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St Edmund Campion Catholic School 

Policy: Homework 

The fundamental aim of this policy is to ensure that every member of the community achieves their full potential, and 

to assist parents in their God-given role as educators. This policy outlines what is meant by effective homework and 

the various responsibilities around this.  

The responsibility for setting high quality homework lies with all members of staff in order to support the Catholic 

ethos in recognising the unique dignity of each individual pupil and their needs. Pupils and parents also have a 

responsibility in ensuring that homework is completed. Furthermore, at St Edmund Campion School we recognise that 

homework is an essential aspect to raise the attainment of all students and homework supports our knowledge rich 

curriculum.  

 

Policy Sections: 

 

A. Rationale: Why is homework important? 

B. Whole school homework strategies. (see appendices 1, 2 and 3) 

C. Homework Year 7, 8 and 9  

D. Homework Year 10 and 11 

E. Homework Year 12 and 13 

F. Homework during exam periods 

G. Roles and Responsibilities for Policy Implementation  

A. Rationale: Why is homework important?  
 
If a student completes an hour’s homework per school night for five years … it is the equivalent of an extra school 
year.  

• It aids pupils and students in making accelerated progress in learning.  

• It can provide students with the opportunity to:  
o practise further what has been learnt in class.  
o apply what they have learnt in new contexts or situations.  
o prepare them for future learning.  
o integrate skills with knowledge and concepts.  

• It provides opportunities for pupils and students to develop the practice of independent learning. This way of 
working is vital at the later stages of secondary education as well as Further and Higher education 

• It provides pupils with opportunity to apply their passion and gain a deeper insight into the subject.  

• It involves parents and others in the students' work for their mutual benefit.  

• It provides opportunities for long term research, enquiries and other work.  

• It can form an important part of the student's notes – in preparation for the next lesson.  

• It ensures pupils and students gain valuable experience of working to deadlines.  
 

B. Whole School Homework Strategies 
 

1. Application and deliberate practice tasks- e.g. exam questions, extended writing pieces etc  
 

2. Reading: Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only perform better in tests 
than those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a better 
understanding of other cultures. At St Edmund Campion Catholic School we recognise the importance of 
reading and expect that every student should be reading every day for a minimum of 30 minutes.  

 

3. Self-Quizzing: Quizzing is proven by research to have a significant impact on long term memory retention. 
Quizzing homework is designed to enable the students to develop the skills needed to be effective learners. It 
is a simple yet effective memory strategy that instructs students how to chunk, memorise and recall key 
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elements of learning. It is essential that students master this skill as the new GCSE specifications require an 
even stronger command of subject knowledge. Quizzing enables students to master information at home by 
ensuring that it is memorised over a longer period of time. Using Knowledge organisers and more detailed 
classwork, quizzing strategies include: 
 

- Chunk it: Students look at what they have been asked to learn. They organise the content into smaller sections. 
Doing this will prevent students being overwhelmed with content.  

- Memorise the section: Students repeat content or write it out in the retrieval practice homework book from 
memory increasing the amount each time repeatedly until they do not get it wrong.  

- Cover it up: Cover up the section students are learning. Quiz on these sections.  
- Write it out: Students write out what they can remember. They do not look back at their knowledge 

organiser’s even if they are struggling, instead they engage and challenge their brain.  
- Check it: Students once they have written what they can remember, refer back to their knowledge organiser 

and check and correct their work in a different colour pen.  
- Repeat: Students repeat the steps and this time focus on the words/sections that they got wrong.  
- Transform: Students use their learning from class to transform their notes into a different format 
- Use of mnemonics to help students recall their learning 

 
4. Cornell note taking: The Cornell note taking technique is proven to be one of the most effective. Research 

shows using Cornell notes makes it easier to organise and review notes when learning, making it the perfect 
tool for exam preparation. The system itself encourages students to reflect on their notes by summarising 
them briefly in their own words. This task supports students to review and strengthen their memory of the 
topic. Students can then use the different sections to quiz themselves. Cornell notes can be collected and re-
used time and time again. Teachers will identify which sections that students should be making Cornell notes 
on and ask students to record it in their planner.  

 

5. Flashcard creation and use: Flashcards are another way of quizzing and are a powerful tool to aid 
memorization of key facts. Flashcards test knowledge so long-term memory is increased and therefore aiding 
recall in exams at the end of the course. Flashcards exercise the mental process of active recall and are a quick 
way of testing what you know. Students need to remember what they learn making this method of homework 
effective when testing themselves in recall of subject knowledge multiple times.  

 

6. Online: Online packages such as Corbett maths and My Maths support students’ learning by testing what they 
have learnt in class and then providing instant feedback. Students can access a wealth of reliable, curriculum-
mapped materials to support their learning and help fill the gaps in their knowledge.  

 
C. For Years 7, 8 and 9   
 
Set weekly using a retrieval practice method. Homework is completed in a retrieval practice homework book using the 

subject knowledge organisers. Students should always have their retrieval practice homework folders and exercise 

books in school.  

On a weekly basis form tutors will check that homework had been completed to a high standard. Detentions sanctions 

will in place for students not completing homework. Maths will set online homework using My Maths. Reading should 

be carried out for 30 minutes per night.  

Subject teachers can also set homework which is recorded in the student planner and collected in as per the direction 

of the class teacher. Parents should check the student planner every night.  
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St Edmund Campion Catholic School Weekly Homework Grid 2020-2021 – Year 7, 8 and 9  

 

 
 
D. For Years 10, and 11  
 
Students in Years 10 and 11 will be set a variety of tasks that will support them to learn the required knowledge and 
to practise the necessary skills required to complete their GCSE and Vocational courses.  This includes quizzing 
homework using their knowledge organisers or online (e.g. Corbett Maths, My Maths); summary tasks using Cornell 
note taking and flash cards and application and deliberate practice tasks. Homework should be recorded in the student 
planner and checked nightly by parents.  
 
E. For Years 12 and 13  
 
Students in Years 12 and 13 will be set a variety of tasks that will support them to learn the required knowledge and 
practice the necessary skills required to complete their A Level and Level 3 vocational courses; quizzing homework 
using their knowledge organisers; summary tasks using Cornell note taking and flash cards; and application and 
deliberate practice tasks including examination preparation and wider subject reading. Homework should be recorded 
in the student planner.  
  
Year 12 and Year 13 students should be given opportunity to transform their new learning, deliberately practice 

applying it and will be given the opportunity to recall learning through retrieval practice. 

 

F. Homework during exam periods  
 

Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 students will only be set revision homework during the mock examination periods and the two 
weeks leading up to them.  
Year 7, 8 and 9 will be set revision homework the week before and during the week of their mid-year and end of year 
exams.  
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G. Roles and Responsibilities for Policy Implementation 

1. Subject Leaders and Other Subject TLR Holders 

Subject leaders are expected to hold their team to account for the quality of the homework set, and the 

implementation of the policy. Subject leaders should adopt a programme of regular monitoring of pupil work which 

includes homework.  

2. Teaching Staff 

Regular whole staff training will be provided on ways to set homework and give feedback on it. Form tutors are 

expected to check whole school homework on a weekly basis. Teachers are expected to engage with Continued 

Professional Development and keep up to date with evidence-based research around teaching, learning and 

homework methods in their subject areas. Subject leaders are expected to monitor this through book looks and faculty 

training.  

3. Parents 

Parents are expected to engage with their child’s homework and discuss homework feedback with them.  It is vital 

that all parents support the school in implementing school policy especially those areas such as homework. Parents 

should understand that pupils will be appropriately sanctioned should their homework fall below the required high 

standards.  

4. Pupils 

Pupils and students are expected to complete all homework set and respond positively to all feedback, acting on it as 

directed by teachers. This will include completing homework outside of the classroom and a study zone in the School 

Hall is available every evening to allow students to complete their work in a quiet space, with internet access.  

5. Leadership Team 

As part of the ongoing school monitoring and evaluation the leadership team will regularly quality assure pupil books, 

checking for high quality homework independent of and alongside subject leaders. 

 

Approval by Governing Body and Review Date 

This policy has been formally approved and adopted by the Governing Body at a formally convened meeting. 

Signed: ____________________________________________  Chair of Governing Body 

Date Approved: 

Date for Review:   
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Appendix 1 – Quizzing 
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Appendix 2 – Cornell Notes 
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Appendix 3 – Flashcards 

 

 

 

 


