
KS3 English Curriculum 2021-2022 

  Semester 1 
Sept – end of Nov 

Semester 2 
Dec- Feb half term 

Semester 3 
Mid Feb – Mid May 

Semester 4 
Mid May to July 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 

Scheme of 
Learning 

Origins of Literature: Greek Mythology Novel Study: A Monster Calls Shakespeare: Much Ado About Nothing Poetry: Poetry Anthology 
An Introduction to Poetry 

Key Knowledge • To know the origins and 
conventions of myths 

• To know that myths usually 
convey a message or warning  

• To know how language is used in 
myths to present key characters 
and setting and create tension. 

• To know and be able to identify 
parts of a narrative 

 

• To know how characters are 
shaped and developed over the 
course of the novel and how this 
affects our reading of the text 

• To be able to show an awareness 
of the narrative point of view 

• To understand the ways writers 
use language and structure for 
effect 

• To understand the writer’s 
purpose  

 

• To know about William 
Shakespeare and why we study 
his writing. 

• To know what life was like when 
Shakespeare was writing and how 
this is reflected in the plays. 

• To understand the ways writers 
create characters with language 

• To understand stagecraft and 
audience reaction. 

 

• To know the characteristics of 
different forms of poetry and 
their purpose (e.g. Ballad, Free 
verse etc.) 

• To know how poets use language 
to create effects 

• To know how poets use structure 
for effect in poetry 

• To be able to compare poems by 
themes/ attitudes/ ideas 

 

Key skills and 
concepts 

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text 

• To be able to select and use 
appropriate textual references to 
support inference 

• To know and use some subject 
specific terminology 

• To know how writers use 
language to entertain their 
readers 

 

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text 

• To be able to select and use 
appropriate textual references to 
support inference 

• To know and use subject specific 
terminology accurately 

• To know how writers create 
suspense/ tension through use of 
language and structure 

 

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text with 
appropriate use of textual 
references 

• To comment on the writer’s 
intentions (purpose) through 
exploration of key themes 

• To know and use some subject 
specific terminology 

• To be able to make contextual 
links (historical/ social) 

 

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text with 
appropriate use of textual 
references 

• To use some subject specific 
terminology in analytical 
responses 

• To begin to show an 
understanding of how to compare 
poems through similarities and 
differences. 

 

Writing Focus 
 

Structuring a narrative 
Writing a short story 

Fiction: Writing empathetic diary 
extracts 
 

Non-fiction: Writing a news article Writing poetry 
Writing an analysis of a poem 

Grammar skills 
 

Capital Letters 
Irregular Verbs 
Past Tense – using ‘was’ and ‘were’ 
Avoiding fused sentences 
 

Capitalising ‘I’ 
Punctuating Speech 
Punctuating Lists 
Pronouns 

Independent and subordinate clauses 
Variation of sentence types 
Using a range of punctuation 

Punctuation – using a range 
Fused sentences and comma splices 
Identifying word class 

 Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 

QWC – Short story x 2 QWC – diary extract x2 QWC – news article x 2 QWC – poetry analysis 



Year 8 Scheme of 
Learning 

Gothic Fiction Anthology Novel Study: The Ruby in the 
Smoke 

Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet Crime Writing: The Speckled Band, 
Lamb to the Slaughter, The 
Landlady, The Poison Tree, The 
Highwayman, Non-fiction texts 
 

 Key Knowledge • To know the conventions of the 
gothic genre 

• To know how language is used in 
gothic fiction to create effects 

• To understand the context (historical 
and social) of when the text was 
written and when/ where it is set. 
 

• To know the conventions of a 
mystery novel. 

• To know how language is used to 
create tension and suspense. 

• To understand the context of the 
19th Century and how this impacts 
on the plot and characters. 
 

• To know about William Shakespeare 
and why we study his writing. 

• To know what life was like when 
Shakespeare was writing and how this 
is reflected in the plays. 

• To understand the ways writers create 
characters with language 

• To understand stagecraft and 
audience reaction. 

 

• To know the conventions of the crime 
writing genre 

• To know how language is used in 
crime writing to create effects 

• To understand the context (historical 
and social) of when the text was 
written and when/ where it is set. 

• To know what other pieces of 
literature and concepts affected the 
writer’s message (purpose) -Why is 
crime fiction so popular even to this 
day? 

 

 Key skills and 
concepts 

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text 

• To be able to select and use 
appropriate textual references to 
support inference 

• To know and use subject specific 
terminology accurately 

• To know how writers create 
suspense/ tension through use of 
language and structure 

• To compare two gothic fiction 
scenes and how key characters are 
presented  

• To construct clear and coherent 
‘WHAT HOW WHY responses to 
key passages. 

•  
 

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text 

• To be able to select and use 
appropriate textual references to 
support inference 

• To know and use subject specific 
terminology accurately 

• To know how writers create 
suspense/ tension through use of 
language and structure. 

• To construct clear and coherent 
‘WHAT HOW WHY responses to 
key passages. 

•  

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text with 
appropriate use of textual 
references 

• To comment on the writer’s 
intentions (purpose) through 
exploration of key themes 

• To know and use some subject 
specific terminology 

• To be able to make contextual 
links (historical/ social) 

• To develop an understanding of 
how to write an essay 

• To construct clear and coherent 
‘WHAT HOW WHY responses to 
key passages. 

•  
 

• To develop skills in inferring meaning 
from a text 

• To be able to select and use 
appropriate textual references to 
support inference 

• To know and use subject specific 
terminology accurately 

• To know how writers create suspense/ 
tension through use of language and 
structure 

• To construct clear and coherent 
‘WHAT HOW WHY responses to key 
passages. 

 

 Writing Focus 
 

Fiction: creative writing inspired by an image Writing an empathetic diary Writing a speech  Writing a short story  

 Grammar skills 
 
 
 

Punctuating speech in creative writing 
Semi colons and colons 
Using nouns to create characters 

Using nouns to create imagery 
Using adjectives to create imagery 
Identifying word class 

Active and passive voice 
Modal verbs 

Independent and subordinate clauses 
Variation of sentence types 
Using a range of punctuation 

 Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QWC – creative writing inspired by image x 2 QWC – diary entries x 2 QWC - speech QWC – short story 



Year 9 Scheme of 
Learning 

Novel Study: Noughts and Crosses Poetry Anthology 
 

Non-fiction anthology: writing 
portfolio 

Writing of Charles Dickens: A 
Christmas Carol 

 Key Knowledge • To know the conventions of the 
dystopian genre 

• To know how language is used in 
dystopian genre to create effects 

• To understand the context (historical 
and social) of when the text was 
written and when/ where it is set. 

• To understand features of a dual 
narrative and how it is structured. 

 

• To gain some knowledge about the 
writer and their purpose 

• To understand the context of when 
and why the poem was written/ set 
(historical, religious, social) 

• To know how personas are shaped 
and developed over the course of the 
poem and how this affects our 
understanding of the poem 

• To know how poets use language to 
create a lyrical effect 

• To know how poets use structure for 
effect in poetry 

• To be able to compare poems by 
themes/ attitudes/ ideas 
 

• To understand the ways writers 
develop characters, settings and 
themes through the use of linguistic 
devices.  

• To understand the context (historical 
and social) of when the text was 
written and when/ where it is set.  

• To gauge the writers’ purpose, 
message and their wider influences 

• To know what other pieces of 
literature and concepts affected the 
writer’s message  

 

• To know the conventions of a 19th 
century ghost story 

• To know the plot, characters and 
main themes  

• To understand the historical and 
social context of the text 

• To understand the writer’s 
purpose 

 Key skills and 
concepts 

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text and be able 
to support analysis with relevant 
textual references 

• To use some subject specific 
terminology in analytical 
responses 

• To be able to make contextual 
links (historical/ religious/ social) 

• To construct clear and coherent 
‘WHAT HOW WHY responses to 
key passages. 
 
 

• To develop skills in inferring meaning 
from the poem with appropriate use 
of textual references 

• To use some subject specific 
terminology in analytical responses 

• To show an understanding of how to 
compare poems through similarities/ 
differences, themes/ ideas.  

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ religious/ social) 

• To construct clear and coherent 
‘WHAT HOW WHY responses to key 
passages. 

•  
 

• To comment on the writer’s use of 
devices and the effect they have on 
readers (language, structure, themes 
and ideas) 

• To apply subject specific terminology 
when discussing the text 

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ religious/ social) 

• To construct clear and coherent 
‘WHAT HOW WHY responses to 
selected extracts.  

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text and be able 
to support analysis with relevant 
textual references 

• To develop skills in GCSE style 
responses to a text 

• To use some subject specific 
terminology in analytical 
responses 

• To be able to make contextual 
links (historical/ religious/ social) 

• To construct clear and coherent 
‘WHAT HOW WHY responses to 
key passages. 
 
 

 Writing Focus 
 
 

Writing in the voice of a character - 
monologues 

Writing a poem 
Writing an analytical essay 

Writing Portfolio Writing an exam answer 

 Grammar skills Punctuating direct and indirect speech 
Using colons and semi-colons 
Writing extended sentences with multiple 
clauses 

Passive voice 
Modal verbs 
Using subordinate clauses to develop an 
argument 

Passive voice 
Modal verbs 
Using subordinate clauses to develop an 
argument 

Identifying effects created from use of 
punctuation. 
Identifying effects created from use of 
different sentence types. 

 Assessment QWC – monologues x 2 QWC – essay and poem QWC –  2 pieces from portfolio QWC – exam responses x 2 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



KS4 English Curriculum 2021-2022 

Year group Autumn A Autumn B 
(4 weeks) 

Autumn B and 
Spring A 
(8 weeks) 

Spring A (5 weeks) Spring A Summer A Summer B 

10  GCSE Literature: 
Macbeth 

GCSE Literature 
Poetry anthology 
(family poems) 4 
weeks 
 

GCSE Literature: 
An Inspector Calls 

GCSE Literature 
Poetry anthology 
(love poems) 
 

GCSE Language 
Paper 1 

GCSE Literature: 
A Christmas Carol 
revision 

GCSE Language: 
Paper 2 and 
spoke lang. exam 

Grammar 
skills to 
revise 

Sentence types 
Word Class 

Punctuation rules Modal verbs 
Passive/active 
voice 

Using punctuation 
for effect 

Using sentence 
types for effect 
Colons and semi 
colons 

Complex 
sentences 

Using a range of 
punctuation for 
effect 

Assessment Macbeth extract 
exam questions x 
3 
 
 

Poetry 
comparison 
question 

AIC exam 
questions x 2 

Poetry 
comparison 
question 

Paper 1 Q5 ACC Extract 
question x 2 

Spoken language 
exam 

 

 Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A 
 

 

11 GCSE Language: 
Paper 1: Reading 
questions 

GCSE Language: Paper 1 
Question 5 

GCSE Language: 
Paper 2: Reading 
questions 

GCSE Language: 
Paper 2 Question 5 

Revision (both 
papers) 
 
 

 

Grammar 
skills to 
revise 

Sentence types 
Word Class 
Punctuation rules 

Direct/indirect speech 
Tenses 
Uses of punctuation for 
effect 

Uses of punctuation 
for effect 
Sentence types 

Colons, semi-colons 
Complex/compound 
sentences 

  

Assessment 2 x exam papers Q1-
4 
 

Mock Exam 
1 x Q5 

2 x exam papers Q1-
4 

2 x Q5   



10 Option 
English 
3 lessons 
per 
fortnight 

Revisit/Consolidate A 
Christmas Carol 
Practise exam 
responses 

Revisit/consolidate 
Macbeth 
Practise exam 
responses 

Revisit/consolidate 
Poetry (family poems) 

Revisit/consolidate 
An Inspector Calls 
Practise exam 
responses 

Revisit/Consolidate 
poetry (love poems) 
Practise exam 
responses 

Revisit/consolidate A 
Christmas Carol 
Practise exam 
responses 

11 Option 
English 
3 lessons 
per 
fortnight 

Paper 1: Reading  Paper 1: Writing 
Paper 1 Q5 
booklet 

Paper 1: Focus on Q3 
and Q4 booklet 
 
 

Paper 2: booklet 
 

Supported revision  

 


