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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

This week is a week of special prayer in the search for Christian 
Unity. Vatican News have explained the importance of this week 
where we focus on the work towards all Christians coming 
together as one: 
 
“With over 100 years of history, this octave of prayer is a period 
set aside for Christians around the world to jointly pray for 
visible Christian unity and move closer towards the fulfilment of 
Jesus’ Last Supper prayer “that they all may be one.” 
The theme for this year 2021, “Abide in my love and you shall 
bear much fruit,” is inspired by John 15: 5-9. It was chosen to 
express the Christian community’s vocation to pray and work 
for reconciliation and unity within the Church, our human family 
and all of creation.” 
 

 
 
 
The search for Christian Unity has been in all probability something 
that has been sought since the splits occurred in the Church. 
However, the ‘Ecumenical Movement’ as it is also known really began 
to gain momentum in the latter part of the 20th century, and 
particularly so since the Second Vatican Council in the 1960’s. This 
was a defining moment in the history of the Church when it began to 
look outward to the world, to other Christian traditions and indeed to 
build relationships with other faiths and religions. 
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Our school  is a great example of the coming together of 
these different Christian traditions and other faiths and 
religions. An inspiring display of the coming together of our 
school community has been the collection and donations 
of food and other items to the Bethany Foodbank over the 
last couple of years. Organised by the Bethany Pentecostal 
Church in Erdington their Community Outreach is 
supported across all denominations and is truly ecumenical 
in nature. It is these practical community initiatives that 
can help drive the goal of Christian Unity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2002 the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales issued a document called ‘The Search for 
Christian Unity’. Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, who was Archbishop of Westminster at 
that time, in his foreword to the document said that the journey to Christian Unity is ‘a road 
with no exit’.  The document goes on to set out what the goal of ecumenism should be:  
 

 

‘Ecumenism is a response to the grace of God. It calls all                
 Christians to faith in the kind of Church God wants, to 
 hope that Jesus’ prayer - ‘May they all be one’ - may one 
 day be answered in its fullness, and to charity which is 
 the Spirit’s gift uniting all believers. 
‘The Second Vatican Council clearly asked Catholics to 
 reach out in love to all other Christians with a charity 
 that desires and works actively to overcome in truth 
 whatever divides them from one another.’ (9) 

 

 

 

Children’s Liturgy 
A short liturgical resource to help you with praying together and listening to the Word of God as 

a family has been prepared by Redemptorist Publications and can be viewed on the link below: 

 

https://youtu.be/M3FNvDx6zcI 

https://youtu.be/M3FNvDx6zcI
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  
 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 
 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/01/Bulletin-2nd-Sunday-in-

Ordinary-Time-17-Jan-21.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 
 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/ot_2.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 
 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-16th-january-the-second-sunday-in-

ordinary-time/ 

 

 

 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday streamed live from St. Chad’s 
Cathedral and here is the link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday mass available online after 12 midday 

every Saturday. Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the Redemptorist 

community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 
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http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
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  Scripture Reflection – 3rd  Sunday in Ordinary Time – Mark 1:14-20 

 
The call of Jesus must have been a powerful one as we hear how when he called 
those who were to become his apostles they left what they were doing and 
followed him.  
 
Without hesitation they believed Jesus when he said: 
 
‘The time has come, and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent and 
believe the Good News.’ 

 
                               We are asked each day to renew our faith in Jesus and to free ourselves up to 
hear the call to repent and believe the Good News. This is all that is required of us to be saved – 
we must not allow the cares of the world to distract us from the call of the Lord. 

 
 
Let us pray 

 
 
Jesus Christ, you seek us,  
you wish to offer us your friendship 
and lead us to a life that is ever more complete. 
 
Grant us the confidence to answer your call so that 
we may be transformed and become witnesses of 
your tenderness for the world. 
 
Amen 


