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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 
 
 
The fourth Sunday of Easter is used to mark the 
beginning of a week of prayer for vocations, and is 
known as Vocations Sunday or Good Shepherd Sunday. 
 
Each one of us is called by God to follow our own 
unique path through life. The focus of our prayer on 
Vocations Sunday and beyond is that we allow 
ourselves to listen to what God wants us to do with our 
lives. The paths that this could lead us down are varied 
and are described by the Archbishop of Liverpool, the 
Most Rev. Malcolm McMahon: 
 
“Our particular journey through life in response to 
God’s loving purpose for us is different from the person 
sitting next to us. Some of us live out our vocation in a 
particular way such as being married and having a 
family. Others will live in a religious community. Many 
people respond to the call to holiness through the work 
they do, perhaps as a teacher or in a caring profession. 
There are many ways of hearing God’s call and 
answering it as there are people on earth. Our 
responsibility as Christians is to listen to God’s word 
and hear how he is calling us individually.” 
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We pray that everyone listens to the call from God 
wherever that may lead them. We are asked 
specially to pray for vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life, and so put into practice the direction 
of Jesus to ‘Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send 
labourers into his harvest. (Matthew 9:38) 
 
To help us raise awareness of vocation, and what it 
means to be called by God, we have been joined this 
week by Deacon Owen Gresty from the Diocesan 
Vocations Office for the Archdiocese of Birmingham, 
who has given a presentation to our Year 9 students 
explaining and promoting a culture of vocation and 
the many forms our individual calling can take. 
 
The National Vocations Office have also produced a 
short video entitled God’s Dream for Us, which you 
can view on the link below: 

 
https://youtu.be/n9ycynjmrdU  

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                     
Children’s Liturgy 
A short liturgical resource to help you with praying 

together and listening to the Word of God as a 

family has been prepared by Redemptorist 

Publications and can be viewed on the link below: 

 
https://youtu.be/qCoWcTNdox0 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/n9ycynjmrdU
https://youtu.be/qCoWcTNdox0
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  
 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/04/Bulletin-4th-Sunday-of-Easter-

25-April-21.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/easter_4.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s, Perry Common: 

EASTER IV YEAR B  

parish sheet 25 April 2021.docx
 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-25th-april-the-fourth-sunday-of-

easter/ 

 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday 
streamed live from St. Chad’s Cathedral and here is the 
link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday 

mass available online after 12 midday every Saturday. 

Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the 

Redemptorist community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online                      
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                            Scripture Reflection –  5th Sunday of Easter – John 15:1-8 
                                                                                                         
                            Jesus is speaking to his disciples at the Last Supper. At this point of their journey 

with Jesus they did not know what was about to happen to him – his crucifixion, 
death and resurrection. 
 
So when these events unfolded, the words of Jesus to them that night of 
remaining united to him like branches to the vine must have suddenly gained 
even greater significance: 
 

“ Whoever remains in me, with me in them, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off 
from me you can do nothing.” 

 
                           It is no coincidence that Jesus taught this truth to them at the Last Supper when  
                           the Eucharist was instituted and where we are in ‘communion’ with God. 
 

Let us Pray 
 
God our Father, you call each of us to follow Jesus, your Son, 
on the path he has marked out for us - the way of charity, service and fulfilment. 
  
May the homes and parishes of  
the Archdiocese of Birmingham 
be blessed with ever-renewed dedication 
to the work of building up your kingdom here on earth.                
  
May those whom you call 
to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life 
faithfully give themselves 
to the service of your Church. 
  
Prompted and strengthened by your Holy Spirit, 
may I respond generously to the call 
to follow you each day and live out my vocation, 
to give you glory, for the good of those around me 
and for my own happiness. 
 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 


