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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

The feast of St. Joseph is celebrated on the 19th 
March, and this year it has a special significance. In 
his Apostolic Letter ‘Patris Corde’ (‘With a Father’s 
Heart’), which was written on the 8th December 
2020, Pope Francis has proclaimed a ‘Year of St. 
Joseph.’ He did this to mark the 150th anniversary 
since St. Joseph was declared as the ‘Patron of the 
Universal Church’ by Pope Pius IX in 1870. 
 
Pope Francis has said that the worldwide pandemic 
had brought St. Joseph high in his thoughts, as so 
many people in the crisis we face today, have made 
many sacrifices to protect others in a quiet and 
discreet way in the same way that St. Joseph quietly 
protected and cared for Mary and Jesus: 
 
“ Each of us can discover in St. Joseph – the man 
who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden 
presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in 
times of trouble.” (Pope Francis) 
 
Pope Francis also said that he wanted to highlight 
the role of St. Joseph as a father who served his 
family with charity and humility. 
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The Stations of the Cross 

 
The Stations of the Cross are a traditional form of praying and remembering the Passion of 

Jesus throughout Lent. We continue this journey using the pictures and prayers from St. Chad’s 

Cathedral: 

 

The Sixth Station – Veronica wipes the face 

of Jesus  
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise  you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have redeemed 

the world. 

 
Here in the midst of shocking violence and hatred towards 
Jesus, we see a moment of courageous tenderness. 
Veronica’s gesture of compassion is not appreciated by the 
soldiers. But at this point, their appreciation of Jesus’ 
humanity is already long gone. 
 
Veronica gives us cause to consider how often tenderness is 
courageous, it involves going beyond the comfort zones of 
life. How much more awkward the encounter with a 
homeless person when, accompanied by friends or family 
members who do not share your viewpoint, you are less 
sure of how to extend the hand of compassion. 
 
Pope Francis addresses a world in which life behind digital 
screens works against the tendency to reach out with 
compassion: the Gospel tells us constantly to run the risk of 
a face-to-face encounter with others, with their physical 
presence which challenges us, with their pain and their 
pleas,… The Son of God, by becoming flesh, summoned us 
to the revolution of tenderness. 
(Apostolic Exhortation The Joy of the Gospel, 88, November 
2013) 
 

Lord, be merciful to me a sinner  Glory be… 
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The Seventh Station – Jesus falls the 

second time  
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have redeemed 

the world. 

 
The toughness of Jesus’ captors is evident: in the centre of the 
scene, one raising a hand with some rope or other implement 
to strike him. To the far left, another, apparently shouting at 
him to get up. 

In his book The Name of God is Mercy, Pope Francis paints a 
simple but encouraging picture of the need to help the 
remorseful penitent. It seems to be a story aimed at the priest 
who has the power to make the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
one of lifting a burden. 
 
Pope Francis says: If I am walking along with my donkey and 
my donkey stumbles and falls to the ground, it does nothing to 
punish the donkey for its fall. It is already struggling. No, what 
I must do is show kindness to my donkey, and tend to his 
injuries. I must help him back to his feet and, together, we 
must continue gently and carefully on our journey onward. 
 
The falls of Jesus on this journey punctuate the steps along the 
road. They speak to us of physical exhaustion and pain. They 
also give us reason to consider what happens when we 
encounter moments of real struggle in life: how we get up 
again; who helps us up and encourages us onward; to what 
extent we have the self-belief to continue after setbacks. 
 
Lord, be merciful to me a sinner  Our Father… 
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The Eighth Station – Jesus meets the 

mournful women  
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have 

redeemed the world. 

 

To the left of the scene, what appear to be three 
generations of women mourning for Our Lord’s Passion: 

The Mother with two daughters: an infant in her arms and 
her older daughter with her head in her hands. 

Then an older lady sitting on the ground: maybe the 
grandmother. 

There is something about generations of families 
witnessing to faith and passing on the truths they have 
experienced. 

One of the saddest experiences in a child’s life is seeing 
grief in the eyes of a parent. So often, parents try to hide 
grief from their children in order to protect them. But 
when grief cannot be hidden, then the harshness of life is 
seen but also shared. 
 
Tradition has it that Jesus says to the women who mourn: 
Weep not for me but for yourselves and for your children. 
 
Given the number of people who allowed Jesus this road 
to the Cross without even stopping to look at him, we give 
thanks for the Daughters of Jerusalem and for their grief 
for Our Lord. 
 

Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.  Hail Mary… 
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Feast of St. Patrick 
 

On the 17th March we celebrate the feast of St. 
Patrick who is one of the best-known saints 
throughout the world. As the patron saint of 
Ireland, a lot has been written about St. Patrick. 
The following sums him up perfectly: 
 
“Patrick was a humble, pious, gentle man, whose 
love and total devotion to and trust in God should be a shining example to each of us. So 
complete was his trust in God, and of the importance of his mission, he feared nothing -not 
even death.” 

 

Our Lenten Journey 

 

 
We are now into the fourth week of Lent 

and our focus for meditation is 

Celebration. This can be found in the 

link below and gives us the opportunity 

to think and reflect: 

Lenten Reflection 

Week 4 - Celebration (2021).pptx
 

 

 

Children’s Liturgy 

 

A short liturgical resource to help you with praying 

together and listening to the Word of God as a 

family has been prepared by Redemptorist 

Publications and can be viewed on the link below: 

 

https://youtu.be/gYVlCu5AOus 

 

 
 

https://youtu.be/gYVlCu5AOus


CATHOLIC LIFE NEWSLETTER  
 
 

What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-4th-Sunday-of-Lent-14-Mar-

21.pdf 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/lent_4.pdf 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s, Perry Common: 

LENT IV YEAR B  

parish sheet 14 March 2021.docx
 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-14th-march-the-fourth-sunday-of-

lent/ 

 

To mark the halfway point of Lent Archbishop Longley has written a pastoral letter, which was 
read at Sunday Mass on the 14th March. Here is a copy of the letter:                                             

pastoralletter-fourt

hsundayoflent(13-14march2021).pdf
 

 

 Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday 
streamed live from St. Chad’s Cathedral and here is the 
link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday 

mass available online after 12 midday every Saturday. 

Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the 

Redemptorist community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online                      

 

         

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-4th-Sunday-of-Lent-14-Mar-21.pdf
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-4th-Sunday-of-Lent-14-Mar-21.pdf
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/lent_4.pdf
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-14th-march-the-fourth-sunday-of-lent/
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-14th-march-the-fourth-sunday-of-lent/
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online
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                         Scripture Reflection – 5th  Sunday of Lent – Hebrews 5:7-9. John 12:20-30 
                                                                                                         
                          The death of Jesus brought new life through his resurrection.  

 
This is the message Jesus is telling his followers in today’s Gospel when he tells 
Andrew and Philip that unless a grain falls and dies it remains only a single grain. 
Only when the grain dies will It result in a rich harvest. 
 
Jesus is trying to explain that he is like the grain of wheat that God the Father has 
sown in the world. He himself understands that he will have to die in order that 
the gift of eternal life can be given to those who follow him and believe in him. 
 

Even his closest disciples were not able to fully understand this difficult message that Jesus was 
trying to get across to them. This would only be revealed to them after they witnessed his 
death and resurrection. In our journey through Lent we remember the pain of the Cross that 
Jesus endured with the certain knowledge that, having suffered, his resurrection brings us the 
certainty of eternal life. 
   

Let us Pray 

 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 
in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 
 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 
and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 
 
(Prayer to St. Joseph by Pope Francis) 


