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Dear Parents and Carers        15th January 2021 
 
As you will be aware schools are going to be operating a rapid lateral flow testing programme for pupils on their 
return to school. Along with our ongoing protective measures these tests will help staff and pupils remain in school 
safely. Whilst opting for your child to participate in the programme is voluntary I would encourage you to do so as 
this will be an effective measure in slowing the spread of the virus.  
 
Guidance about this process can be read here:  
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/947799/school
s_and_colleges_testing_handbook.pdf  
 
This guidance is primarily for us as to how to set up the programme but there is a lot of relevant information for 
yourselves. I have also tried to answer any potential questions below and I hope this will give you a clear 
understanding as to what the process involves.  
 
Once you have read the guidance and you decide to give consent to this programme please complete this google 
consent form (Ctrl and Click to access).  
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wm_jgFGVvka3o8LPPqD7rVk5m4o378NPhzMdF20oKCdUQ0
1GQkNaN1IxM1JMUDU0QThSNlcwMklEWS4u  
 
Students over 16 are able to consent themselves otherwise the form should be completed by parents.  
 
Note that this is the standard NHS track and trace testing consent form.  
 
Kind Regards 
 

 
 
Mr Grant (Headteacher) 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher: 
Mr A Grant MAEd, BSc, PGCE 
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1. How often will my child be tested? 
 
There are two elements to this programme.  
 
The first is that on your child’s return to school they will receive two Lateral Flow (LF) tests within 3 to 5 days of each 
other. This will happen within the first two weeks of their return.  
 
Once this is done they will then only be tested further if they are identified as a contact of someone who has tested 
positive. This is the serial testing.  
 
2. What is involved in taking the test? 
 
We have set up a testing centre in school. Your child will go to this centre and be supported to administer the test 
themselves. It involves swabbing your tonsils and one nostril. Full information about this process will be provided 
when you undertake the test and is also in the guidance above.  
 
We will receive the result after 30 minutes and will inform parents and the child if the result is positive. You will also 
receive notification from NHS Track and Trace.  
 
The result will either be positive, negative or invalid. If it is invalid it will need to be taken again.  
 
3. What happens if my child’s LF test result is positive? 
 
We will inform and isolate your child immediately and contact yourselves to collect them.  
 
You will need to book a PCR test flr your child, and your household should isolate until you receive the result.  
 
If the PCR result is positive also then you and your household should isolate for 10 days from the date of the original 
lateral flow test.  
 
If the PCR result is negative your child can return to school.  
 
 
4. What happens if my child is identified as a contact of someone who has tested positive?  
 
If you have given consent then your child will take part in the seven day serial testing programme. This means that 
your child will be tested every school day for seven days and will not be required to isolate (except for the weekend 
as you will not be able to be tested then). You r child can continue to attend school. 
 
If you have not consented to take part then your child will be required to self isolate at home for 10 days and must 
not come to school.  
 
Note: This applies whether your child is identified as a contact of someone in school or out of school.  
 
 
5. If my child takes part does that mean they no longer need to adhere to the Covid secure measures in place? 
 
No. Your child must continue to adhere to all measures in school whether you sign up for the programme or not. 
This includes the wearing of face masks.  
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6. Does my child have to take part? 
 
No it is entirely your choice. You must give your consent though if you do choose for your child to take part.  
 
 
7. Does my child still get tested if they don’t have symptoms? 
 
Yes. The lateral flow testing is for asymptomatic testing.  
 
 
8. My child has developed Covid 19 symptoms. What do I do? 
 
The lateral flow testing is for asymptomatic persons only. If your child has COVID 19 symptoms you will need to book 
a PCR test as normal isolating with your household until the result comes through. You should also let the school 
know and your child must not come to school until you receive the results of the test.  
 
 
9. What infection prevention and control measures will my child follow when having the LF test?  
 
When your child comes to have their test taken they will be kept at 2m distances and be required to wear a face 
mask, sanitising their hands on entry to and exit from the centre.  
 
 
10. What happens to the data collected on my child? 
 
There is a St John Paul II Multi Academy privacy notice that you can read here based on the NHS privacy notice 
 
 
11. Do I have to pay for these tests? 
 
No they are provided free of charge 
 
12. My child has already had COVID 19. Should they take part? 
 
If it is within 90 days of when your child had COVID 19 then no they should not take part. If it is after 90 days then 
yes they can.  
 
13. I have more questions. Where can I get the answers to these from? 
 
Please email enquiry@stedcamp.bham.sch.uk and we will get back to you asap 
 
This site also provides further information. https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-
content/uploads/sites/52/2020/12/C0964_LFT-in-primary-care-FAQs-18-Dec.pdf  
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