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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

A Time for Reflection & Prayer 
On the 23rd March we as a school community 

marked the first anniversary of the restrictions to 

our every day lives that we had taken for granted 

with a moment of silence at the beginning of our 

school day. We remembered and prayed for all 

those who have been affected by the pandemic. 

Our students and staff have all learned things 

about life, how much we rely on each other, and 

the need to care for one another. 
 

The anniversary of the first national lockdown, was 
marked with a minute’s silence at midday throughout the 
country. At 8pm, people were encouraged to create a 
‘beacon of remembrance’ on their doorsteps by beaming 
phones, candles and torches into the night sky. Prominent 
buildings and landmarks were also lit up across the UK. 
 
Cardinal Nichols and Archbishop McMahon stress that 
prayer is an essential part of this reflection and 
remembrance: 

 
“For all who live by faith in God, reflection and prayer always go hand in hand. Prayer 
completes reflection. Reflection informs prayer. Prayer opens our life to its true horizon. 
“Without prayer we live in a foreshortened world and are more easily swamped by its clamour 
and tragedy. Throughout this difficult year, so many have been inspired by prayer, so much 
effort sustained in prayer, in every place. So, let us make the 23 March truly a day of prayer.” 
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The Stations of the Cross 

 
The Stations of the Cross are a traditional form of praying and remembering the Passion of 

Jesus throughout Lent. We continue this journey using the pictures and prayers from St. Chad’s 

Cathedral: 

 

The Ninth Station – Jesus falls the third 

time  
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have 

redeemed the world. 

 
If you look back over all of the Stations from the first to 
the eighth, you will see that the background is very 
much one of a cityscape. At this point, it is clear that the 
artist points to the journey taking them outside the city 
walls. The sometimes confusing Holy Week hymn title 
‘There is a green hill far away without a city wall’ means 
‘outside the city wall’. 
 

As his body collapses once more, the exhaustion on 
the face of Jesus is shown. Some more kindly faces 
appear in the scene now as well as the soldiers. On the 
left of the scene appear to be the other two criminals 
being led to Calvary Hill (from this view, one is visible, 
but from the side view, both criminals are being led 
away). 

In the background, one of the soldiers blows a horn 
signal - maybe to those awaiting their arrival that they 
are almost there. Different portrayals of Calvary 
suggest that it was a deserted place where Jesus died 
with very few onlookers, or perhaps that there was a 
great air of anticipation with the Son of God crucified 
in front what was referred to as a ‘rude and scoffing 
multitude’. It is hard to know which is worse: a crowd 
or a disinterested few? 

Lord, be merciful to me a sinner  Glory be… 
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The Tenth Station – Jesus is stripped of 

his garments  
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have redeemed 

the world. 

 
Just to the right of the centre of the scene, somebody appears 

to be offering Jesus a drink. It is hard to know whether this is 

the wine or vinegar usually attributed to Jesus’ exclamation ‘I 

thirst’ on the Cross itself. 

A father and his children are walking away from the scene. 

The flesh of Jesus is exposed. Have you ever made the 

connection between this moment and the Incarnation: The 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

Our experience of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 

adoring the Sacred Body, the Word Made Flesh, in a way that 

speaks only of dignity. 

 

We can speak with regretful tone that the people of his day, 

did not show due honour for God’s Son standing in their midst. 

Jesus had a response of his own to that: Father, forgive! 

 

If we are so inclined to think of the people of Christ’s day not 

showing him deserved respect, then in his life and mission, his 

preaching and teaching, he challenges us: inasmuch as you did 

this for the least of mine, you did it for me. 

 

Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.  Our Father… 
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The Eleventh Station – Jesus is nailed to the 

Cross  
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have redeemed 

the world. 

 
Mary looks at the horrific action of the driving of the nails 

into her son’s hands. 

St John’s eyes are fixed on Jesus. 

The soldiers begin discussions on who should have Jesus’ 

garments. 

The Cross that has been carried, torturously, now becomes 

the instrument of torture.  

 

Christ who has not needed to be imprisoned now becomes 

attached to the wood of the Cross, his freedom curtailed in 

the most merciless fashion. 

 

How can fellow human beings inflict such harm? How can 

there be such hatred towards somebody known to be 

equal? Even today, when we hear of inhumane acts 

anywhere in the world, in the face of horror, the greater 

sorrow is the loss of soul of the perpetrators. 

 

And the only question necessary is: why? 

 

 

Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.  Hail Mary… 
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Our Lenten Journey 

 

 
 

We are now into the fifth week of Lent 

and our focus for meditation is 

Forgiveness. This can be found in the link 

below and gives us the opportunity to 

think and reflect: 

                                                                                                                                      

Lenten Reflection 

Week 5 - Forgiveness (2021).pptx
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Liturgy 

 

A short liturgical resource to help you with praying 

together and listening to the Word of God as a 

family has been prepared by Redemptorist 

Publications and can be viewed on the link below: 

 

https://youtu.be/JDIjkqEHfXk 

 

 
 

https://youtu.be/JDIjkqEHfXk
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-Fifth-Sunday-of-Lent-

21-Mar-21.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/lent_5.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s, Perry Common: 

LENT V YEAR B  

parish sheet 21 March 2021.docx
 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-21st-march-palm-sunday-of-the-

passion-of-the-lord/ 

 

 

 

  

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday 
streamed live from St. Chad’s Cathedral and here is the 
link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday 

mass available online after 12 midday every Saturday. 

Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the 

Redemptorist community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online                      

 

         
 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-Fifth-Sunday-of-Lent-21-Mar-21.pdf
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-Fifth-Sunday-of-Lent-21-Mar-21.pdf
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/lent_5.pdf
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-21st-march-palm-sunday-of-the-passion-of-the-lord/
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-21st-march-palm-sunday-of-the-passion-of-the-lord/
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online
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                                Scripture Reflection – Palm Sunday – Mark 14:1-15:47 
                                                                                                         
                                Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week. It begins with the 

triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem:  
 
‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the 
kingom of our father David that is coming! Hosanna in the highest!’  
 
We know only too well that this mood of celebration of the people welcoming 
Jesus into Jerusalem was to quickly change. The passage of the Gospel from 
St. Mark that we read is the Passion of Our Lord Jesus that is read in full. This 
is one of two occasions – the other being Good Friday – where we are asked 

to listen and remember the suffering that Jesus endured, which resulted ultimately in his 
crucifixion and death. 
 
As Christians we are committed to be a people that remembers the Passion of Jesus:                               
 
                              ‘Whenever you do this, do it in memory of me.’ 
 
The cross demands that attention be paid. So we pay attention to the suffering of Jesus and the 
suffering of all who are victims of hate and violence. 
   

Let us Pray 


