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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

There are moments when we realise that we are witnessing something that many years from 
now will seen as a major event in history. The recent visit of Pope Francis to Iraq will be one of 
those moments. 
 
On Sunday morning Pope Francis arrived at the Hosh al-Bieeya (Church Square) in Mosul, where 
he offered a prayer for all victims of war in Iraq and the Middle East. Before reciting the prayer, 
Pope Francis offered these thoughts: 
 
“ If God is the God of life – for so He is – then it is wrong for us to kill our brothers and sisters 
in His Name. 
If God is the God of peace – for so He is – then it is wrong for us to wage war in His Name. 
If God is the God of love – for so He is – then it is wrong for us to hate our brothers and 
sisters.” 
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The Stations of the Cross 

 
The Stations of the Cross are a traditional form of praying and remembering the Passion of 

Jesus throughout Lent. We continue this journey using the pictures and prayers from St. Chad’s 

Cathedral: 

 

 

 

The Third Station – Jesus falls the first time 

 
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have redeemed 

the world. 

 
In this Station, we see something of Jesus’ struggle and how 
those observing his journey and here, his fall, do nothing to 
assist him – even work against him. 
One of his captors pulls him up by his crimson robe, while a 
soldier treads on his legs hindering any ability Jesus might 
have to get off the ground.  
The brutality of the scene is confirmed by somebody visibly 
striking Jesus on the head. Maybe this was punishment for 
falling, but it would not have helped either in the process of 
recovery. 
 
In the face of this physical struggle for Jesus, one 
consideration is: why this is happening to him at all. But the 
Stations of the Cross help us to understand what we mean 
by Jesus being ‘fully human’.  From his birth, God’s Son chose 
to share in our human condition in all things but sin. We should never so spiritualise Jesus’ 
sufferings that we make them beautiful artwork and forget the brutality and suffering he 
endured. We can think, too, of the many martyrs of our own country – and around the world – 
who endured similar levels of degradation and humiliation in imitation of Christ. 
 

Help me, Lord, when I fall, to rise up and to know the dignity that cannot be taken away. 
 

Lord, be merciful to me a sinner. Glory be… 
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The Fourth Station – Jesus meets his Mother 

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have redeemed 

the world. 

 
There is something about the Fourth Station that makes us 
stop and wonder: what must have been in the hearts and 
thoughts of this Mother and her Son at this encounter? 
Furthermore, you could imagine that neither of them would 
have wished to see the other in such distress: the Mother 
unable to protect her Son from his sufferings; the Son 
unable to shield his Mother from his appearance. 
 
The Stations in St Chad’s introduces St John the Evangelist 
as Mary’s Companion – the one with whom we associate 
Mary at the foot of the Cross. Here he is, already offering 
comfort to Jesus’ Mother. 
 
The Church gives us Our Lady of Sorrows: a parent’s sharing 
in the many experiences of the lives of their children, often 
powerless to influence but ready to stand alongside.  
God blesses parents with special graces as their role is 
never complete and their concern for their offspring – of 
whatever age – continues throughout their life 
This Station reminds us that a parent’s reassuring gaze can 
speak more than any words. 
 

Even at this moment of encounter, Mary continues to say 

‘Yes’ to God. 

 

 

Lord, be merciful to me a sinner  Our Father… 
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The Fifth Station – Simon of Cyrene carries 

the Cross 

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you 

Because, by your holy Cross, you have 

redeemed the world. 

 
Simon of Cyrene is often spoken of as the 
unsuspecting helper of Christ along the Way of the 
Cross. 

We see that the crimson robe has come off again. 

As presented in our Stations, Jesus does not appear to 
see who is helping him.  
May all of our charitable works be done not for 
gratitude but because they are done out of selfless 
giving for the good of others. 

Pope Francis writes: God infinitely transcends us; he is 
full of surprises. We are not the ones to determine 
when and how we will encounter him; the exact times 
and places of that encounter are not up to us. 
(Apostolic Exhortation Rejoice & Be Glad, 41, March 
2018) 

As it is a consolation for us to know that Christ was not 
alone in this most agonising time, so we are reminded 
that we are never alone in what seem to be the 
bleakest of times. Whatever the trials of life, Christ 
endured so much that we can turn to him for help or, 
at least, understanding. 
 

Lord, be merciful to me a sinner Hail Mary… 
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Our Lenten Journey 

 
 

 

 

 

We are now into the third week of Lent and our 

focus for meditation is Acceptance. This can be 

found in the link below and gives us the 

opportunity to think and reflect: 

 

     

Lenten Reflection 

Week 3 - Acceptance (2021).pptx
                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Liturgy 

 

A short liturgical resource to help you with praying 

together and listening to the Word of God as a 

family has been prepared by Redemptorist 

Publications and can be viewed on the link below: 

 

 
https://youtu.be/0SKItMV68H8 

 

 

https://youtu.be/0SKItMV68H8
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  

 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-3rd-Sunday-of-Lent-7-Mar-

21.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/lent_3.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s, Perry Common: 

LENT III YEAR B  

parish sheet 7 March 2021.docx
 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-7th-march-the-third-sunday-of-lent/ 

 

 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday 
streamed live from St. Chad’s Cathedral and here is the 
link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday 

mass available online after 12 midday every Saturday. 

Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the 

Redemptorist community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online                      

 

          

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-3rd-Sunday-of-Lent-7-Mar-21.pdf
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/03/Bulletin-3rd-Sunday-of-Lent-7-Mar-21.pdf
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/lent_3.pdf
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-7th-march-the-third-sunday-of-lent/
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online
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                           Scripture Reflection – 4th Sunday of Lent – Ephesians 2:4-10. John 3:14-21 
                                                                                                                             
                            In our readings today we hear of the never ending love that God has for us and 

  the world that we live in. This he has shown us through the sacrifice of his Son  
  that we might be saved and enjoy eternal life. 
 
 It is the gift of faith that we have received from God that we should acknowledge 
and nurture in our lives – the season of Lent is a time when we can really focus 
on this as we journey with Jesus. 
 
Let us take heart from the words of St. Paul in his letter to the people of Ephesus: 
 

“We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good life 
as from the beginning he had meant us to live.” 

 
Knowing this, and truly believing this, will enable us to live as children of the light as John asks 
us to be  -  living by the truth so that people can see the work of God through us. 
  
 

                          Let us Pray 

 
Most High God, Lord of all ages, 
You created the world in love 
and never cease to shower your blessings  
upon all your creatures. 
From beyond the sea of suffering and death, 
from beyond all temptations to violence, injustice 
and unjust gain, you accompany your sons and 
daughters with a Father’s tender love. 
Teach us to realise that you have entrusted to us 
your plan of love, peace and reconciliation, and charged us to carry it out 
in our time, in the brief span of our earthly life. Amen 
 
(Adapted from the prayer of Pope Francis in Mosul,  
Iraq – 7th March 2021) 


