
KS3 English Curriculum 2022-23 
 

Y7 
Autumn Term: Victorian 
Literature 

Spring Term: Shakespeare Summer 1: Modern Literature Summer 2: Voices and Choices 

 Oliver Twist A Midsummer Night’s Dream Poetry Anthology Ancient Tales 
Key knowledge: Life in Victorian 
London; Victorian crime; the form 
of a novel; Bill Sikes, Fagin, the 
Artful Dodger, Oliver; 
morality 

Key knowledge: Life in Elizabethan 
England; life in ancient Athens; 
Shakespeare’s life; the four lovers; 
the love potion; Elizabethan family 
relationships; the form of a play 

Key knowledge: Structure and use 
of metaphor; poetic forms; poets 
studied include William Blake and 
Alfred Lord Tennyson, Phoebe 
Hesketh, Langston Hughes, Richard 
Kell, Carl Sandburg 

Key knowledge: What Ancient Tales 
are; the oral story tradition; what 
the morals of stories are; ‘The 
Cheetah’s Whisker’; ‘Hansel and 
Gretel’; ‘Two Dinners’; ‘The Giant’s 
Causeway’; ‘The Wicked King’; ‘1001 
Nights’ 

 
Writing 
Mastery 

 
Writing Mastery 1 and 2: 
 Grammar content includes:  writing in complete and full sentences; identifying the action and verb; subject-verb agreement for ‘to-be’, regular and 
irregular past simple verbs, avoiding fragments; avoiding fused sentences; using capital sentences accurately; using pronouns; sentence structure; 
paragraphing; speech punctuation.  
Writing content includes: telling what happened; opening a story, writing about up to four images, writing with no images, structuring a story 
 

 

 
Y8 

Autumn Term: Victorian 
Literature 

Spring Term: Shakespeare Summer 1: Modern Literature Summer 2: Voices and Choices 

The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes 

The Tempest Animal Farm Descriptive Writing and Poetry 

Key knowledge: Scientific 
developments in the Victorian era; 
class and society in Victorian 
England; the detective genre; 
duality; periodicals 

 Key knowledge: The Elizabethan 
age of exploration; colonialism; 
nature / nurture; the form of a 
comedy; subplots; soliloquy and 
monologue; Italian city-states 

Key knowledge: Allegory; Orwell’s 
life and times; the Russian 
Revolution; recurring imagery; irony 
and corruption 

Key knowledge: Making a 
description emotive, using imagery, 
sequencing a piece of descriptive 
writing, Poetry: Emily Dickinson, Ted 
Hughes, Grace Nichols, Seamus 
Heaney 

 
Writing 
Mastery 

 
Writing Mastery 3: 
 Grammar content includes: clauses; subordinate clauses; sentence demarcation; speech; apostrophes; possessive pronouns.  
Writing content includes: problem solved stories; love stories; action stories; fantast quests; horror stories; poetic justice, Chekov’s gun; avoiding deus ex-
machina. 
 



 
Y9 

Autumn Term: Victorian 
Literature 

Spring Term: Modern Drama Summer 1: Modern Literature Summer 2: Voices and Choices 

Jane Eyre Small Island Poetry Reading for Study 
Key knowledge: Victorian attitudes 
to children and childhood; rural 
isolation; Christianity; Victorian 
sickness; juxtaposition in Jane Eyre 

Key knowledge: The Windrush; 
colonialism and multi-cultural 
Britain; modern dramatic 
conventions; character and 
monologue; foreshadowing; the 
form of a tragedy; AC Bradley’s 
lectures on tragic character. 

Key knowledge:  Poetry from a 
diverse range of cultures including: 
You Clap for me Now, Search for my 
Tongue, Blessing, Vultures, Requiem 
for the Croppies, Lament for Syria, 
Rong Radio Station, Embrace Our 
Differences 

Key knowledge:  Reading 
nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-
first century non-fiction; writing a 
letter, article, speech, essay; 
purpose, audience, formality, style. 

 
Writing 
Mastery 

 
Writing Mastery 4:  
Grammar content includes: subordinate clauses; quantifiers; defining and non-defining relative clauses; appositives; past perfect tenses; future perfect 
tenses; using conditionals. Writing content includes: argumentative writing; introducing examples; writing a thesis; writing an introduction; ‘because, but, 
so’ counter-arguing; writing a complete non-fiction argument. 
 

 


