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Matthew 4:12-23 
 

“Happy are those who are persecuted... 

The Kingdom of Heaven belongs to them!” 
 

Jesus saw the crowds and went up a hill, where he sat 

down. His disciples gathered around him, and he 

began to teach them: 

 

“Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor; 

    the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them! 

“Happy are those who mourn; 

    God will comfort them! 

“Happy are those who are humble; 

    they will receive what God has promised! 

“Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what 

God requires; 

    God will satisfy them fully! 

“Happy are those who are merciful to others; 

    God will be merciful to them! 

“Happy are the pure in heart; 

    they will see God! 

“Happy are those who work for peace; 

    God will call them his children! 

“Happy are those who are persecuted because they do 

what God requires; 

    the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them! 

 

“Happy are you when people insult you and persecute 

you and tell all kinds of evil lies against you because 

you are my followers. Be happy and glad, for a great 

reward is kept for you in heaven. This is how the 

prophets who lived before you were persecuted.” 

 

 
 

Hello everyone! 

 

Sunday’s Gospel is a surprisingly fitting response to 

Friday’s International Holocaust Memorial Day. 

 

It may seem like an oxymoron to state, “Blessed are 

the persecuted,” especially in the context of the Jewish 

Holocaust. However, in Sunday’s Gospel, our Lord 

reminds His followers that the persecuted are destined 

for Heaven.  

 

On 27th January, seventy-eight years ago, the Soviet 

army marched into Auschwitz, the largest of the Nazi 

death camps and rescued the 7000 remaining Jews. 

Sadly, they were too late for the six million Jews who 

had already been murdered because of intolerance 

and prejudice. 

 

Our Lord shares a kinship with those who were 

tragically killed, since He too suffered greatly at the 

hands of the ignorant. This may not deter from the pain 

still felt by survivors and their families today, but they 

should find some comfort in the promise of salvation: 

 

“…Those who suffer because it is God's will for them, 

should by their good actions trust themselves 

completely to their Creator, who always keeps his 

promise.” 

(1 Peter 4:19) 

 

The theme for this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day is 

‘Ordinary People’. Those who were killed were 

ordinary people; they never anticipated that this could 

happen to them. Those who forced them onto trains, 

into camps and into the gas chambers were ordinary 

people; they never imagined that, one day, they would 

become murderers. Those who witnessed this horrific 

cruelty were just ordinary people; they didn’t think that 

it was their job to intervene. 

 

Truthfully, we could be any one of those people. 

Tragically, religious persecution and mass genocide 

still take place today. Recently, countless more lives 

were taken in places such as Cambodia, Rwanda, 

Darfur and Bosnia. One day, it could happen to us. 

One day, we may become the persecuted, the 

persecutor or the passer-by. 

 

International Holocaust Memorial Day is marked every 

year so that the world doesn’t forget or become 

complacent. We only need to recall our Lord’s parable, 

‘The Good Samaritan’, to determine what our response 

should be. Unlike the priest and the Levite, we need to 

be alert and take notice when others suffer. Our Lord 

taught us that love of our neighbours is the second 

most important commandment, after love of God. 

 

“…Love your neighbour as you love yourself.” 

(Leviticus 19:18)  

 

As a global community, we must learn to love and care 

for every single one of our neighbours, regardless of 

gender, nationality, race or religion, so that the horrors 

of the past are stopped from every happening again. 

 

International Day of Education 
 

On Tuesday, 24th January, 2022, schools all over the 

world celebrated the International Day of Education. 

This was a day to celebrate our school, our teachers 

and all of the incredible learning offered to our 

students!  



 

To commemorate the day, a provocative quote from 

former American president, Theodore Roosevelt was 

placed at the front of the chapel: “A thorough 

knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college 

education.” As students and staff walked by, they were 

encouraged to respond to this quote by writing on 

post-it notes. Many pupils agreed, identifying the 

power of the Bible, its ability to deepen our relationship 

with God and its important messages. Others 

disagreed, claiming that knowledge of the Bible isn’t 

enough to answer all of life’s questions or to enable us 

to get a job. 

 

On this day, we also reflected on the importance of our 

school as a ‘sanctuary’, where all pupils, staff and 

visitors feel welcomed, safe, valued and respected. 

Staff and students were encouraged to look around the 

school for places, people and objects that represent 

‘sanctuary’ to them. Mrs Quoroll identified the space 

outside of her office as her place of sanctuary: “I love 

reading these (Bible) quotes and looking out at St 

Edmund Campion, Chloe’s bench and the pond. These 

pieces of scripture fill me with hope and happiness.” 

For me, the Chapel is my place of sanctuary: “I love 

that the doors are always open and that all pupils, 

regardless of faith, feel welcome to use it as a quiet 

retreat from the business of school; a place where you 

are safe to be alone with God or your own thoughts.” 

Our Chaplaincy Team identified multiple places, 

people and things that represent sanctuary for them, 

including the library, the Stations of the Cross, the Y11 

prefects and Mr Morris’ classroom.  

 

 
 

International Holocaust Memorial Day 
 

On Thursday morning, the entire school gathered on 

the playground to commemorate International 

Holocaust Memorial Day. 

 

Atop of a black prayer table, our Lord’s Cross stood 

tall, reminding everyone of Christ’s own suffering. 

Before the Cross, His crown of thorns was placed on 

top of purple cloth, a reminder of the humiliation Christ 

also suffered. On this day, when we remember over 

six million Jews who were killed during the Holocaust, 

we are offered some comfort through solidarity with 

our Lord: we are never alone in our trials and suffering. 

 

Thursday morning’s service began with an 

introduction, before students from the school’s 

Chaplaincy Team shared their own reflections, through 

prayer and poetry, on the horrors of mass genocide. 

The theme of their poems was abundantly clear: we 

need to remember the mistakes of the past in order to 

create a safer future. It is never okay to ignore 

prejudice and hatred, or else, one day, we too might 

become victims of our own complacency. 

 

On Friday, the Chaplaincy Team took their prayers and 

poems to the village green, near Erdington Library, 

where they shared them aloud in a public service led 

by Reverend Gerard Goshawk. Here, they were joined 

by students from St Barnabas Primary School, local 

musicians and other members of the community. 

Together, the people of Erdington announced: 

 

“We say no to hatred. Not here, not anywhere, never 

again.” 

 

 
 

Get Involved Around School 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Feast Days 
 

  

   

           St John Bosco       Presentation of the Lord 

       -31st January, 2023-          -2nd February, 2023- 
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