
St Edmund Campion Catholic School  

 
Information for Year 13 Students: FAQ document re Exams  
 

To: Year 13 Students        Date: 07/01/21 

  
Dear Year 13 Student, 
  
For your information I have put together a Frequently Asked Questions document to support with your 
understanding of the situation regarding your exams this summer and your provision over the year. I will 
continue to update this as and when we get more information.  
 
Kind Regards 
 
Mrs Griffiths 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. My summer A Level exams have been cancelled. How will I be awarded a grade for each of my 
subjects? 
 
It has been confirmed that your grades will be based on teacher assessments (Centre assessed grades or 
CAGs). We are waiting for more information about this but I can tell you what happened with these CAG 
grades last year. 
 
Last year, schools and teachers were instructed to look at each individual student’s previous assessments, 
such as mock exams and coursework, together with their ongoing work and any other knowledge they had 
about a student and generate a Centre Assessed Grade (CAG). Teachers, Heads of department as well as 
senior leaders then had to moderate this data internally before it was submitted to each exam board.  
 
Students received these Centre Assessed Grades on their results days in August and these are their 
awarded grades. These grades are official grades and are accepted by employers and universities as such. 
 
There is an important update from Simon LeBus, the Ofqual Chief Regulator, on exams in which he urges 
students to engage with online learning as it remains important. You can see his message in full here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/a-message-from-simon-lebus-chief-regulator-on-exams-in-2021  
 
‘We know that this is a difficult time for students, their parents and carers, teachers and trainers. Our message to 

students is this: please continue to engage as fully as you can in your education. That will be online for the majority 

of students, or face-to-face for those students still going in to their school, college or training provider. This will 

put you in the best position, whatever arrangements are made for your qualifications. It’s important that teachers 

and students can focus on the knowledge and skills needed to equip students to progress to the next stage, whatever 

form that might take – whether to college, an apprenticeship, university or employment. 

The way ahead is not straightforward: exams and standardised assessments are the fairest way of determining what 

a student knows and can do. We need to consider a wide range of qualifications – from A levels and GCSEs to many 

different vocational and technical qualifications – and the solution won’t be the same for all. Following the 

government’s announcement on Monday evening, we also need to consider how alternative arrangements will work 

for different students, including those who are independent learners. We are discussing alternative arrangements 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/a-message-from-simon-lebus-chief-regulator-on-exams-in-2021


with the Department for Education. We know that many are seeking clarity as soon as possible. We will provide 

further updates as soon as we can. 

The government has announced that schools and colleges can continue with the vocational and technical exams due 

to take place in January where it is right to do so.’ 

 
2. So my next mock exams are now going to be even more important. What are the plans for these? 
 
You will sit the Spring round of mock exams on your return to school and we will communicate further 
information to you about this soon including what you should revise. We have always had a second round 
of mock exams for Post-16 in the Spring term. This means that any further revision you do outside of your 
remote learning should incorporate all subjects. 
 
3. I take a BTEC. Are these exams cancelled? 
 
Following the announcement from the DfE earlier this week, and from Pearson, we have decided to continue to 

provide the January BTEC exams for those students who wish to take them. Please refer to the letter sent out 
via ParentMail explaining this on 06.01.21.  
 
The situation around BTECs in the Summer is still very unclear. Once we have a clearer picture we will 
update you. Last year BTEC exams were cancelled and the exam board used module grades alongside 
teacher assessments to generate a final grade.  
 
4. What about coursework, the EPQ and NEAs? 
 
Continue to complete any coursework or NEAs you have been set as well as you can. We are still waiting 
for information about this and with Centre Assessed Grades for this year, all work you have completed may 
be important for your final grade. Last year students were not expected to complete their coursework. 
However, we cannot count on that being the same this year.  
 
It is unlikely that there will be any way to obtain an EPQ grade rather than by undertaking the full project. 
 
5. What about my remote lessons? 
 
It is even more important that you access your lessons as normal and complete all the work as best you 
can. Your participation in lessons along with the work you produce will very likely contribute to your final 
grade.  
 
6. When are we going to be back in school? 
 
At this stage we are unsure, but we will keep you updated.  It will be after February Half-Term though.  
Your timetabled lessons will continue remotely until you return.  
 
7. Will we carry on with the whole curriculum?  
 
Yes, your usual timetabled lessons will continue as normal. We believe you will be expected to complete as 
much of each course as possible and teachers will be expected to take this in to account when putting 
forward your grades. Your Core RE lessons will continue as normal. You will not have live sessions for 
Extension Studies. 
 
8. I have applied through UCAS. What happens next? 
 



Well done. Make sure you sign in to UCAS Track and keep an eye on the offers you receive. If any of them 

do not make sense to you, contact Mrs Griffiths who will offer guidance. 

 

Over the next few weeks, Mrs Griffiths will provide mini assemblies on Teams and resources to help you 

with making your Firm and Insurance choices, undertaking online interviews, student finance and 

accommodation etc. 
 

9. I haven’t applied through UCAS yet.  What can I do? 
 
It is still possible to apply through UCAS. We have been working on the process since April 2020 so you 

should be very close to sending off your application. Liaise with your form tutor about your personal 

statement, complete the application form (check emails from Mrs Griffiths about common mistakes) and 

then submit through Pay and Send for a final check from Mrs Griffiths who will let you know if it is ready to 

send off. 

 
10. What can I do to support my Mental Health during the Lockdown?  
 
This is a particularly challenging time for all Year 13 students and we know you are feeling anxious.  As a 
school you can have every confidence that we are here for you. If you feel that you need further support, 
please email Mrs Griffiths, Mrs Fleming or Mrs Trinder, in the first instance. 
 
Mrs Griffiths will also continue to hold morning meetings on Teams so that you can drop in and ask any 
questions you may have. 
 
It is important to try and establish a good routine and ensure you are also getting a good night’s sleep.  Try 
not to become nocturnal and do everything you can to make preparing for your lessons as similar as 
preparing for a normal school day. Wake up with enough time to shower, get dressed and have breakfast 
before your first lesson; make sure you take some time to go outside for a walk or do some exercise and 
make sure you are in bed at a sensible time. Some of you struggled with this during the first lockdown so 
do try and learn from those mistakes!  
 
There are lots of useful websites and apps available you might like to try:  
 

• Headspace - https://www.headspace.com/covid-19  
• Pause - https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.org.uk/services/13-pause 0207 841 4470 
• Silvercloud(online 24/7 support) - https://ftb.silvercloudhealth.com/signup/ 
• Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 0800 1111 
• Kooth - https://www.kooth.com/ 
• The Blurt Foundation - https://www.blurtitout.org/resource/the-coronavirus-helpful-hub/?fbclid=IwAR1KZm-

Ehn6ArEjZFX2PGo0snE_jZjy2oJNW9zlR_o8IlVmJukZILRiPEQA 

 
11.  I am worried that I have not had a Careers Interview and would like to get some independent 
Careers advice?  
 
We hope that in the next two weeks our Careers Advisor will be able to start offering Careers Interviews 
over the phone. We will keep you updated on this. 
 
You are also incredibly fortunate in the Sixth Form to have a weekly PPT sent every week with 
opportunities for you to make the best of. You also have access to Pathway CTM and to Unifrog and, from 
next week, you will be provided with resources to ensure you are able to make the most of this careers 
input from Mr Billington.  
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