
5 Year Curriculum: English KS3 2020-2021 

 Semester 1: September to end of 
November 

Semester 2: December to end of 
February 

Semester 3: March to mid-May Semester 4: Mid May to end of year 

7 Myths and Legends 
Literary texts/ references: (examples) 
Beowulf,  Greek myths, Arthurian legends 
etc. 

What the Dickens! 
Literary texts/ references:  
 Extracts from Oliver Twist, David 
Copperfield, Great Expectations 

Shakespeare:  
Literary texts/ references:  
Much Ado About Nothing  

Character Poetry & Spoken 
language:   Literary texts/ references:  
Telephone conversation by Wole Soyinka, 
Checking Out Me History by John Agard etc. 

Core 
Knowledge: 

 

• To know the origins and 
characteristics of myths and 
legends 

• To know the five purposes of 
myths and legends 

1. To explain how things came to be 
2. To teach lessons or values 
3. To unify a group or define a 

group's identity 
4. To explain social or religious rituals 
5. To entertain 

• To know how language is used in 
myths and legends to present key 
characters and setting and create 
tension. 

 

• To know who Charles Dickens was and 
why we study his writing 

• To know what life was like in Victorian 
London and how this is reflected in 
Dickens’ writing 

• To understand the ways writers create 
characters with language 

• To understand Dickens’ purpose in 
writing the novels he wrote. 
 

• To know about William Shakespeare 
and why we study his writing. 

• To know what life was like when 
Shakespeare was writing and how 
this is reflected in the plays. 

• To apply a modern day reading of 
the play and its characters 

• To understand the ways writers 
create characters with language 

• To understand stagecraft and 
audience reaction. 

 

• To know the characteristics of 
different forms of poetry and their 
purpose (e.g. Ballad, Free verse etc.) 

• To know how poets use language to 
create a lyrical effect 

• To know how poets use structure for 
effect in poetry 

• To be able to compare poems by 
themes/ attitudes/ ideas 
 

Core skills: 
Reading 

 

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text 

• To be able to select and use 
appropriate textual references to 
support inference 

• To know and use some subject 
specific terminology 

• To know how writers entertain 
readers through use of language 
and structure  
 

• To develop skills in inferring meaning 
from a text with appropriate use of 
textual references 

• To comment on the writer’s intentions 
(purpose) through exploration of key 
themes 

• To know and use some subject specific 
terminology  

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ social) 

• To begin to show understanding of 
how to write an essay- a clear 
argument forming 
 

• To develop skills in inferring meaning 
from a text with appropriate use of 
textual references 

• To comment on the writer’s 
intentions (purpose) through 
exploration of key themes 

• To know and use some subject 
specific terminology 

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ social) 

• To develop an understanding of how 
to write an essay 

• To develop skills in inferring meaning 
from a text with appropriate use of 
textual references 

• To use some subject specific 
terminology in analytical responses 

• To begin to show an understanding of 
how to compare poems through 
similarities/ differences.  

Core skills: 
Writing 

 

• To be able to plan and structure 
an entertaining piece of creative 
writing drawing on conventions 
from other writers of myths and 
legends.  

 

• To construct as new scene from the 
novel independently drawing on 
understanding of Dickens’ style of 
writing (varied sentence structures 
and detailed descriptions).  

• To plan and create a dramatic 
monologue from the point of 
view of a key character from the 
play (e.g. Don John) drawing on 
understanding of Shakespeare’s 
style of writing (using dramatic 
devices). 
 

• To be able to structure a poem based 
on their character/ voice (this can be 
about them/ a topic important to 
them) 
 



Core skills: 
Speaking 
and 
Listening 

 

• Partake in group/ class 
discussions 

 

• Partake in group/ class discussions 

• Presenting flip learning/ homework 

• Contribute to the reading of the 
play 

• Partake in group/ class 
discussions 

• Performing pupils’ dramatic 
monologues  
 

• To be able to recite a poem and know 
how to create effects using the voice 

• To be able to debate the merits of a 
poem with their peers 

Assessment: 
 

• Reading: PETAL responses 

• Writing: A completed creative 
writing piece 

• Reading: Essay response 

• Writing: A completed new scene 
focusing on descriptive writing skills.  

 

• Reading: Essay response 

• Writing: A dramatic monologue for a 
key character. 

 

• Reading: PETAL responses show a 
comparison of two poems by theme/ 
ideas 

• Writing: A poem based on character/ 
identity/ voice 
 

 

 

 

 Semester 1: September to end of 
November 

Semester 2: December to end of 
February 

Semester 3: March to mid-May Semester 4: Mid May to end of year 

8 Gothic Fiction Anthology 
Literary texts/ references: (examples) 
Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde, Frankenstein, The 
Raven, Dracula, The Woman in Black etc.  

Shakespeare:  
Literary texts/ references:  
Romeo and Juliet 

Modern Novel 
Literary texts/ references:  
 A Monster Calls 

19th Century Crime Fiction 
Literary texts/ references:  
Sherlock Holmes Collection 

Core 
Knowledge: 

 

• To know the conventions of the 
gothic genre 

• To know how language is used in 
gothic fiction to create effects 

• To understand the context 
(historical and social) of when the 
text was written and when/ where 
it is set. 

• To know what other pieces of 
literature and concepts affected 
the writer’s message (purpose) 

 

• To know about William Shakespeare 
and why we study his writing. 

• To know what life was like when 
Shakespeare was writing and how this 
is reflected in the plays. 

• To apply a modern day reading of the 
play and its characters 

• To understand the ways writers create 
characters with language 

• To understand stagecraft and audience 
reaction. 

 

• To gain some knowledge about the 
writer 

• To understand the context of when 
the text was written/ set (historical, 
religious, social) 

• To know how characters are shaped 
and developed over the course of 
the novel and how this affects our 
reading of the text 

• To be able to show an awareness of 
the narrative point of view 

• To understand the ways writers use 
language and structure for effect 

• To understand the writer’s purpose  
 

• To know the conventions of the crime 
genre 

• To know how language is used in crime 
fiction to create effects 

• To understand the context (historical 
and social) of when the text was 
written and when/ where it is set. 

• To know what other pieces of 
literature and concepts affected the 
writer’s message (purpose) -Why is 
crime fiction so popular even to this 
day? 
 

Core skills: 
Reading 

 

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text 

• To be able to select and use 
appropriate textual references to 
support inference 

• To develop skills in inferring meaning 
from a text with appropriate use of 
textual references 

• To comment on the writer’s intentions 
(purpose) through exploration of key 
themes 

• To develop skills in inferring meaning 
from a text 

• To be able to select and use 
appropriate textual references to 
support inference 

• To develop skills in inferring meaning 
from a text 

• To be able to select and use 
appropriate textual references to 
support inference 



• To know and use subject specific 
terminology accurately 

• To know how writers create 
suspense/ tension through use of 
language and structure 

• To compare two gothic fiction 
scenes and how key characters are 
presented  
 

• To know and use some subject specific 
terminology 

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ social) 

• To develop an understanding of how 
to write an essay 
 

• To know and use subject specific 
terminology accurately 

• To know how writers create 
suspense/ tension through use of 
language and structure 

• To continue to build on essay writing 
technique 
 

• To know and use subject specific 
terminology accurately 

• To know how writers create suspense/ 
tension through use of language and 
structure 

• To construct clear and coherent PETAL 
responses to key passages.  

Core skills: 
Writing 

 

• To create a suspenseful opening to 
a modern- day gothic fiction story 
by drawing on conventions from 
other writers of the genre  
 

• To plan and write a clear speech in 
preparation for a class debate on a set 
topic.  
(e.g. Older literature does not truly 
represent the issues young people face 
today.) 

• To research around the topic and learn 

to paraphrase/ cite information 

accurately 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

• To plan and write for a specific 
purpose and form (writing to inform 
and persuade; review writing).  

• To understand the conventions of 
review writing.  

• Using vocabulary and varied 
punctuation for impact. 
 

• To plan and write for a specific 
purpose and form (writing to inform; 
article writing).  

• To understand the conventions of 
articles and bias.  

• Using vocabulary and organisation of 
work effectively 
 

Core skills: 
Speaking 
and 
Listening 

 

• Partake in group/ class discussions 

 
• Contribute to the reading of the play 

• Partake in group/ class discussions 

• Contribute in the whole class debate 
 

• Contribute to the reading of the play 

• Partake in group/ class discussions 
 

• Contribute to the reading of the play 

• Partake in group/ class discussions 

Assessment: 
 

• Reading: Comparative essay 

• Writing: The opening of a gothic 
novel/ scene 

• Reading: Essay response 

• Writing: Write a persuasive speech 
arguing a clear point of view.  

 

• Reading: Essay response 

• Writing: Producing a review of the 
class novel.  
 

• Reading: PETAL responses  

• Writing: Producing an article (using 
Sherlock Holmes as a springboard).  

 

 

 

 Semester 1: September to end of 
November 

Semester 2: December to end of 
February 

Semester 3: March to mid-May Semester 4: Mid May to end of year 

 

      9 
Novel 
Literary texts/ references: (examples) 
Lord Of The Flies 

What Do Good Writers Do?  
Literary texts/ references:  
1984, Purple Hibiscus, To Kill a 
Mockingbird 

Poetry from different cultures 
Literary texts/ references:  
Flag by John Agard, Vultures by Chinua 
Achebe, Blessing by Imtiaz Dharker, Search 
for My Tongue by Sujata Bhatt etc.  

Shakespeare 
Literary texts/ references:  
Macbeth  

Core 
Knowledge: 

 

• To know the conventions of the 
gothic genre 

• To understand the ways writers 
develop characters, settings and 

• To gain some knowledge about the 
writer and their purpose 

• To recall what we know about William 
Shakespeare and revisit why we study 
his work. 



• To know how language is used in 
gothic fiction to create effects 

• To understand the context 
(historical and social) of when the 
text was written and when/ where 
it is set. 

• To know what other pieces of 
literature and concepts affected 
the writer’s message (purpose) 

 

themes through the use of 
linguistic devices.  

• To understand the context 
(historical and social) of when the 
text was written and when/ where 
it is set.  

• To gauge the writers’ purpose, 
message and their wider 
influences 

• To know what other pieces of 
literature and concepts affected 
the writer’s message  

 

• To understand the context of when 
and why the poem was written/ set 
(historical, religious, social) 

• To know how personas are shaped 
and developed over the course of 
the poem and how this affects our 
understanding of the poem 

• To know how poets use language to 
create a lyrical effect 

• To know how poets use structure for 
effect in poetry 

• To be able to compare poems by 
themes/ attitudes/ ideas 
 

• To understand the context (historical, 
religious and social) and why 
Shakespeare wrote Macbeth and how 
this is reflected in Macbeth’s 
characters and events. 

• To understand the ways Shakespeare 
creates characters through their 
language 

• To explore key symbolism, themes and 
ideas within the play 

• To understand stagecraft and audience 
reaction- applying a modern- day 
reading.  
 

Core skills: 
Reading 

 

• To develop skills in inferring 
meaning from a text 

• To be able to select and use 
appropriate textual references to 
support inference 

• To know and use subject specific 
terminology accurately 

• To know how the writer creates 
suspense/ tension (various effects) 
through use of language and 
structure 

• To evaluate a statement based on 
the text (e.g. To what extent…,  

         In what ways can ___ be seen as…) 
 

• To comment on the writer’s use of 
devices and the effect they have 
on readers (language, structure, 
themes and ideas) 

• To apply subject specific 
terminology when discussing the 
text 

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ religious/ social) 

• To construct clear and coherent 
PETAL responses to selected 
extracts.  

• To develop skills in inferring meaning 
from the poem with appropriate use 
of textual references 

• To use some subject specific 
terminology in analytical responses 

• To show an understanding of how to 
compare poems through similarities/ 
differences, themes/ ideas.  

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ religious/ social) 

 

• To develop skills in inferring meaning 
from a text with appropriate use of 
textual references 

• To comment on the writer’s intentions 
(purpose) through exploration of key 
themes 

• To know and use some subject specific 
terminology 

• To be able to make contextual links 
(historical/ social) 

• To develop an understanding of how 
to write an essay 

• To construct clear and coherent PETAL 
responses to key passages.  
 

Core skills: 
Writing 

 

• To plan and write a clear speech in 
preparation for a class debate on a 
set topic.  
(e.g. Education is becoming too 
difficult for young people; affecting 
their mental health- subjects should 
be easier) 

• To research around the topic and 
learn to paraphrase/ cite 
information accurately 

 

• To plan, write and develop a short 
story inspired by the texts studied 
in class around the subject of 
‘Another place, another time’.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

• To plan and write a speech to deliver 
to an audience on a topic that is of 
importance (personally)  

• To know what makes a strong 
speech and a confident speaker 

• Using varied and ambitious 
vocabulary, punctuation, tone and 
linguistic devices in writing for 
impact and effect. 
 

• To plan and write for a specific 
purpose and form (writing a speech as 
Lady Macbeth, to persuade a jury of 
her innocence).  

• Using persuasive features, vocabulary, 
punctuation and organisational 
features effectively 
 

Core skills: 
Speaking 
and 
Listening 

 

• Partake in group/ class discussions 

• Contribute to the reading of the 
novel 

• Contribute in the whole class 
debate 

 

 

• Partake in group/ class discussions 

• Contribute to the reading of 
extracts  

• Partake in group/ class discussions 

• Prepare for the delivery of the 
speech and questions around the 
chosen topic.  
 

• Contribute to the reading of the play 

• Partake in group/ class discussions 



Assessment: 
 

• Reading: Evaluative essay 

• Writing:  Write a speech arguing a 
clear point of view. 

• Reading: PETAL responses 

• Writing: Write a short story  
 

• Reading: Comparative essay  

• Writing: Spoken Language GCSE- 
Producing a speech  
 

• Reading: PETAL responses  

• Writing:  Write a persuasive speech as 
Lady Macbeth.  

 

 

English Curriculum KS4 2020-2021 

Year Group Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

Year 10 AQA GCSE Literature: 
Love and Relationships 
Poetry Anthology 
Booklet 

AQA GCSE 19th Century 
Literature: A Christmas 
Carol by Charles 
Dickens 

AQA GCSE Language 
Paper 1 Booklet 

AQA GCSE Literature: 
Macbeth (8 weeks – 
into summer A) 

AQA GCSE Language: 
Spoken Language 
Exam (3 weeks) 

AQA GCSE Literature: 
An Inspector Calls 
revision booklet 

Core 
Knowledge 

To know the key 
themes and ideas 
conveyed in each 
poem 
To know some key 
contextual information 
for each poem 

To know the key 
themes conveyed in 
the novel 
To know the key 
contextual details 
needed to understand 
the writer’s purpose 

To know the rubric and 
understand how the 
marks are awarded for 
each question. 
To know a range of 
subject terminology 

To know the key 
themes and ideas 
conveyed in the play 
To know the relevant 
context of the play 

To know key details 
about their chosen 
topics 
To know how to 
research 
To know how to 
structure a formal 
speech 

To know the key 
themes and ideas 
conveyed in the play 
To know the relevant 
context of the play 

Core skills: 
reading 

To be able to infer 
meaning and writer’s 
purpose for each poem 
To be able to recognise 
the effects created by 
the poetic devices used 

To be able to infer 
meaning confidently 
To be able to analyse 
the writer’s use of 
language 
 

To be able to infer 
explicit and implicit 
meanings from a 
source text 
To be able to analyse 
the effects writers 
create with language 

To be able to infer 
meaning 
To be able to analyse 
writer’s use of 
language and the 
effects created 

To be able to infer 
meaning and 
synthesise information 
from a number of 
sources 

To be able to infer 
meaning 
To be able to analyse 
writer’s use of 
language and the 
effects created 

Core skills: 
writing 

To be able to write a 
comparative poetry 
response 

To be able to write an 
exam answer based on 
extract of the text and 
relate to whole novel 

To be able to 
confidently structure a 
piece of writing 
inspired by an image or 
stimulus 

To be able to write an 
exam answer based on 
extract of the text and 
relate to whole play 

To be able to write a 
speech and to use key 
conventions of a 
speech 

To be able to write an 
exam answer on a key 
theme or character in 
an essay form. 



Core skills: 
Speaking 
and listening 

To be able to discuss 
and debate the merits 
of poems with their 
peers 

To be able to discuss 
key themes in the 
novel with their peers 

To demonstrate 
presentation skills in a 
formal setting and 
respond appropriately 
to questions 

To be able to discuss 
key themes in the play 
with their peers 

To demonstrate 
presentation skills in a 
formal setting and 
respond appropriately 
to questions 

To be able to discuss 
key themes in the play 
with their peers 

Assessment 
(see schemes 
of learning 
for specific 
assessments) 

2 x GCSE poetry exam 
questions  

2 x exam questions Paper 1 Exam 2 x exam questions Speaking Exam 2 x exam questions 

  

Year 11 

(current Y10) 

AQA GCSE Language 
Paper 1 Booklet 
 
 
 

AQA GCSE Language 
Paper 2 Booklet 

GCSE Literature 
Revision in weekly 
blocks 
Week 1: R and J 
Week 2: Poetry 
Week 3: ACC 
Week 4: AIC 
Week 5: R and J 
Week 6: Poetry 

GCSE Language and 
Literature Revision in 
weekly blocks 
Week 1: Paper 1 
Week 2: ACC 
Week 3: AIC 
Week 4: Paper 2 
Week 5: Unseen 
poetry 
Week 6: R and J 

Revision boosters  

Core 
Knowledge 

To know the rubric and 
understand how the 
marks are awarded for 
each question. 
To know a range of 
subject terminology 

To know the rubric and 
understand how the 
marks are awarded for 
each question. 
To know a range of 
subject terminology 

    

Core skills: 
reading 

To be able to infer 
explicit and implicit 
meanings from a 
source text 
To be able to analyse 
the effects writers 
create with language 

To be able to infer 
explicit and implicit 
meanings from a 
source text 
To be able to analyse 
the effects writers 
create with language 

    

Core skills: 
writing 

To be able to 
confidently structure a 
piece of writing 

To be able to 
confidently structure a 
piece of non-fiction 
writing 

    



inspired by an image or 
stimulus 

Core skills: 
Speaking 
and listening 

To be able to listen and 
debate ideas with 
peers 

To be able to listen and 
debate ideas with 
peers 

    

Assessment Mock Exam Mock Exam Weekly exam 
questions 

Weekly exam 
questions 

  

 

Y11 
(2021-
2022) 

AQA Language Paper 2 GCSE Literature 
Revision in weekly 
blocks 
Week 1: R and J 
Week 2: Poetry 
Week 3: ACC 
Week 4: AIC 
Week 5: R and J 
Week 6: Poetry 

AQA Language Paper 1 
and 2 Revision 

GCSE Language and 
Literature Revision in 
weekly blocks 
Week 1: Paper 1 
Week 2: ACC 
Week 3: AIC 
Week 4: Paper 2 
Week 5: Poetry 
Week 6: R and J 

Revision boosters  

Learning Objectives AQA GCSE English Language 

o AO1: identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 

o select and synthesise evidence from different texts 

• AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views 

• AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts 

• AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references 

• AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas, 

using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts 

• AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. (This requirement must constitute 20% of 

the marks for each specification as a whole.) 

• AO7: Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting 

• AO8: Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, including to questions and feedback on presentations 

• AO9: Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and presentations. 
 

Learning Objectives AQA GCSE English Literature 

• AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to: 



o maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 

o use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

• AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

• AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 

• AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 

 

 

 


