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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Governors      21st July 2022 

 

As we come to the end of this academic year it gives me great pleasure to write to you once more and to take this 
opportunity to reflect on the year that has passed and to thank you as always for your ongoing support and 
dedication to the St Edmund Campion Catholic School community.  

 

It has been a very special year here at Campion with it being the first in three years without the disruptions to 
education caused by the Covid pandemic. That’s not to say that the spectre of Covid hasn’t hung over us this year 
especially during the Autumn and Spring terms when Covid absences reached some challenging levels. However it is 
absolute credit to my staff and leadership team that we kept a full education going throughout and while many 
schools sent year groups home for periods of remote learning we maintained a fully operational school without 
disruption to our children’s education. The year has no doubt come with its very many challenges but it has given me 
an enormous sense of pride and admiration for how our school community has risen to the circumstances thrust 
upon us. 

 

Looking back at my summer letter from last year I commented on how saddened I was that I wasn’t able to write 
more about our sporting achievements, or extra curricular activities due to the fact many were unable to have taken 
place due to all the restrictions. In the letter I wrote the following: ‘However, it has made me even more determined 
to ensure that all those opportunities we usually provide for our pupils will be well in place next year’ 

 

Well I hope we have done justice to this statement this year! Just this month alone we have had sports days, theme 
park trips, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, Summer concert, trips to Birmingham University, year 7 STEM karting 
experiences, Year 11 Prom, Year 6 Induction day and evening, History Kenilworth castle visits, visits to Parliament, 6th 
form Geography field trips, victorious Partnership PE events, Cultural Day (a wonderful display and vibrancy and 
diversity!) and much much more. And this was just July! We have a full extra curricular calendar in place for next 
year including outdoor education trips, the long awaited Geography visit to Iceland (you may remember we had to 
postpone this when the pandemic hit), skiing trips to Italy and many many more opportunities for our chidren.  

 

There are so many achievements to be proud of from our school community this year and whilst I cannot give justice 
to all of these some very special mentions must go to the following: 

 

• To the year 11 football team who brought the school with them on their amazing journey to a victorious district 
cup final  

• To two year 7 pupils Mateusz Kubicki and Natalia Duda for being two of the few pupils nationally to achieve a 
Gold award in the junior maths challenge (I was especially proud being their Maths teacher!!) 

Headteacher: 
Mr A Grant MAEd, BSc, PGCE 
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• To Denisa Gramaticu in year 11 who became the first British Romanian Karate champion. Look out for her at the 
Commonwealth games! We also have a world class martial artist in Sinead McCardle and a world class Irish 
dancer in Sinead McElwaine, too.  

• To the year 9 students who took part in the Envision Community apprentices program. They selected and 
researched a local charity for which they then raised the profile of. In a competition with other schools, they 
visited three different businesses and met over forty business leaders at Aston University to deliver a pitch on 
why each business should adopt their charity for the next year. On each occasion they pitched their presentation 
superbly and won the overall competition. 

• To all the pupils who took part in the Duke of Edinburgh bronze and silver expeditions. It was especially pleasing 
to see our 6th formers who had already completed theirs helping and supporting the younger students 

• To the PE department for achieving the School Games Silver Mark Award a real testament to the wealth of 
sporting provision provided here at Campion 

• To the year 12s in 12 Alban who organised the year 7 Disco. It was a wonderful occasion and the year 7s had a 
great time.  

• In the 6th form Victor Agbontean has been awarded a Highly commended for his essay for Cambridge University 
on antibiotic resistance in microorganisms.  

 

The Catholic life of our school lies at the heart of all we do encapsulated in our Mission Statement of ‘Achieving 
Together Through Christ.’ Throughout the year we have provided many opportunities for all of our children to 
encounter Christ everyday not only through our daily interactions but also through the many Chaplaincy and 
collective worship events that have taken place throughout the year. Our new Lay Chaplain, Mr Sorroll, has worked 
hard to establish our pupil chaplaincy groups and I am proud of the positive influence these young people are 
having. Throughout the year we have held many Masses (often online, with us taking the opportunity to use our new 
found technological skills from the pandemic!) particularly on our feast day and on Holy days of Obligations. We 
have also held many liturgical services including Remembrance services, last month’s Corpus Chrsti procession and 
our May procession in Honour of Our Lady, Mary. You only need to follow the chaplaincy twitter feed to see all of 
the amazing and wonderful things happening here at St Edmund Campion to celebrate our vibrant Catholic Life. 
Something that I think has been a particularly positive experience has been the opportunities to celebrate with the 
children from our partner primary schools within our St John Paul II Multi Acacdemy community. It is lovely to see 
future Campionites celebrating with us. We should also mention all the wonderful charity work that takes place in 
school. I will always remember the Soak the Teacher event and this year, Year 12 students collaborated with Year 
11s to organise the event. I’m not sure all of us teachers enjoyed being soaked with buckets – but it was a wonderful 
memory of students coming together to raise lots of money for Ukraine. A big thank you must go to Mr Oxley who is 
our person in charge of Catholic Life and is the person who makes all these things happen.  

 

This time of year is often a time when we say goodbye to some staff. At Easter we said goodbye to Mr Lowe, Dr 
Sumner, Mr Billington, Ms Taye and Mrs O’Malley and we thank them all for their services to our school and wish 
them all the very best for the future. A special mention must go now to Mr Dawson who sadly leaves us today to 
take up the Head of Music position at Bishop Walsh. Mr Dawson has been at Campion for 25 years and has been an 
inspirational figure during his time here. We thank him for all of his valuable contributions to life here at Campion 
especially through his musical contributions to our Catholic life events, our spectacular drama productions and the 
many various summer and carol concerts over the 25 years. Mr Dawson will be greatly missed and we wish him all 
the very best for the future and I’m sure that we will continue to work together with him still being part of our St 
John Paul II Multi Academy.  

 

With people leaving we also welcome new staff to the school. Miss Peacock joined the History department in April 
and we are also welcoming Miss Van Loan to History in September. We welcome too Mrs Banks to Geography and 
Mr Jenkins to English whilst we also welcome Miss Cattell to Drama as she covers Mrs Hives maternity leave. Mr 
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Harrison also joins us as Vice Principal in September and he will be overseeing the personal development, behaviour 
and attitudes area of the school working closely with Mrs Fleming and Mr Morris in particular. Mr Harrison joins us 
from St Thomas Aquinas Catholic School. A very warm welcome to all of these staff and I wish them all the very best 
during their time here at Campion. I’m sure they will no doubt find it a very rewarding experience and the Campion 
community is indeed a very special place. I am very pleased to have appointed a very talented group of people and I 
very much look forward to working with them next year.  

 

This year we have seen the first full public examination series for three years for our GCSE, A level and BTEC 
students. There were many worries leading up to the exams not least concerns over Covid restrictions and whether 
the exams would be going ahead or not. It is an absolute testament to the students and staff involved that the whole 
series went extremely smoothly. All were very well prepared and I know staff and students worked tirelessly so that 
they were given every opportunity to show the very best of themselves. It was always very important to us as a 
school that these students were given every bit of support we could especially given the disruptions to their 
education these last few years. For our year 13s this was their first public exam series! We look forward to seeing 
their results on August 18th (post 16) and August 25th (Year 11). I know the staff have been keeping all our year 11 
and 13 pupils in their prayers and we wish them all the very best. I am very much looking forward to seeing many in 
our fabulous 6th form next year.  

 

I would like to end by thanking two groups of people in particular. Firstly our staff who have once more shown a 
dedication and commitment to the education of our students in school. We are very fortunate here to have such a 
talented and committed staff body. This includes both those adults who teach as well as those non teaching staff 
who support our school and our pupils in so many different ways. I am always amazed at the end of every academic 
year when I look back on everything we have accomplished and it is down to the staff body who tackle every 
challenge with vervour and dedication in ensuring all of our children receive the very best education they can. We 
have faced many challenges from global pandemics, to heatwaves, to leaky roofs, staff shortages in catering and 
cleaning but more importantly it is those daily matters and interactions with the children and those times when our 
individual students need us that we as a staff body shine and the support we provide is second to none.  

 

Secondly I would like to thank our student body, that is all the children who make up the vast majority of what we 
call our Campion community. You are what school is about and as I always say it is our mission to send you out into 
the world being the very best people you can be, both academically and morally. I am always amazed by the 
wonderful things you do and your reputation for doing good and for being kind and respectful (standard 6!) 
precedes you. We are very fortunate to have each other and it is how we work together that makes Campion such a 
wonderful community.  

 

Final thank yous go to our governors who behind the scenes work hard to hold myself and the leadership team to 
account and to all the parents and carers for your ongoing and continued support.  

 

So we look forward to next academic year which no doubt will come with its challenges but will also come with its 
own very many memorable achievements and celebrations. There are already so many things in the calendar to look 
forward to and 2022-23 promises to be another year full of opportunity and success. If I could take this opportunity 
just to remind parents to ensure your children return to school in September with everything they need from 
uniform to equipment. We will be very strict on uniform standards in September so it is very important that you get 
the correct trousers, shoes etc over the summer break. Equipment is vital to learning and we expect full pencil cases 
in September. Ties, badges, fully stocked pencil cases and calculators can all be purchased throughout the summer 
break from our main office which will be open from 9.00. A powerpoint with all the information you need will be 
sent out on parentmail alongside this letter so please do take the time over the summer holiday to read through it 
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carefully. The enquiry email address will continue to be monitored over the holidays so please do contact us if you 
have any queries. 

 
I hope you all have an enjoyable, restful and safe summer break and we look forward to welcoming all our pupils and 

staff back to school in September.  

Kind Regards 

 

Mr A. Grant (Principal: St Edmund Campion Catholic School) 
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