plan an imaginative pictorial story that includes 
one or more animals, reptiles or creatures inspired by Aboriginal culture. 
Draw templates of the chosen creatures on card, selecting challenging images with more 
complex outlines. 
Plan a vibrant and well placed composition.
Draw around the templates with chalk or pencil, showing control and skill of different 
materials. 
Apply a range of dots and marks skilfully, using poster paint and different tools.
Work with a broad palette of tonal values to create contrast.

Year 7 : An Introduction to Art 



Core Knowledge
And Cultural Knowledge   (KNOW)

SHOW

Insect Study

Follow the stages step-by-step to draw the basic outline of an insect
Record key features such as a leg segments, claws, horn etc. 
Add mark-making and shading to make the insect look 3D.
Enlarge the insect to scale 
Pay close attention to details such as the direction and size of each line and mark
Start extension task

Insect Contemporary Grid Design

Apply a well composed and placed contemporary grid design background to A4 cartridge 
paper using a ruler for accurate shapes and outlines.
Draw a clear insect outline in each box evidencing accurate proportion and multiple 
angles.
Work through each section to apply shading and tone neatly and accurately following the 
contours of the insect/body; record more than 5 different tones.
Apply appropriate colour to make areas stand out; record different tonal values skilfully 
showing controlled blending. 

Rainforest Zentangle Animal

Plan a balanced composition with space, detail and a clear focal point. 
Record intricate patterns and marks on your animal/insect Zentangle designs. 
Draw complex tropical leaf and plant outlines on your background design. 
Record a range of tonal values when using watercolours.
Experiment with colours and layers and use your knowledge of colour theory.
Present a refined and eye-catching rainforest scene. 

Perspective Lettering

Produce a more complex design e.g.  start with a vanishing point in the centre of the page 
and space out individual letterforms spelling out a word around the vanishing point in a 
rotational design.
Use two or three-point perspective techniques to form 3D letters. 
Apply paint or crayon with control to blend colours skilfully from light to dark on letter 
forms.
Skilfully select and apply complementary or contrasting colours to orthogonal lines.
Draw parallel lines to shorten the length of orthogonal lines and lettering.
Design an imaginative and colourful background that suits the word you have drawn.

Year 8 : An Introduction to Art 
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Year 7 An introduction into 

KS3 Art.

Pupils will develop 

basic skills in 

Proportion and Tone.

Pupils will be 

introduced to the Year 

7 Cultures theme and 

begin to learn about 

Celtic culture, with a 

focus on Celtic Letters.

Celtic Letters

An introduction into 

the Formal Elements 

with a focus on colour

theory and colour 

mixing. 

Development of skills 

in a range of media 

with a focus on oil 

pastels and 

watercolour.

Pupils will receive an in 

depth insight into Celtic 

culture, history, 

traditions and themes. 

Mehndi Art

Developed learning 

within the Formal 

Elements in Art with a 

focus on pattern and 

line. 

Pupils will be introduced 

to the Ancient Indian 

culture, with a focus on 

Mehndi. 

Mehndi Art

Extended learning within 

the formal elements in Art 

with a focus on pattern and 

line. 

Pupils will receive an in 

depth insight into Ancient 

Indian culture, history, 

traditions and themes. 

Development of skills in a 

range of media with a focus 

on pencil and fine liner.

Native American Art

Extended learning within 

the Formal Elements and 

Colour Theory.

Close focus within oil 

pastels as a media, 

developing blending and 

control.

Pupils will receive an 

insight into Native 

American culture, the 

history, traditions and 

themes.

Aboriginal Art

Extended learning 

within the Formal 

Elements with a focus 

on Colour, Pattern,  

Shape and Form.

Pupils will receive an 

insight into Aboriginal 

culture, the history, 

traditions, Art and 

themes

Development in paint 

as a media  and colour 

mixing.

Assessment

Baseline Assessment 

(Drawing a bird).

Skills and knowledge 

evidenced in Do Now 

booklets.

Assessment of Celtic 

Letter practical 

outcome.

Retrieval practice quiz on 

Autumn Term in Do Now 

booklet.

Skills and knowledge 

evidenced in Do Now 

booklets.

Assessment of Mehndi hand 

practical outcome.

Assessment of Native 

American Totem Pole 

practical outcome.

Assessment of 

Aboriginal Art 

practical outcome.
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Year 8 An introduction into 

KS3 Art.

Pupils will develop 

basic skills in 

Proportion and Tone.

Pupils will be 

introduced to the Year 

8 Habitats theme and 

begin to learn about 

entomology. 

Insect Contemporary 

Grid Design

An introduction into 

the Formal Elements 

with a focus on shape 

and form.

Development of skills 

in a range of media 

with a focus on pencil 

and coloured pencil.

Pupils will receive an in 

depth insight into 

entomology through 

the habitats and insect 

morphology.

Rainforest Zentangle

Animal

Developed learning 

within the Formal 

Elements in Art with a 

focus on proportion and 

drawing rainforest 

animals. Colour theory 

retrieval practice  from 

year 7 and development 

of watercolour skills..

Pupils will be introduced 

to the Rainforest theme, 

with some geographical 

and environmental 

knowledge applied. 

Rainforest Zentangle

Animal

Extended learning within 

the formal elements in Art 

with a focus on pattern and 

line through the study of 

Zentangle.

Development of skills in a 

range of media with a focus 

on pencil and fine liner.

Perspective Lettering 

Extended learning within 

the Formal Elements with 

lose focus within 

perspective through line 

and shape.

Pupils will receive an 

insight into two or three-

point perspective 

techniques to form 3D 

letters.

Development of colour 

theory and tone through

coloured pencils.

Perspective Lettering

Extended learning 

within the Formal 

Elements with a focus 

on Colour, Pattern,  

Shape and Form.

Pupils will receive an 

insight into identity as  

a theme and 

incorporate 

themselves into their 

study.

Assessment

Baseline Assessment 

(Drawing a beetle).

Skills and knowledge 

evidenced in Do Now 

booklets.

Assessment of Insect 

contemporary grid 

practical outcome.

Retrieval practice quiz on 

Autumn Term in Do Now 

booklet.

Skills and knowledge 

evidenced in Do Now 

booklets.

Assessment of Rainforest 

practical outcome.

Assessment of lettering 

practical outcome so far.

Assessment of 

perspective project 

final outcome.


