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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

 
Holy Week is the final week of Lent when we are 
reminded of the suffering and sacrifice of the Son of God. 
 
The week begins on Palm Sunday when we remember 
Jesus being welcomed triumphantly into Jerusalem. This is 
marked with the blessing of palms, which are held by 
everyone in Church. We then listen to the Passion of Jesus 
in the gospel. 
 
On Holy Thursday we celebrate a special Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper when we commemorate the institution of 
the Mass and the priesthood. Also, at this Mass following 
the act of Jesus washing the feet of his twelve apostles, 
the priest washes the feet of twelve people – a 
demonstration of servant leadership. 
 
On Good Friday we gather for the Liturgy of the Lord’s 
Passion. This is the one day of the year when Mass is not 
celebrated. The service itself is a simple but powerful one 
where we listen for the second time in Holy Week to the 
gospel account of the Passion of Jesus followed by the 
Veneration of the Cross. 
 
On Holy Saturday we wait for the First Mass of Easter at 
the Easter Vigil, which is a service filled with symbolism 
that brings us to the joy of Easter Sunday, when we 
celebrate Jesus’ victory of sin and death.  
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The Stations of the Cross 

 
The Stations of the Cross are a traditional form of praying and remembering the Passion of 

Jesus throughout Lent. We complete our journey using the pictures and prayers from St. Chad’s 

Cathedral: 

 

 

The Twelfth Station – Jesus dies on the 

Cross  
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have 

redeemed the world. 

 
Mary remains dignified and St John protecting her. 

Other women supporting but coping in different 

degrees. 

To the right of the Cross, it is as though the spectrum 

of what this moment and this man mean to different 

people is expressed: 

The soldiers seek to get the job done and to put an 

end to this whole episode of a troubling ‘blasphemer’; 

while at the foot of the Cross, a woman kneels in 

adoration of the Son of God. 

 

By tradition, whether in the proclamation of the 

Passion Gospel during Holy Week, or in personal 

reflection on the Way of the Cross, at this moment, we 

stop, we are still and we contemplate the scene. 

 

Save us, Saviour of the World; for by your Cross and 

Resurrection you have set us free! 

 

Lord, be merciful to me a sinner. Glory be… 
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The Thirteenth Station – Jesus is 

taken down from the Cross  
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have 

redeemed the world. 

 
For the first time, we see now only people who care 

for Jesus: 

The principal characters are St John cradling Jesus’ 

head; a holy woman allowing his feet to rest on her; 

and Mary, his Mother, who first treasured the gift 

of her child at Bethlehem now looking heavenward 

as she offers him back to God. 

 

Now the Church is Christ’s body: he is its head. 

God wanted all perfection to be found in him, 

and all things to be reconciled through him and for 

him, 

everything in heaven and everything on earth, 

when he made peace by his death on the cross. 

(Colossians, Chapter 1) 

 

This is where the raw grief of Good Friday moves 

into the stillness of Holy Saturday. 

 

We pray for all our loved ones who have died in the 

peace of Christ, awaiting his Resurrection. 

 

Lord, be merciful to me a sinner. Our Father… 
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The Fourteenth Station – Jesus is laid  

in the Sepulchre 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have 

redeemed the world. 

 
Mary caresses the face of Jesus one last time before 

his body is laid in the tomb. 

A holy woman kisses the shroud in which his body 

will be laid. 

Others express grief and prayer. 

The golden backdrop which has been the cityscape 

and then the countryside is now the garden where 

Christ’s Body is entombed, the three Crosses of 

Calvary just visible to the right of the picture. 

We can never know what lack of hope characterised 

these moments.  For all of Jesus’ words, this was 

really not how it was supposed to end. For those 

who had put their faith in Jesus, this was the wrong 

outcome. 

 

Now that we wait, we have the comfort of knowing 

that this is not the end, but the time of waiting with 

Mary and her companions is in itself an endurance. 

Time to reflect on the journey. 

 

Lord, be merciful to me a sinner Hail Mary… 
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Our Lenten Journey 

 

 
We are now in Holy Week and our focus for 

meditation is Passion. This can be found in the 

link below and gives us the opportunity to think 

and reflect on our journey through Lent as we 

prepare for the joy of Easter:    

 

 

Lenten Reflection 

Week 6 - Passion (2021).pptx
 

                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Liturgy 

 

A short liturgical resource to help you with praying 

together and listening to the Word of God as a 

family has been prepared by Redemptorist 

Publications and can be viewed on the link below: 

 

https://youtu.be/pJ5viS6toTg 

 

 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/pJ5viS6toTg
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-Palm-Sunday-28-Mar-

21.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/lent_6.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s, Perry Common: 

Palm Sunday 28 

March 2021 A4 Portrait YB.doc
 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-28th-march-palm-sunday-of-the-

passion-of-the-lord/ 

 

 

 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday 
streamed live from St. Chad’s Cathedral and here is the 
link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday 

mass available online after 12 midday every Saturday. 

Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the 

Redemptorist community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online                      

 

         
 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-Palm-Sunday-28-Mar-21.pdf
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-Palm-Sunday-28-Mar-21.pdf
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/lent_6.pdf
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-28th-march-palm-sunday-of-the-passion-of-the-lord/
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-28th-march-palm-sunday-of-the-passion-of-the-lord/
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online
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                                Scripture Reflection –  Easter Sunday – John 20:1-9 
                                                                                                         
                                In his introduction to the Easter Vigil in the CTS Sunday Missal, Pope Benedict 

XVI tells us that the account of the creation of the world in the book of 
Genesis is read as a prophecy – a prohecy that is fulfilled in the resurrection 
of Jesus when death is conquered and the Light of Truth is spread throughout 
the world. 
 
During Holy Week our thoughts were focussed on the suffering of Jesus 
resulting in the despair that his disciples and followers must have felt when 
they saw him crucified and dying. In the gospel of John that we read at mass 
on Easter Sunday we listen to a very personal account of when Peter and John 

were told by Mary of Magdala that the tomb where Jesus had been laid to rest was empty.  
 
When they went into the tomb and found only the linen cloths that Jesus had been wrapped in 
lying on the ground, John tells us that they saw and believed. Only now did they understand the 
teaching of Jesus and the scriptures - Jesus the Son of God has risen from the dead.  
They also understood that this was the beginning of their mission. 
 
 

Let us Pray 
 
The Darkness of the Tomb 
 
Jesus, in the darkness of the tomb, 
you were surrounded by love, 
by grief and by fear, 
as your body was prepared for burial. 

Walk with us                                                                                              

May we feel the comfort 
of your love for us. 
And may we turn outwards 
to share that love with others, 
with the same generosity and gentle 
loving kindness 
that you showed to all. 
Walk with us Jesus.  
Amen. 

Linda Jones/CAFOD 


