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YEAR 7  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

PRACTICE PAPER 
 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________ 

 

Class:_________________________________________ 

 

Teacher:________________________________________________ 

 

 

Always fill in your full name, class and teacher before you begin. 

It may sound obvious to you but you’ll be surprised how many students forget to 

write their name!  
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1 – Keyword Questions 
 

These questions are quick and easy. 

You don’t have to write in full sentences for these ones if you are worried about time. 

All keywords are on your knowledge organisers. Any revision should start with keywords because 

they are the foundation upon which the whole topic is built. 

If you don’t know one, skip it and come back to it at the end if you have time left over. The worst 

thing you can do is stress over a keyword for five minutes! 

 

 

1. What is the Trinity?         [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

2. What is reconciliation?         [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

3. What is archaeology?         [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

4. What is the Nicene Creed?        [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 
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You may also get some short questions in the keyword section. These are also meant to be quick. At 

two marks per answer, it is an easy way to pick up marks.  

5. Give an example of a sacrament of initiation.      [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

6. “Jesus is the Son of God.” This this fact or a belief? Why?    [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

7. Who was Flavius Josephus?        [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

8. Why is the Last Supper so important to Christians today?    [2] 

.......................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 
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2 – Describe and Explain 
 

Read the question very carefully. 

Pay attention to the mark value of the question. Very often there will be guidance telling you how 

long to spend on a particular question but a general guide is 1 mark = 1 minute.  

This means that if you have a 6 mark question and you only spend 2 minutes on it, you probably 

haven’t written enough. However, if you spend 10 minutes on it, you are taking too long.  

Timings take some getting used to but practice makes perfect! 

1. Describe what charges were brought against Jesus.    [4]  

For 4 marks we can aim for 4 points 

• Jesus was charged with blasphemy by putting himself on the same level as 

God. ✓ 

• He was also charged with breaking the law of the Sabbath by working on the 

holy day of rest. ✓ 

• Jesus was charged with threatening the Temple by chasing out the 

moneylenders. ✓ 

• In the days of Jesus, breaking religious laws was also a crime.✓ 

 

This answer gets full marks because there are four points about the charges against Jesus.  

 

But what if you can’t think of four points? In that case, you can expand on the points you can think 

of to pick up extra marks. You can expand by adding in examples or explaining your point in more 

detail. Have a look at the example below: 

 

Jesus was charged with blasphemy by putting himself on the same level as God.✓ 

He did this by forgiving people’s sins, something only God can do, and called 

himself the Son of God when people confronted him about it. ✓  

Jesus was also charged with breaking the law of the Sabbath by working on the 

holy day of rest. ✓ He did this by picking food to feed his disciples and by 

healing people. Both of these things are the same as working in the eyes of Jewish 

law.✓ 

 
In this answer two points were made (the bits in bold) but full marks are earned by explaining them 

in further detail.  
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Now try some examples of your own: 

2. Explain how historical evidence can be used to prove that the man Jesus existed. [6] 

 

3. Explain how the Great Schism split the Church in two.     [4] 

 

4. Describe what happens at any sacrament of your choice.    [6] 

 

5. Describe what happened at the baptism of Jesus that shows the Trinity.   [4] 
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3 – Evaluate – Extended Writing 
 

These questions are the longest and there is usually just one of them in the assessment.  

Although they may seem long and daunting, a lot of the marks come from explaining your own 

opinion. As long as you can give reasons for why you think or believe what you do, you can do well 

on these questions. 

Another good thing to do is to explain why some people may disagree with you. 

There will always be instructions breaking the question down for you. 

 

1. “Judas is a misunderstood character.”      [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain why some people would agree with this statement. 

• Explain why some people would disagree with this statement. 

• Explain which side of the debate you are on and why. 

Each bullet point is a paragraph.  

The first bullet point is guiding you to explain why some people would think Judas is 

misunderstood. Remember he was a close friend of Jesus for many years and 30 pieces of silver 

wasn’t that much money. 

The second bullet point is asking you to explain why some people would disagree. Consider the 

betrayal that led to torture and death. 

The final bullet point is asking you to explain your opinion. There is no right or wrong here! You 

can even be split on your opinion. As long as you can give reasons for your points, you will pick up 

the marks. 
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Try some examples on your own. Over the page is a model answer to give you an idea of what to 

aim for. 

2. “Holy Communion is the most important sacrament.”     [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain why some people would agree with this statement. Explain what 

happens at Holy Communion and what it is for. 

• Explain why some people would disagree with this statement. You may wish to 

point out the importance and benefits of the other sacraments. 

• Explain which side of the debate you are on and why. 

 

3.  “The Shroud of Turin proves that Jesus existed.”    [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain why some people would agree with this statement. What is so 

convincing about the Shroud of Turin? 

• Explain why some people would disagree with this statement. Are there other 

pieces of evidence that are more convincing than the Shroud? Why is the Shroud 

not convincing everyone that this is the face of Jesus? 

• Explain what you think about the historical evidence about Jesus and why. 
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Model Answer: 

“Judas is a misunderstood character.”       [10] 

(Spend approximately 10 minutes on this question) 

• Explain why some people would agree with this statement.  

• Explain why some people would disagree with this statement.  

• Explain which side of the debate you are on and why. 

Some people may agree with the statement because we don’t know that much about Judas so 

making a full judgement about him is difficult. We do know that he was a close enough friend 

of Jesus to leave his family behind and travel side by side with Jesus for over three years. Such 

closeness makes the betrayal doubtful. Also, while we don’t know exactly how much 30 pieces of 

silver would be in today’s money, the best guesses are less than £200 which is not a lot for such 

a big betrayal. Passages of the Bible speak about Judas killing himself after the death of Jesus 

and never spending the money, even trying to return it which means he was not a cold-hearted 

man. [This paragraph gives many reasons for supporting the statement and has used the Bible for 

support.] 

 

However, others may disagree with the statement because the Bible tells the story of Judas 

leading the soldiers to Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane and kissing him to identify Jesus. 

This shows that he knew was he was doing. Also, at the Last Supper Jesus said that he would be 

betrayed and this gave Judas an opportunity to change his mind. There were powerful men 

plotting against Jesus and maybe Judas knew about this and wanted to save himself. [Here we 

have the other side of the argument with more Bible references to support this view.] 

 

In my opinion, the statement is correct. We can never know what was really going through 

Judas’ mind but it is clear that he was remorseful. It has been suggested that Judas wanted Jesus 

to talk to the powerful men plotting to kill him so that they could see that Jesus was not a threat. 

This makes sense if Judas was such a close friend of Jesus. If he was really a greedy traitor he 

would have spent the money and would not have killed himself. [There is no right or wrong for 

this bit – as long as you can give reasons for what you think.] 


