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Year 7 – Progress Test Example 

In this document you will find examples of some of the longer questions you will get on your Progress Tests 

and some hints and tips on how you should approach these questions in order to get the maximum 

amount of marks.  

 

THE DESCRIBE QUESTION: A graph or map 

DESCRIBE: For a describe question you should just say what you see. You should NOT explain why or be 

using the word because in this answer. 

You may be asked to describe a pattern of data from looking at a map or a graph. This could be worth 

anything from 1 mark to 3 marks – you should think of these questions as 1 statement per mark.  

You should following the acronym of GEO to help you remember what to include: 

General trend – What is the overall pattern in the data? Does it increase, decrease, fluctuate? 

Evidence – Always back up everything you say with specific data and numbers from the source. 

Odd one out – We also call these anomalies – Is there anything that doesn’t fit the general trend 

that stands out.  

An Example: 

Describe the trend in the amount of tourists visiting Dubai. (3 marks) 

Overall, the amount of tourists 

visiting Dubai has increased over 

time. (1 mark) 

For example, in 1995, 45 000 

tourists visited Dubai, which had 

increased to 400 000 tourists in 

2003. (1 mark) 

However, in 1999 there is an 

anomaly as the number of tourists 

visiting Dubai dropped to 150 000. 

(1 mark) 
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THE EXPLAIN QUESTION 

EXPLAIN: For an explain question you should give reasons why.  

This type of question could be worth: 

• 2 marks 

• 4 marks 

• 6 marks 

As a general rule, each point you explain is worth 2 marks so: 

• For a 2 mark question, you should make 1 point and explain it 

• For a 4 mark question, you should make 2 points and explain them 

• For a 6 mark question, you should make 3 points and explain them 

TOP TIP: Where possible, also try and back up what you are saying with real life examples of countries or 

places you have studied in lesson. 

 

An Example: 

Explain how animals adapt to Antarctica. (6 marks) 

Penguins adapt to Antarctica as they have a layer of blubber. This helps them keep warm meaning they can 

carry on swimming and searching for food in Antarctica to keep them alive. This is important as 

temperatures in Antarctica can drop to -50°C. (2 marks) 

For a 6 mark question, you should write 3 points like this. 

 

THE PROCESS QUESTIONS 

In geography, you are often asked to describe and explain the process of something occurring. If it is a 

combination of describe and explain, you are saying what happens, but also giving reasons at the same 

time. Therefore, you would need to go through the stages of how and why something happens.  

Normally these questions are worth 4 marks.  

This means you need to make at least 4 developed sentences, going through each stage of the process. 

An Example: 

Explain how a waterfall forms. (4 marks) 

A layer of hard rock is sitting on a layer of soft rock. (1 marks). As the river flows, erosion occurs faster on 

the soft rock as it is weaker leaving the hard rock sticking out. (1 mark). Eventually the hard rock collapses 

into the plunge pool below and the waterfall moves backwards. (1 mark). This process repeats and a steep 

sided valley called a gorge is left behind. (1 mark) 

 

 



St Edmund Campion Catholic School - Department of Geography 
Progress Test Example – Year 7 
“Working hard to be a good geographer.” 
 

 

THE ‘DO YOU AGREE?’ / EVALUATE QUESTIONS 

In Geography, you will often be asked to make up your own mind about something and give you opinion.  

You could be asked this using the variety of command works listed above. 

This will most commonly be a question worth 6 marks. 

The way to structure your answer is: 

1. Intro – 1 sentence stating you point of view. 

2. Paragraph 1 – a paragraph explaining your argument and why you think this. 

3. Paragraph 2 – the opposite side of the argument. Why might someone disagree with you. 

4. Conclusion – what is your overall opinion and why do you think this. 

 

For each paragraph, you should write PEEL paragraphs: 

Point – make a clear argument. 

Evidence – back it up with evidence from a real life example you have studied.  

Explain – give reasons why and develop your answer 

Link – Link your point back to the key words in the question 

 

This type of answer will be level marked so you will be awarded a level and a mark depending on what you 

write: 

Level 1 (1-2 marks): 

May only consider one side of the argument.  

May only state reasons with no explanation. 

Level 2 (3-4 marks) 

Begins to explain at least one side of the argument in detail.  

Considers the other side of the argument and why someone might disagree.  

Comes to a conclusion, but may not be well justified. 

Level 3 (5-6 marks) 

Explains both sides of the argument in detail and uses real life examples to support points. 

Comes to a well justified conclusion at the end. 
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An Example: 

Tourism is good and should be allowed to occur in Snowdonia. (6 marks) 

 

I partially agree that tourism is a good thing in Snowdonia.  

Tourism can have many positive impacts in Snowdonia as it provides jobs for people. For example, people 

can work at the Mt. Snowdon railway or in cafes or gift shops in the area. This means there are more jobs in 

the area which means more people will have money to spend in the local area. This means everyone who 

lives in the area can have a good quality  of life.  (Point is clearly stated at the start of the paragraph. A 

piece of evidence has been used that has been well explained and linked to the key words from the 

question) 

On the other hand, someone might disagree as tourism has many negative impacts on the environment. As 

people walk around Snowdonia, this can cause footpath erosion and many plant species can be destroyed. 

This is bad as it means animals could lose their habitats and become extinct. Also, it destroys the natural 

beauty of the area and makes it not look nice anymore. (Other side of the argument is explained. Point is 

clearly stated at the start of the paragraph. A piece of evidence has been used that has been well explained 

and linked to the key words from the question) 

In conclusion, I partially believe tourism is a good thing as it provides jobs and money for people living in 

the area which is really important. However, it can have negative impacts on the environment, therefore I 

believe, tourism should be allowed to continue but, in a way, where the environment is protected from 

damage. (A final judgement is reached – key arguments are clearly recapped) 

6 marks awarded 

 

3 SPaG marks are also awarded for longer questions. This means you should: 

• Write is paragraphs.  

• Write in full sentences and remember punctuation such as full stops, capital letters and commas. 

• Use geographical terminology as much as you can. 


