
Year 11 into 12 Bridging Work for History 
One of the modules that you will be studying is called The Sun King: Louis XIV 
of France, 1643 to 1715. You probably don’t know much about this period so it 
is important to begin to prepare early so that we can hit the ground running in 
September. 

This task is designed to give you some background on the years leading up to 
the start of our period in 1643. It will also tell us what you can do and how 
committed you are! 

You will need to read the chapter called “Richelieu, 1622 – 1642” and use it do 
the tasks below ( This is scanned into this folder – see me if you have any 
difficulty finding it) Richelieu was the chief minister of France during the reign 
of King Louis III. He worked hard to increase the power of the King. He faced a 
lot of opposition from powerful groups who did not want this – if the King 
increased his power, they lost some of theirs. 

You will be able to read much of the chapter quite easily but there are some 
difficult words and phrases – no apologies for this as this is A Level! Use a 
dictionary or look it up in a reference book or website. 

You will not need information from all the chapter but will need to find the 
pages that are relevant. 

NOTE: the nobility/ nobles / magnates were powerful landowners and had 
titles such as Duke or Count. They include members of the royal family. 

TASKS  

1. Describe Richelieu’s character. (about a paragraph) 
2. What were his aims? (a paragraph) 
3. Describe 3 conspiracies by the nobles against Richelieu and the King. ( 

about a side) 
4.  How serious was noble opposition to Richelieu? You will need to discuss 

both sides of this question and come to a judgement. ( write about 2 
sides of A4 paper) 

 

GOOD LUCK! Mr Burgess 
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