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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

 

On Monday 25th January our week of special prayer for 
Christian Unity ended and it is fitting that it falls on the feast 
of the Conversion of St. Paul. This event is perhaps one of the 
most important in the history of Christianity, as it is 
intrinsically linked to the expansion of Christianity beyond 
Jerusalem. 
 
The story of Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus is one 
of the best known of the bible. Up until that point Paul – or 
Saul as he was known – had been raised in the Jewish faith 
believing in the strict observance of God’s law as the way to 
receive the promise of salvation. Not only was he sceptical of the early Christians as they 
preached and believed that Jesus was the Son of God, he actively persecuted those he believed 
had abandoned their Jewish faith to follow Christianity. Indeed, we are told that when Stephen 
was being stoned to death he looked on as it happened. (Acts 7:58) 
 
His meeting with the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus is one of the few encounters with 

Jesus after his resurrection that we hear of, and it proved to 
be a decisive one as Paul then travelled far and wide to 
proclaim the Gospel. 
 
His letters to the numerous local churches that he established 
form a significant part of the New Testament and we can be 
struck by the urgency of them in encouraging people to turn 
their hearts and minds to listen to the word of God in how we 
live our lives.  
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Holocaust Memorial Day 
 
Holocaust Memorial Day is an international day of remembrance that takes place on the 27th 
January when the world is asked to pause and remember the six million Jews who were 
murdered during the Holocaust and the terrible acts of genocide that have taken place since. 
 
The 27th January is the day chosen as the memorial as it marks the liberation of the 
concentration camp at Auschwitz. 
 
Last year was the 75th anniversary of this liberation and Pope Francis said on the day before this 
day of remembrance: 
 
“ In the face of this huge tragedy, this atrocity, indifference is not admissible and memory is a 
must”. 
 
He has also spoken about the visit he himself made to Auschwitz: 
 
“ I went there to reflect and to pray in silence. In our world, with its whirlwind of activity, we 
find it hard to pause, to look within and to listen in silence to the plea of suffering humanity.  
 
If we lose our memory, we destroy our future.  
 
May the anniversary of the unspeakable cruelty that humanity learned of 75 years ago serve as 
a summons to pause, to be still and to remember.  
 
We need to do this, lest we become indifferent.” 
 
 
 

 

A Prayer for Holocaust Memorial 

Day 2020 

 

We remember today the six million Jews 

murdered in the Holocaust. 
 
 
https://youtu.be/0FxrCjlDrxs 
 
 

https://youtu.be/0FxrCjlDrxs
https://youtu.be/0FxrCjlDrxs
https://youtu.be/0FxrCjlDrxs
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Children’s Liturgy 
 

A short liturgical resource to help you with praying together and listening to the Word of God as 

a family has been prepared by Redemptorist Publications and can be viewed on the link below 

https://youtu.be/reZKal5oye4 

 

 

What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  
 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/01/Bulletin-3rd-Sunday-of-Ordinary-Time-

24-Jan-2021.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/ot_3.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-24th-january-the-third-sunday-in-ordinary-

time/ 

 

 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday streamed live from St. Chad’s 
Cathedral and here is the link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday mass available online after 12 midday 

every Saturday. Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the Redemptorist 

community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 

                             

https://youtu.be/reZKal5oye4
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/01/Bulletin-3rd-Sunday-of-Ordinary-Time-24-Jan-2021.pdf
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http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online


CATHOLIC LIFE NEWSLETTER  
 
 

 

  Scripture Reflection – 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Deuteronomy 18:15-20  
                                                                                                                  Mark 1:21-28 
 
As Christians we have been taught that in the New Testament we find the 
fulfilment of the Old Testament.  
 
There is a direct link from today’s reading from the book of Deuteronomy when 
Moses tells the people that God will raise a prophet from among themselves, 
and when that happens they must listen to him as he would be speaking the 
words of God. 

 
In the Gospel of Mark, we find Jesus in the synagogue teaching the people and we are told that 
he made a deep impression on them. We are then told that an unclean spirit that had 
possessed a man in the synagogue recognised Jesus as the ‘Holy One of God’. 
 
Interestingly we are also told that Jesus taught with ‘authority’. Where did this authority come 
from if not from God the Father? 

 
 

Let us pray 
 
O glorious St Paul,  
after persecuting the Church, you became 
by God's grace its most zealous Apostle.  
Obtain for us, the grace to work towards 
bringing the faith to others and to 
accepting any trials and tribulations that 
come our way. Amen. 
 
 
 

 


