
Year 7 Autumn 2 Practice Assessment  
This extract will not be featured in your exam.  
 
Read this extract from chapter 13 of ‘Oliver Twist’. 
 
Bill has just been introduced to the reader. He suddenly starts 
to kick and swear at his dog. His dog bites him and then hides 
under a table. Bill throws a cup at his head, then threatens him 
with a knife and a poker. 
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    'Keep quiet, you warmint! Keep quiet!' said Mr. Sikes, suddenly 

breaking silence. Whether his meditations were so intense as to 

be disturbed by the dog's winking, or whether his feelings were 

so wrought upon by his reflections that they required all the 

relief derivable from kicking an unoffending animal to allay 

them, is matter for argument and consideration. Whatever was 

the cause, the effect was a kick and a curse, bestowed upon 

the dog simultaneously.  

 Dogs are not generally apt to revenge injuries inflicted upon 

them by their masters; but Mr. Sikes's dog, having faults of 

temper in common with his owner, and labouring, perhaps, at 

this moment, under a powerful sense of injury, made no more 

ado but at once fixed his teeth in one of the half-boots.  

    'You would, would you?' said Sikes, seizing the poker in one 

hand, and deliberately opening with the other a large clasp-

knife, which he drew from his pocket. 'Come here, you born 

devil! Come here! D'ye hear?'  

 

 

 

Wrought upon – 

irritated 

Derivable – that 

comes from 

 

Here is your assessment question: 

What type of character is Bill Sikes? 
You must refer to this extract, and other key events in the story that have 
influenced your opinion of the character Bill Sikes. 
 

 

When you’ve finished, check your writing. 
 Check 1: Have you written about the extract that has been provided? 

 Check 2: Have you written about parts of the story that involve Bill Sikes? 

 Check 3: Are there any run-on sentences? 

 Check 4: Have you used proper nouns clearly and accurately? 


