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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 
As we return to school from the Easter break, our celebration of Easter Sunday continues for six 
weeks giving us time to reflect on the Resurrection story and the appearances of the risen 
Jesus. We are able to reflect on the readings from the Acts of the Apostles where we see the 
apostles growing in strength as they begin to fully understand the teaching of Jesus during his 
ministry among them.  

 

Feast of St. George 
 

On Friday 23rd April we celebrate the feast of St. George, the 
patron saint of England. It is unsure when he was born, but it 
is thought that he died on the 23rd April 303 AD. It is believed 
that he was born in Cappadocia, which is now part of 
modern-day Turkey. He became a soldier in the Roman army 
and found himself defying the orders of the Emperor 
Diocletian to persecute the Christians of the early church. 
This refusal to obey Diocletian resulted in his imprisonment, 
torture and eventual death as he would not give up his faith. 
He was canonised as a saint by Pope Gelasius I in 494 AD who 
said that he was one of those ‘whose names are justly 
revered but whose acts are known only to God.’ 
 
 
Although St. George never visited England his reputation 
went before him and his holiness was celebrated in England 
from the 9th century. However, it was not until 1350 that St. 
George was declared the patron saint of England and it was 
his life of honour, bravery and care for others that resonated 
with the people. 
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Ramadan 

 

During the Easter break our Muslim brothers and sisters began their holy month of Ramadan. 

This is one of the most important months in the Islamic calendar – a time for fasting, spiritual 

reflection, prayer and spending time with family and friends. Let us pray that during this time of 

restrictions on being together, that like our experience during Lent and Easter, they may find 

the holy month of Ramadan one with many graces and blessings. The Pontifical Council for 

Interreligious Dialogue at the Vatican sent a message to all Muslims at the start of Ramadan 

with a special focus on hope: 

"Hope arises from our belief that all our 
problems and trials have a meaning, a value 
and a purpose, however difficult or 
impossible it may be for us to understand the 
reason for them or to find a way out of them. 
"Hope also carries with it belief in the 
goodness present in the heart of every 
person. Many times, in situations of difficulty 
and despair, help, and the hope it brings, can 
come from those whom we least expect". 

 

Finally, the message reads that "we, Christians and Muslims, are called to be bearers of hope, 
for the present life and for the life to come, and to be witnesses, restorers and builders of this 
hope, especially for those experiencing difficulties and despair". And in a sign of spiritual 
solidarity, it says, "we assure you of our prayer, and we send best wishes for a peaceful and 
fruitful Ramadan, and for a joyful ‘Id al-Fitr." 
 

 
                                                                     
Children’s Liturgy 
A short liturgical resource to help you with praying 

together and listening to the Word of God as a 

family has been prepared by Redemptorist 

Publications and can be viewed on the link below: 

 

https://youtu.be/hVRDzVd8WX4 

 

https://youtu.be/hVRDzVd8WX4
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  
 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/04/Bulletin-3rd-Sunday-of-Easter-

18-April-21.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/easter_3.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s, Perry Common: 

EASTER III YEAR B  

parish sheet 18 April 2021 (1).docx
 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-18th-april-the-third-sunday-of-

easter/ 

 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday 
streamed live from St. Chad’s Cathedral and here is the 
link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday 

mass available online after 12 midday every Saturday. 

Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the 

Redemptorist community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online                      
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http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/04/Bulletin-3rd-Sunday-of-Easter-18-April-21.pdf
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                            Scripture Reflection –  4th Sunday of Easter – John 10-18  (Vocations Sunday) 
                                                                                                         
                            Although Easter is a season of the year where Christians throughout the world 

rejoice in the Resurrection of Jesus – the act of salvation that gives us all the gift 
of eternal life - the gospel passage today is clear in its message. 
 
The mission of Jesus is a universal one. It is for everyone, not only those who 
believe at the moment: 
 

‘ And there are other sheep I have that are not of this fold, 
and these I have to lead as well. They too will listen to my voice, 

and there will be only one flock, and one shepherd.’ 
 

                          Our mission? To show this through the way we live our lives. That is our vocation. 
 
 
 
 

Let us Pray 
 
Lord, 
 
As we gather together as family and friends  
we invite you once again into our lives. 
 
May the hope of your resurrection colour our days. 
May the promise of your spirit working in us light up our 
lives. 
 
May the love you revealed to us shape our giving. 
May the truth in your word guide our journeys, 
And may the joy of your kingdom fill our homes. 
 
As we gather together underneath the banner of your life, 
We thank you for your creation 
And celebrate your glorious resurrection. 
 
Amen.                                                                                     


