
Poetic Devices

A metaphor is a way of describing something. It is not a literal 
description. You compare it to something it is not.
A metaphor is made up of three things:

Tenor : The thing you want to try and describe to your audience. 
Vehicle: The imaginative idea you compare it with to help your 
audience understand it. This is the ‘made up’ bit. 
Ground: The things the tenor and the vehicle have in common.

An extended metaphor is a version of metaphor that extends over the 
course of multiple lines, paragraphs, or stanzas of prose or poetry. 
Extended metaphors build upon simple metaphors with figurative 
language and more varied, descriptive comparisons.

Personification is a type of metaphor used by writers to make 
something seem like it is alive, with a human personality. 

Imagery is the use of figurative language to evoke a sensory 
experience in the reader.

Poems

• Hope is the thing with feathers’, Emily Dickinson (1830 – 1886)
A lyric poem in ballad meter written by American poet Emily Dickinson, The 

manuscript of this poem appears in Fascicle 13, which Dickinson compiled 
around 1861. 

• ‘For Forest’, Grace Nichols (1950 - ) 
On a visit to her homeland of Guyana, Grace Nichols explains how the sights 
and sounds of the rainforest were the inspiration for her poem 'For Forest'.

• ‘The Kraken’, Lord Tennyson (1809 – 1892) 
The Kraken is a sonnet by Alfred Tennyson that describes the Kraken, a 
mythical creature. It was published in Tennyson's Poems, Chiefly Lyrical. ‘The 
Grauballe Man’ (extract), Seamus Heaney (1939 – 2013) 
“The Grauballe Man” is an allegorical poem that conveys the political crisis 
and regional warfare happened in Northern Ireland.

• ‘A Poison Tree’, William Blake (1757 - 1827) 
A short and deceptively simple poem about repressing anger and the 
consequences of doing so. The speaker tells of how they fail to communicate 
their wrath and how this continues to grow until it develops into poisonous 
hatred.

• ‘Echo and Narcissus’ (extract), Ted Hughes (1930 – 1998) 

Similarities

• ‘Hope’ and ‘For Forest’ use prominent women writers to introduce extended metaphor and personification.
• ‘The Kraken’ and ‘The Grauballe Man’ look at strange creatures that can be found beneath the surface.
• ‘A Poison Tree’ and ‘Echo and Narcissus’ look at the monster within
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