
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions please email Mrs Griffiths on: griffithss@stedcamp.bham.sch.uk 

A Level Film Studies 
Bridging Work 2019 

 

Name:___________________________ 
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Task One: Research 
Your task is to research the director Guillermo del Toro 

Your presentation should include: 

• A brief background to the director 

• Key features of the director’s style 

• The most recognisable aspects of the director’s work 

• Supporting film clips 

• Examples of research from a range of sources (books, internet, magazines, DVDs etc) 

• A supporting PowerPoint presentation 

 

Task Two: Research the film context for Pan’s 
Labyrinth [del Toro, 2006] 

What does it mean if a country is a republic? 
 
 
 
 

 

When did the Spanish Civil War take place and why? 
 
 
 
 

 

What is fascism? 
 
 
 
 

 

Task Three: Understanding Film Language 
Read the introductory chapter about Film Language. 

• Film Language will form the basis of your studies of Film and, without an understanding of 

both the micro and macro features of film you will struggle to discuss, analyse and create 

your own film products. 

• As a part of the chapter, there are green box activities. Whether you complete them or not 

is optional (there will be extra credit for those of you who do) but you will need an 

understanding of film language before you will be able to progress to… 

 



Task Four: Applying Film Language 
These still images are taken from the film Pan’s Labyrinth [del Toro, 2006] 

 

Cinematography 
Which shot and 
angle are used? 
What is the lighting 
like? What can you 
infer from their 
use? 

  

Mise-en-Scène 
What do you 
notice about 
costume and props 
in the shot? What 
information do 
they give you? 

  

Performance 
Look at any actors 
in the shot. What 
are their facial 
expressions like? 
How are they 
reacting to other 
characters? What 
does this help you 
to understand? 
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Task Five: Watching a Film 
Watch the film Pan’s Labyrinth [del Toro, 2006] 

The film is available on Amazon Prime or at https://vimeo.com/224259686 

Write 300 words about the film. In this, you should include anything you notice about the 

representation of male and female characters in the film. Were there any gender roles that stood 

out to you when you were watching, such as roles of women in Spanish society in the 1940s. What 

genre is the film – how did you know – was this film similar to any others you have watched? Also 

include what you appreciated about the film. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/224259686


Glossary 
Create a list here of new words and terminology you encounter as you complete this bridging work. 

Word Definition 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 






























