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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As we begin the season of Lent our thoughts turn to our journey with Jesus, which mirrors the 

temptation that Jesus himself faced by Satan for 40 days and 40 nights in the desert. If Jesus 

can be subjected to this isolation in the desert, 

face temptation and then overcome it, it 

seems right and proper that we should join 

him this Lent and ask the angels to look after 

us as they looked after Jesus. 

 

Each week in school we will be reflecting on 

our journey through Lent and this week our 

focus is on temptation. The reflection can be 

viewed in the link below: 

                                                   

Lenten Reflection 

Week 1 - Temptation (2021).pptx
 

 

 

 

Children’s Liturgy 
A short liturgical resource to help you with 

praying together and listening to the Word of 

God as a family has been prepared by 

Redemptorist Publications and can be viewed 

on the link below: 

https://youtu.be/LQtbzzDvcIo 

 

https://youtu.be/LQtbzzDvcIo
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The Stations of the Cross 

 
During Lent the paintings of the Station of the Cross from our school Chapel are placed around 
the school to act as a reminder to us all as we go about our day of the suffering that Jesus went 
through for each one of us. 

 

The devotion of the Stations of the Cross can be traced to the late 4th century when pilgrims 
flocked to the Holy Land from all parts of the world to visit the land of Jesus.  

The gospels recall incidents that occurred 
when Jesus was condemned and made his 
way to Calvary, but since the Jerusalem of 
his day was almost completely destroyed 
by Roman armies in 70 AD, only a few 
places, like the place where he died and 
was buried, were really known to early 
Christian pilgrims. Over the years, pilgrim 
processions– beginning at the ruins of the 
Fortress Antonia and ending at the church 
of the Holy Sepulchre–were accepted as 
the way Jesus went to his death. The route 
was known as the “Via Dolorosa,” the 
“Sorrowful Way;” Today, it winds through 
the crowded areas of Jerusalem’s Old City, 
and pilgrims still prayerfully travel it.  

“Stations” recalling specific incidents that 
took place as Jesus went to Calvary 
developed along this venerable route. 
Most of the 14 traditional stations found 
there today and in churches throughout 
the world are taken from the gospels, 
above all, from St. Luke’s account. But 
other incidents are not mentioned in the 
gospels, for example his three falls, his 
meeting with his mother, his meeting with 
Veronica who wipes his face with a cloth. 
Where did these scenes come from? They came from pilgrims devoutly meditating on the 
passion of Jesus. 

http://passionofchrist.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/via-dolorosa-40.jpg
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John’s gospel reports that Mary stood by the cross of Jesus. (John 19,25-27) Wouldn’t she have 
been among the crowd accompanying him to Calvary and wouldn’t they have met on the way? 
Pilgrims walking that way believed she did. Jesus would be very weak during his passion after 
the scourging he received from Pilate’s soldiers. Why else was Simon of Cyrene pressed into 
carrying his cross? As they travelled the rough winding streets of the Via Dolorosa, pilgrims 
came to believe that he fell more than once.  

The story of Veronica is not found in the gospels, 
but in early eastern apocryphal writings, like the 
Acts of Pilate, which tells of a woman named 
Veronica who possessed a cloth imprinted with the 
face of Jesus. Pilgrims from the western church 
returning to Europe passed her story on.  

The story highlights  the role of women during his 
passion and death. Matthew and Mark begin their 
accounts of the passion with the story of an 
unknown woman who anoints Jesus with precious 
ointment at Bethany, at the same time that Judas 
and others are plotting his death. (Matthew 26, 6-
13; Mark 14,3-9) The gospels acknowledge the role 
of women, a customary role, in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. Can we see the story of 
Veronica as symbolic of what all women did then? 
As a reward for ministering to the One who 
suffered, died and rose again, they discovered the 
face of God. (Adapted from passionofchrist.us) 

 

In the link below, you will find a video presentation of the Stations of the Cross that have been 
prepared by the Passionist Fathers. This helps is to visualise where the journey of Jesus carrying 
his cross in Jerusalem took place and how this devotion is prayed during the season of Lent: 

https://youtu.be/waaMOBJ5e1Q 

 

 

 

http://passionofchrist.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/dsc00265.jpg
https://youtu.be/waaMOBJ5e1Q


CATHOLIC LIFE NEWSLETTER  
 
 

What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  

 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/02/Bulletin-1st-Sunday-of-Lent-21-Feb-

21.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/lent_1.pdf 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s, Perry Common: 

LENT 1 YEAR B  

parish sheet 21 Feb 2021.docx
 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-21st-february-the-first-sunday-of-

lent/ 

 

 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday 
streamed live from St. Chad’s Cathedral and here is the 
link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday 

mass available online after 12 midday every Saturday. 

Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the 

Redemptorist community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online                      

 

 

 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/02/Bulletin-1st-Sunday-of-Lent-21-Feb-21.pdf
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/02/Bulletin-1st-Sunday-of-Lent-21-Feb-21.pdf
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/lent_1.pdf
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-21st-february-the-first-sunday-of-lent/
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-21st-february-the-first-sunday-of-lent/
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online
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                        Scripture Reflection – 2nd Sunday of Lent – Genesis 22:1-2.9-13.15-18  Mark 9:2-10 
                                                                                                                             
                           The reading from the book of Genesis begins to teach us about sacrifice. 

Abraham showed that he was willing to sacrifice everything to God by being 
prepared to give up his only son as he had been commanded. Then in the gospel 
that we read today we see that God himself did not spare his own Son Jesus. 
 
The story of the transfiguration is the one time when the earthly Jesus known to 
his apostles - Peter, James and John – met the heavenly form of Jesus. In this 
moment high on the mountain they saw Jesus with Moses and Elijah. It must 
have been a moment of high drama. Then a voice came from the cloud saying: 
 
                                 “ This is my Son, the beloved. Listen to him!” 
 

                          Then the event that they had witnessed was over and Jesus told them to tell no  
                          one until after the ‘ Son of Man had risen from the dead.’ We are told that they  
                          followed this instruction but wondered what ‘rising from the dead’ might mean. 
 
                          I wonder if Peter, James and John remembered this moment of glory when  
                          heaven met earth as they witnessed the Passion of Jesus? 
 

 Let us Pray 
Lord God, with all our hearts we beseech you:  
have mercy on your people; spare your people; 
strengthen all people in the struggle  
against the havoc of this pandemic. 
Lord our God, without you we are so weak and our 
courage so limited. 
Give us your strength; give us your love;  
give us wisdom and skill to continue this fight.  
Spare your people, O Lord we pray. 
Comfort those who mourn and  
gather into your kingdom all who have died. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord,  
who died and rose to life, 
who lives and reigns with you, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


