
Core Knowledge Cultural knowledge
• How to infer meaning from reading
• How to choose and use evidence from a poem to 

support inferences
• How to write our own character poem using advanced 

vocabulary
• Understand how the writer uses language to present a 

character
• How to develop our contextual information to develop 

our understanding of the poem
• Develop literacy including grammar skills within our 

reading and writing

• Life of poets such as Armitage, Plath, Tennyson, Noyse, 
Zephaniah, Alvi and Duffy.

• Contextual information about life as a refugee, 
highway men, parenthood with mother and child 
relationships, human migration and how this 
influenced poets.

• Develop our contextual knowledge by learning about 
cultural icons such as Elvis and the Sex Pistols, sea 
monsters such as The Kraken, and Ulysses within 
Greek mythology.

• The effect that motherhood has on a person, as well as 
people’s perceptions of people who look and behave 
differently to others.

Y7 – Character Poetry



Core Knowledge Cultural knowledge
• How to infer meaning from reading
• How to choose and use evidence from a text to 

support inferences
• How to write a creative description using advanced 

vocabulary
• Understand that characterisation is not fixed and that 

characters change and develop over the course of the 
novel.

• Use of symbolism in literature

• Life of William Golding, his experiences during World 
War II and how this influenced the novel

• The effects of World War II and the Cold War on post-
war Britain.

• Qualities of leadership and the value of democracy
• What happens when democracy breaks down?

Y7 Democracy and Dystopia: Lord of the Flies



Y7 Crime and the Poor: Oliver Twist

Core Knowledge Cultural Knowledge

• How to use ambitious vocabulary to write a
description

• Understand how characters can be perceived 
by the reader and how we can become 
emotionally invested

• Understand that the use of adjectives helps 
the reader to gain a greater understanding 
of the characters personality.

• How to use quotations from the text as 
evidence to questioning

• Life of Charles Dickens, his experiences 
during the 19th century and the influence 
this had on his writing.

• The effects of the Poor Law on the people of 
Victorian England

• Crime and punishment
• What life was like for poor people in 19th

century England
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