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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Introducing Racial Justice Sunday, which took place on 31st January, the Catholic Bishops of 
England & Wales in their website said: 
 
‘ At the beginning of his public ministry Jesus outlines his Mission in the synagogue in Nazareth’ 
                 
                  “ He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, 
                     to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, 
                     to set the downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.” 
 
We are asked to do three things as a way to follow the theme for this year - ‘ A Time to Act.’ 
 

• Voices that discriminate unjustly, attitudes that undermines on the grounds of race 
must be opposed. 

• Voices of those who feel rejected or perpetually in second place must be listened to. 

• The dignity of all must be respected and promoted. 
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The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
 
Luke is the only one of the evangelists that gives us any 
information about the childhood of Jesus. On the 2nd 
February we celebrated the feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord – also known as Candlemas -  when Mary and 
Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple to observe the law 
that every first-born male child must be consecrated to 
the Lord. 
 
We can imagine that the Temple was a busy place with 
Mary and Joseph just another couple bringing their son  
in accordance with the law. Then we are introduced to a 
man called Simeon who seems to seek them out. He had 
been told by the Holy Spirit that he would not die until 
he had seen the Christ and when he saw the boy Jesus 
he knew who he was and proclaimed him as the ‘Light’ 
to the world, which is the reason why the feast is 
dominated by the lighting of candles. 
 
We are told that Mary and Joseph wondered what all this could mean. How worried must they 
have been when Simeon went on to say: 
 
“ You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be 
a sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the secret thoughts 
of many will be laid bare.” 
 
The role that the child Jesus is destined to play in the history of salvation is already clear. 
 

 

Children’s Liturgy 
 

A short liturgical resource to help you 

with praying together and listening to 

the Word of God as a family has been 

prepared by Redemptorist Publications 

and can be viewed on the link below 

https://youtu.be/lbvs6bMbPV0 

 

https://youtu.be/lbvs6bMbPV0
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  
 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/01/Bulletin-4th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time-

31-Jan-21.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/ot_4.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s, Perry Common: 

THE 4th SUNDAY IN 

ORD TIME YEAR B  parish sheet 31 Jan 2021 (1).docx
 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-31st-january-the-fourth-sunday-of-ordinary-

time/ 

 

 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday 
streamed live from St. Chad’s Cathedral and here is the 
link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday 

mass available online after 12 midday every Saturday. 

Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the 

Redemptorist community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online                      

 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/01/Bulletin-4th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time-31-Jan-21.pdf
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/01/Bulletin-4th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time-31-Jan-21.pdf
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/ot_4.pdf
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-31st-january-the-fourth-sunday-of-ordinary-time/
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-31st-january-the-fourth-sunday-of-ordinary-time/
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online
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  Scripture Reflection - 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Job 7:1-4,6-7. Mark 1:29-39 
 
In the reading from the book of Job that we hear today his words could resonate 
with all of us at some point in our lives when he speaks of our life on earth 
consisting of drudgery, sleepless nights wondering when the next day will come 
and then during the day thinking how slowly time goes by.  
 
It sounds like he was having a bad day! Despite this however he also reminds us 
that ‘ life is but a breath’. 
 

In the gospel Mark recounts how, the teaching and the healing work of Jesus had become 
known and that people came from the whole town of Capernaum looking for healing from all 
kinds of diseases.  
 
Jesus we are told needed time to be alone and pray away from the crowds. He set many 
examples to us but is this perhaps one of the most important ones for us to heed? 
 
Everyone had wondered where he had gone and when Simon asked him where he had been we 
discover that Jesus was fully aware of what he had been sent to do when he replied: “Let us go 
elsewhere, to the neighbouring country towns, so that I can preach there too, because that is 
why I came. “ 

 
His message had to be heard by everyone – this has been the mission of Christianity ever since. 

 
Canticle of Simeon Lk 2:29-32 
 

At last, all powerful Master 
you give leave to your servant 
to go in peace, according to your promise. 
 
For my eyes have seen your salvation 
Which you have prepared for all nations, 
the light to enlighten the Gentiles 
and give glory to Israel, your people. 
 


