
St Edmund Campion Catholic School  

 
Information to Year 11 Students: FAQ document re Exams  
 

To: Year 11 Students        Date: 07/01/2021  

  
Dear Year 11 Student  
  
For your information I have put together a Frequently Asked Questions document to support with your 
understanding of the situation regarding your exams this summer and your provision over the year. I will 
continue to update this as and when we get more information.  
 
Kind Regards 
 
Mr Grant 
 
1. So my summer GCSE exams have been cancelled. How will I be awarded a GCSE grade for each of my 
subjects? 
 
It has been confirmed that your grades will be based on teacher assessments (Centre assessed grades or 
CAGs). We are waiting for more information about this but I can tell you what happened with these CAG 
grades last year.  
 
Schools and teachers were instructed to look at a pupil’s previous assessments, such as mock exams and 
coursework, together with their ongoing work and any other knowledge they had about a pupil and 
generate a Centre Assessed Grade (CAG).  
 
Teachers, Heads of department as well as senior leaders then had to moderate this data internally before it 
was submitted to each exam board.  
 
Pupils received these Centre Assessed Grades on their results days in August and these are their awarded 
grades.  
 
2. So my mock exams are now going to be even more important. What are the plans for these? 
 
You will sit your mock exams on your return to school and we will communicate further information to you 
about this soon including what you should revise. We had planned a series of mock examinations for 
March anyway.  
 
We are aware that there are still 4 mock exams to complete from December. Due to a later than expected 
return to school date (at least after February half term) we will most likely cancel these exams, and 
assessments for these missing subjects will be incorporated into a second round of mock exams. This 
means that any further revision you do outside of your remote learning should incorporate all subjects, not 
just the exams that you were due to sit this week. 
 
3. I take a BTEC. Are these exams cancelled? 
 
The situation around BTECs is still very unclear. Once we have a clearer picture we will update you.  
Last year BTEC exams were cancelled and the exam board used module grades alongside teacher 
assessments to generate a final grade.  



 
4. What about coursework? 
 
Again we are still waiting information about this. Last year pupils were not expected to complete their 
coursework. However pupils were told later in the year last year so we do not at this point know.  
 
5. What about my remote lessons? 
 
It is even more important that you access your lessons as normal and complete all the work as best you 
can. Your participation in lessons along with the work you produce will very likely contribute to your final 
grade.  
 
6. When are we going to back in school? 
 
At this stage we are unsure, but we will keep you updated.  It will be after February Half-Term though.  
Your timetabled lessons will continue remotely until you return.  
 
7. Will we carry on with the whole curriculum?  
 
Yes, your usual timetabled lessons will continue as normal. We believe you will be expected to complete as 
much of each course as possible and teachers will be expected to take this in to account when putting 
forward your grades.  
 
It is also important as you will be moving onto A levels or Level 3 BTECs in year 12 and will need to be 
properly prepared for this by completing your GCSE/Level 2 BTEC courses.  
 
8. I have applied for 6th form. What happens next? 
 

If you have applied to join our Outstanding Sixth Form, and a huge number of you have, your application 

will automatically become a conditional offer. This means that, provided you achieve six grades 4s at GCSE 

and meet the individual subject entry requirements for the subjects you wish to study, you will have a 

place to join the Sixth Form in September 2020. 

Mrs Griffiths, the Director of Post-16, will be holding meetings on Teams for Year 11 students to ask any 

questions about the Sixth Form and the application process. The first of these is this Friday 8th January at 

2pm. 
 

9. I haven’t applied to 6th form but would now like to.  What can I do? 
 
If you have not yet applied to the Sixth Form the application window is still open until the end of January.  

To ensure you make informed choices about your Level 3 subjects, our Sixth Form Virtual Open Event is live 

on the website: https://www.stedcamp.bham.sch.uk/1515/virtual-open-evening and the application form 

can be found here: https://www.stedcamp.bham.sch.uk/1471/apply-september-2021 

 
10. What can I do to support my Mental Health during the Lockdown?  
 
This is a particularly challenging time for all year 11 students.  As a school you can have every confidence 
that we are here for you. If you feel that you need further support, please email Mrs Fleming, Mr Hussey or 
Mr R Morris in the first instance.  
 

https://www.stedcamp.bham.sch.uk/1515/virtual-open-evening


It is important to try and establish a good routine and ensure you are also getting a good night’s sleep.  
Your Core PE lessons via Teams will have a wellbeing focus too. There are lots of useful websites and apps 
available you might like to try:  
 

• Headspace - https://www.headspace.com/covid-19  
• Pause - https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.org.uk/services/13-pause 0207 841 4470 
• Silvercloud(online 24/7 support) - https://ftb.silvercloudhealth.com/signup/ 
• Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 0800 1111 
• Kooth - https://www.kooth.com/ 
• The Blurt Foundation - https://www.blurtitout.org/resource/the-coronavirus-helpful-hub/?fbclid=IwAR1KZm-

Ehn6ArEjZFX2PGo0snE_jZjy2oJNW9zlR_o8IlVmJukZILRiPEQA 

 
11.  I am worried that I have not had a Careers Interview and would like to get some independent 
Careers advice?  
 
We hope that in the next two weeks we will be able to for our Careers Advisor to start offering Careers 
Interviews over the phone. We will keep you updated on this. 
 
12. Where can I go to get additional revision and work? 
 
The curriculum section on our website has lots of links etc 
 
https://www.stedcamp.bham.sch.uk/503/curriculum-intent  
 
This booklet on our website has a lot of links and tips 
 
https://stendmundcampion.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/3-0-revision-guidance-
booklet.pdf?t=1565096477?ts=1610013679 
 
In addition email your teachers or heads of department 
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