
 
  

Dear Theology Student,   

Firstly thank you for choosing Theology as one of your options – we can assure 
you that you have made a good decision because:  

1. You will be well supported by all of the RE department throughout your 
studies.  

2. You will study exciting topics that will challenge and enlighten.  

3. You will have a qualification in a highly –regarded academic subject by 
Universities across the country.   

  

What do I need to do over the summer in preparation Theology?   

We require you to complete two pieces of written work; one for Philosophy and 
one for Ethics.   

Due date: Your first Philosophy and Ethics lesson in September 2019. All tasks 
must be complete, neatly presented and handed in on time for marking.   

In your Theology pack we have included an explanation of the tasks (1 for 
Philosophy and 1 for Ethics) and some reading material to get you started.   

  

We look forward to welcoming you to Theology in September,   

   

The RE Department  

  

  

  



Philosophy   
Task: Explain and evaluate Plato’s Analogy of the 

Cave as a universal idea.  
  

Compulsory Task – handed to your teacher FIRST LESSON BACK:  
  

Please read all of the material provided to help you tackle this question.   

You will need to use at least one additional resources in order to fully assess the Analogy of the Cave – 
websites, books and film suggestions are at the bottom of this sheet.   

It should be approximately 300 words at the very least.   

Suggested structure  

Introduction: Background to Plato (Who, What, Where, When, Why etc.) and his analogy.  

Main body:  At least 2 fully developed arguments for and 2 against the Analogy of the Cave as a universal idea 
(applies to all people at all times) where you should make reference to at least 2 other scholars and their 
viewpoint.   

Conclusion: Establish, based on the arguments for and against, whether you agree that Plato’s analogy of the Cave 
is a universal concept.   

  

Additional support material  

If you want to achieve a high grade then you need to be reading at a very high level. You need to engage 
with much more than just the textbook you are given (good though they are).  

Websites:  

a. http://faculty.washington.edu/smcohen/320/cave.htm   
b. http://voices.yahoo.com/platos-allegory-cave-analysis-summary-25170.html   
c. http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/republic.8.vii.html  
d. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (2004, rev.2013), Plato, 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/plato/   

Books:   
1. Philosophy: The Essential Study Guide by Nigel Warburton ISBN 0415341809  
2. Philosophy: The Classics by Nigel Warburton ISBN 0415356296  
3. Sophie's World by Jostein Gaarder ISBN 1858815304   
4. The Puzzle of God – Peter Vardy  Watch:  

  The Truman Show  
The Matrix (the first one!)  
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             Ethics  
  
  

Compulsory Task – handed to your teacher FIRST 
LESSON BACK:  

  
  
  

Task:   
Read and summarise ONE news article on the issue of Euthanasia – there is an example that you could use 
attached, but feel free to choose your own. You should include the main ethical issue(s) raised in the 
article, and explain the arguments FOR and AGAINST each of the issue(s) mentioned.  

  
- Please read all of the material provided to help you tackle this question.   
- You will need to use one additional resource in order to fully assess the ethical 

issue of Euthanasia – websites, books and film suggestions are at the bottom of 
this sheet.   

Suggested structure  

Introduction:   
-Overview of article – who, what, where and when?   
-British Law and current differing views with regard to the article – What are the feelings within 
society regarding this issue?  
-What are the key ethical issues raised in this article? Main 
body:   
-Situation Ethics – What is Situation Ethics? How does this theory apply to your article? What are the 
arguments for and against applying this theory? Links to scholars?  
-Natural Law – What is Natural Law? How does it apply to your chosen article? What are the 
arguments for and against applying this theory? Links to scholars?  
-How can the additional support material link to the chosen article? What are the arguments for and 
against raised by this material? Links to scholars?  
Conclusion:   
Your opinion – What is your view on this issue?  
Summarise your findings DO NOT present any new information!!  

Additional support material – choose 1 at least  
  
Websites:   

a. Stanford Encycloedia of Philosophy (2005 rev.2011) Aquinas’ Moral, Political and Legal 
Philosophy, http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/aquinas-moral-political/   

b. http://www.rsrevision.com/Alevel/ethics/euthanasia/ethics.htm  
c. http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/introduction/situation_1.shtml  

  
Reading:  
Ethics Made Easy – Mel Thompson ISBN 1444123033  
Causing Death and Saving Life, Chapters 14 and 15 – J Glover  
The Puzzle of Ethics – Peter Vardy  Watch:  
BBC  Documentary  
Switzerland   

-  A  short  stay  in  Million Dollar Baby  
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Theology– Bridging Work Assessment criteria  

Below is the assessment criteria for Theology.   

The Philosophy and Ethics tasks will be assessed separately and then 
combined to create your overall Theology baseline level.    
Level   Knowledge  Evaluation  
Level 1  

Basic  

Limited use of the text – 
some ideas presented but 
presented in a very descriptive 
way without selecting the key 
information.  

Can outline some paradoxes 
associated with the attributes 
of God.  

Level 2  

Reasonable  

Accurate information from  
the text is used and is fairly 
detailed. Reasonable use of 
language, spelling and 
grammar– some errors.  

Fairly clear arguments are 
presented in response to 
problems and paradoxes.  
There is a good attempt at a 
conclusion.  

Level 3  

Very Good  

Highly accurate and 
detailed, selective use of 
key information. Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar – 
virtually no errors.  

Clearly expressed 
arguments are presented in 
discussing whether the 
paradoxes can be resolved.  
Reference is made to the text. 
There is a clear and 
reasoned attempt at a 
conclusion.  

  

  



  



 



  



  



  



 



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 



Mail Online   
  

Belgian doctors give healthy woman, 24, green light to die by euthanasia because of 'suicidal thoughts'  
  

• Laura, 24, does not suffer from any terminal disease or physical illness   
• She told doctors who assessed her condition that 'life, that's not for me'  
• Five people a day currently die with the assistance of medics in Belgium  
• New figures show that euthanasia numbers have jumped by a third    By DARREN BOYLE FOR 

MAILONLINE  
PUBLISHED: 15:40, 27 June 2015 | UPDATED: 16:42, 27 June 2015  
  
Belgian doctors are planning to kill a perfectly healthy 24-year-old woman by euthanasia because she is 
suffering from 'suicidal thoughts'.   
It is estimated that five people a day in Belgium die with the assistance of doctors, ranging from those with 
terminal illness to others with chronic, but not life threatening ailments.  
Now, a woman, known only as the fictitious name Laura, has been told she qualifies for euthanasia, despite 
not having a terminal disease.   
  
Laura, 24, admitted she has wanted to end her own life since she was a young child (picture posed by 
model)  
The young woman spoke with Belgian newspaper De Morgen about her decision. She said she was 
convinced that she had to die since her childhood claiming 'life, that's not for me'.   
Laura told the newspaper that these are among her earliest thoughts as she had a troubled childhood. She 
admitted that her arrival was not planned by her parents and that her father drank too much.   
She eventually moved in with her grandparents, but this did not diminish her self-destructive thoughts.   
Laura admitted that her grandparents gave her 'security, peace, and structure,' but that was not enough.   
  
The young woman has been a patient of a psychiatric institution since she was 21, where she made friends 
with a fellow suicidal girl, who died from euthanasia 18-months ago. Since  
She said: 'Even though my childhood certainly contributed to my suffering, I am convinced that I had had 
this death wish even though I grew up with a quiet, stable family.'  
Laura said she has enjoyed the process of planning her own funeral but admits that her death will be 
difficult for her grandparents and her mother.   
She said: 'When I was six, I was once in a room full of friends where guns were located. I remember I was 
able to hold one and was given directions. "It allows me to meet my end," I thought. "So it may be easy." I 
thought then the guns were not loaded, but later I learned that it was. If I had known this at that time, I 
might have pulled the trigger. I can easily imagine.  
'Death feels to me not as a choice. If I had a choice, I would choose a bearable life, but I have done 
everything and that was unsuccessful. I played all my life with these thoughts of suicide, I have also done a 
few attempts. But then there is someone who needs me, and I don’t want to hurt anyone. That has always 
stopped me.  
'What I’m going to say on that last moment, I do not know yet. I have extensively written ideas in letters to 
my friends. I think everything has already been appointed. Maybe I will finally figure it out with these 
words, "Those who are about to die salute you."'  
According to the most recent figures, the numbers of people choosing to end their own lives has surged by 
27 per cent over the previous 12 months.   
Figures showed that in 2013 there were 1,816 cases of euthanasia, compared with 1.432 in 2012.    
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Of the total number of cases in 2013, 51.7 per cent were male patients and 48.3 per cent were female. 
Elderly people aged between 70 and 90 years made up just over half (53.5 per cent) of the total. Those 
aged between 60 and 70 years represented 21 per cent and those aged over 90 years seven per cent.  
The under-60s accounted for just 15 per cent of the total number of cases.  
In 2003 Belgium was the second country in the world to legalise euthanasia after Holland liberalised the 
law a year earlier, becoming the first country since Nazi Germany to permit the practice. Over the past 
decade the numbers of Belgians dying by euthanasia has crept up incrementally. There was a 25 per 
cent increase in the number of euthanasia deaths from 2011 to 2012, soaring from 1,133 to 1,432, a 
figure representing about two per cent of all deaths in the country.  
In February Belgium extended euthanasia to children who are terminally-ill and in a state of unrelieved 
suffering.  
They must also be judged to have ‘capacity of discernment’, affirmed by a psychologist, and the consent of 
their parents before they can die by injection.  
Anti-euthanasia campaigners have argued that such safeguards have consistently proved to be 
meaningless.  
They say that besides patients who are gravely ill euthanasia is used increasingly on people with depression 
or non-terminal conditions.  
Those killed include deaf twins Marc and Eddy Verbessem, 45, who were granted their wish to die in 
December 2012 after they learned they would likely to become blind.  
Belgium's leading euthanasia doctor Wim Distelmans, pictured, arranged a symposium on the practice in 
Auschwitz, which attracted major international condemnation.    
Last year Nancy Verhelst, 44, a transsexual, was also killed by euthanasia after doctors botched her sex 

change operation, leaving her with physical deformities she felt made her look like a ‘monster’. New 

figures have shown that five Belgians die with the assistance of doctors each day (pic posed by  

models)  
However, some reports claim that Belgium's liberalised Euthanasia regime has led to some patients being 
killed without their permission.   
An academic report found that  around one in every 60 deaths of a patient under GP care involves 
someone who has not requested euthanasia.  
Half of the patients killed without giving their consent were over the age of 80, the study found, and two 
thirds of them were in hospital and were not suffering from a terminal disease such as cancer.  
In about four out of five of the cases, the death was not discussed with patients subjected to ‘involuntary 
euthanasia’ because they were either in a coma, they were diagnosed with dementia, or because doctors 
decided it would not be in their best interests to discuss the matter with them.  
Very often doctors would not inform the families of plans to lethally inject a relation because they 
considered it a medical decision to be made by themselves alone, the report published by the Journal of 
Medical Ethics said.  
The report raised new questions over Belgium’s increasingly controversial 13-year-old euthanasia law, 
which has won wide acceptance from the medical establishment, and which now allows even children to 
be killed by doctors.  
Report author Professor Raphael Cohen-Almagor of Hull University said: ‘The decision as to which life is no 
longer worth living is not in the hands of the patient but in the hands of the doctor.’  
‘It should also be noted that deliberately ending the lives of patients without their request is taking place in 
Belgium more than in all other countries that document such practices, including the Netherlands. ‘It is 
worrying that some physicians take upon themselves the responsibility to deliberately shorten patients’ 
lives without a clear indication from the patients that this is what they would want.’  
The Israeli-born politics and philosophy professor added: ‘The Belgian population should be aware of the 
present situation and know that if their lives may come to the point where physicians think they are not 



worth living, in the absence of specific living wills advising physicians what to do then, they might be put to 
death.’  
Belgium’s Euthanasia Act restricts the practice of mercy killing to adults and ‘emancipated children’ who 
are suffering unbearably and who are able to consent. It remains officially illegal for doctors to kill patients 
who have not given their consent to death.  
The study found, however, that many GPs are killing their patients without consent and that lack of 
consent may be more common than officially-approved deaths.  
‘Given that ending patients’ lives without request is more common than euthanasia, it is suggested to urge 
the Belgian medical profession to put this issue high on its agenda,’ Professor Cohen-Almagor said.  For 
confidential support call the Samaritans in the UK on 08457 90 90 90, visit a local Samaritans branch or 
click here for details   
  
  
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3141564/Belgian-doctors-healthy-woman-
greenlight-die-euthanasia-suicidal-thoughts.html#ixzz4CEAEN6vn   
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