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Name:___________________________
Teacher:_________________________

You will have 55 minutes to answer these 
questions.

This test is double sided so make sure you 
answer ALL the questions.

You will be tested on An Introduction to 
History, The Norman Conquest, Medieval 
Kingship, Religion in the Middle Ages and 
Ordinary Lives. Make sure you read how much 
writing is expected for each answer.

Write your answers on the lines provided.

• Fill in your name and the name 
of your teacher

• Always read the information 
carefully. This will tell you what 
topics you are being tested on.

• You be given a mark out of 52, 
your percentage and the class 
percentage so that you can 
compare how you did with the 
rest of the class.



Section 1: The questions in this section are worth 
1 mark each. One bullet point is sufficient, you do 
not need to write in full sentences.

1. Which year comes first chronologically? 276AD, 5000BC, 1078AD, 100BC, 1000BC

5000BC

2.  What century is the year 1685 in?

17th Century 

3. What century is the year 234 in?

3rd Century 

4. How many years are in a millennium?
_____________________________________________________________________

5. What is a long term cause?
_____________________________________________________________________

6.  What was the succession crisis?
_____________________________________________________________________

7. What was Harold Godwinson’s claim to the 
throne?______________________________________________________________

• There will be 10 of these 
questions

• 30 seconds per question

• Bullet points or even one 
word will do. You do not 
need full sentences

• Be as accurate and precise 
as you can but you will not 
be marked down for spelling



Section 2: Explain what these key terms mean. 
You only need one sentence (1 mark each)

1. Short term cause 

A cause that happens a short time before the event 

2. Continuity 

Something that stays the same over time 

3. Harrying of the North
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

4. Housecarl
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

5. Fyrd
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

• There will be five of these 
definitions. Some will be 
keywords and some may be 
important events

• One sentence is enough

• Be accurate and precise

• Timing: 5 minutes

• The first two are done for 
you. Can you do the others?



Section 3: This section is worth 6 marks. You need to give 2 reasons and explain them in 
more detail in 2 paragraphs. 

You should spend 10 minutes on this question.

Q. England completely changed after the Norman Conquest. Do you agree?
Write one paragraph for and one against.  

There is lots of evidence that England changed after the Norman Conquest. One
example of a change is castle building. Before the Norman Conquest there were
no castles in England. After 1066, William and his barons began building motte
and bailey castles in important areas and areas where there were rebellions.
This is linked to another change William made by introducing the Feudal
System. William gave land to his barons who then split up their land to give to
knights who then gave strips of land to peasants. The barons replaced Anglo-
Saxon Earls and Thegns and built castles on their land to protect it from possible
rebellions from Anglo-Saxons.

However, there is evidence that life did not change for everybody after the
Norman Conquest….

A clear 
example of 
change: 
castles

You will need to say 
why your example was 
a change- so what was 
different before 1066?

Keywords



Section 4: The questions in this section are worth 1 mark each. One bullet 
point is sufficient, you do not need to write in full sentences.

1. What is a Holy Day?

Days that are celebrated by the Catholic Church and Catholics are 
expected to go to Mass.

2. What language was Catholic mass spoken in medieval England?

Latin 

3. Name one job a nun would have to do in medieval England.

Teach children

4. Name a rule that a monk had to abide by in a monastery in medieval England.
_____________________________________________________________________

5. Name one thing you would find in a peasants hut.
____________________________________________________________________

6. Name a type of entertainment in medieval England.
_____________________________________________________________________

7. What percentage of people died in Europe as a result of the Black Death?
_____________________________________________________________________

• There will be 10 of these 
questions, just like section 1 but 
a different topic.

• 30 seconds per question

• Bullet points or even one word 
will do. You do not need full 
sentences

• Be as accurate and precise as 
you can but you will not be 
marked down for spelling



Section 5: Explain what these key terms mean. You only need one sentence (1 mark each)

1. Infirmary
A type of hospital in a monastery

2. Harvest 
When all the crops are collected from the fields, this is around 
autumn time.

3. Buboe
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

4.  Flagellants 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

5. Revolt
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

• Just like section 2 there will 
be five of these definitions 
from a different topic. Some 
will be keywords and some 
may be important events

• One sentence is enough

• Be accurate and precise

• Timing: 5 minutes

• The first two are done for 
you. Can you do the others?



Q. The barons were the biggest problem monarchs faced in medieval England. Do you 
agree?
Paragraph 1: Explain evidence to support this statement 

Paragraph 2: Explain evidence to disagree with the statement 

One of the important characteristics of a medieval king was respecting and listening to
their barons. The barons were a vital part of the Feudal System and were the most
important and richest people in the country, apart from the king. Many monarchs had
issues with the barons because there were disagreements about how much power a
monarch should have. King John ignored his barons for foreign favourites and
imprisoned them without a trial. He also repeatedly taxed his barons for unsuccessful
wars in France. He showed no respect for the barons and this led to the First Barons’
War where John was forced to sign the Magna Carta in 1215, which limited his power.
Another monarch with problems with the barons was Edward II. Like John he made the
mistake of listening to favourites rather than the barons. This led to his wife and the
barons deposing him and eventually murdering him.

However, there were other problems medieval monarchs faced….

Section 6: This section is worth 6 marks. You need to give 2 reasons and explain them in more detail in 2 paragraphs. 

You should spend 10 minutes on this question.

Explanation of 
why many 
monarchs had 
issues with the 
barons 

An example of a monarch who 
had problems with the barons 

Keyword 
and date 

Another example of a monarch 
who had problems with the 
barons 



Section 7: This section is worth 10 marks. You need to write 3 paragraphs with 3 clear examples that are explained in detail. You should 

spend 15 minutes on this question.

Q. Explain why religion was so important to people in medieval England 

Paragraph 1: Explain why so many people were religious in medieval England 

Paragraph 2: Write about what role the Church played in local life

Paragraph 3: Explain how people used different routes to try and get into heaven 

The vast majority of people in medieval England were Catholic and went to mass every week. There 

were many reasons for this. One reason is because of the belief that God controlled every aspect of 

their lives, this is linked to a lack of scientific understanding about disease and other things like 

harvests. It was believed that if a harvest failed or a disease killed many people, like the Black Death, 

then God was unhappy with them. This was also emphasised by the Doom Paintings in medieval 

churches. The majority of people in England at that time could not read or write. The paintings in 

church depicted a very visual and physical version of heaven and hell and this was how people 

understood religion. Ordinary people believed that if they did not go to church or obey the Church’s 

rules then they would go to a hell where they would be punished for eternity.

The medieval church also played an important role in people’s lives…

People in medieval England believed there were different routes to heaven…

keyword

First 
example

Another 
example


