
Brazil facts

Continent South America

Population 
size

212 million

Language Portuguese

Money Reals (6.5 Reals = £1)

Religion Catholic

Capital city Brasilia

Year 8: Unit 4

Brazil.

Brazil’s Ecosystems

Ecosystem
A natural system in which living and non-living 
things live and work together.

Amazonia Rainforest – hot and very wet.

Caatinga Brazil’s desert. Hot and very dry.

Pantanal The world’s largest swamp.

Cerrado
Hot and dry grasslands. Can be set on fire by 
lightening in the summer.

Mata Atlantica
These used to be great forests. They are now 
mainly gone because people have cut the trees 
down.

Pampas
Green grasslands. Farmer breed many cows 
(cattle) in this ecosystem.

Brazil’s climate

Weather

The state of the 
atmosphere at a 
certain time 
(hot/cold, wet/dry 
etc.)

Climate
The usual weather 
that a place has.

Equaltorial
Somewhere that is 
on the equator – hot 
and wet.

Arid
Somewhere that is 
very dry

Wildfires

Wildfire
An uncontrolled fire on land that does not usually 
burn. Fires need oxygen, heat and fuel to burn.

Natural causes of 
wildfires.

Volcanoes
Lightening
Periods of very dry weather that makes the land 
dry out. 

Human causes of 
wildfires.

Barbeques
Dropped cigarettes
Arson (deliberately starting a  fire)

Brazil’s location.

Brazil’s ecosystems.

Brazil’s climates.



People in Brazil

People in Brazil come from many different backgrounds. Today they have all mixed so that today 
there is very little racism in Brazil.

German
Came to Brazil in the 1800’s to work in the factories and to help build 
railways.

Japanese Moved to Brazil in the 1900’s. Like to keep themselves to themselves.

Italians Came to Brazil in the 1800’s to work on the coffee farms or ‘Fazendas’.

Indigenous rainforest 
Indians

The original Brazilians. Not many left now. Live in tribes in the 
rainforest.

Development in Brazil.

Development level How good the quality of life is for the people in a country.

Development indicator Something that can be measured to see how developed a place is.

Social indicators
Things to do with peoples’ lives, that can be measured to see how 
developed a place is

Economic indicators
Things to do with money, business and jobs, that can be measured to 
see how developed a place is.

Favelas.

Favela

A Brazilian slum. This is an area 
that has been built by people out 
of scraps of metal and rubbish. 
The favelas in Rio are built on 
hills.

Slum

An illegal settlement of poor 
people living in self-made homes. 
People here live in poor 
conditions.

Why do 
favelas 
exist?

Poor people move to the city to 
find work. They cannot afford a 
proper house and so end up 
living within a favela.

Helping the Favelas – Self-help schemes.

Stage 1
The council installs safe water, sewers and 
electricity into the favela. This provides 
people with basic necessities.

Stage 2
People are given training and tools for 
different building jobs.

Stage 3
The people help each other, using their 
new skills and tools, to improve each 
other’s houses.

Good points:
People get better homes.
People get to know each 
other (better community)
People use skills to get jobs.

Bad points:
Expensive
Cannot be used in Favelas 
where there is lots of crime.

Crime in the favelas.

Why is 
there lots 
of crime?

Many favelas are run by drugs gangs, who 
sell drugs to people inside and outside the 
favela.
This is an easy way for people to make 
money.

Why do 
people in 
favelas 
turn to 
crime?

Most people are not educated. Often, 
crime can be the only way to make a 
decent wage.
People live in poverty and are desperate 
and will do anything to make money. 
Also, some gangs with instil fear and 
threaten people if they don’t do what they 
say.

Why can’t 
the police 
stop the 
crime.

The drugs gangs are armed. It is very 
dangerous for the police to go into the 
favelas.

Brazil’s Golden Triangle.

A favela.


