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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

The key to the success of our endeavours in life is preparation. From its inception as a season of 

the church’s year it was to simply celebrate the feast of Christmas i.e. the coming of Jesus – the 

‘Advent of the Lord.’ 

 

Over time however Advent became to be seen as a time of 

preparation for Christmas and a time of waiting in expectation 

for the second coming of Jesus. Advent therefore is a time of 

commemoration of the birth of Jesus - and the importance of 

that event in the history of salvation - and then looking forward 

in the belief that Jesus will return in glory. This is amplified in the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

 

“ When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this ancient 

expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Saviour’s first coming, 

the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming.” (CCC, 524) 

 

Initially in the Church Advent had a similar feel to Lent with emphasis on prayer and fasting. 

Although this link to Lent has lessened the idea of prayer and fasting is still acknowledged in the 

liturgical colour of the season – purple/violet – and the symbolic use of the three purple 

candles of the Advent wreath marking penance, preparation and sacrifice. The pink candle that 

is lit on the 3rd Sunday of Advent – Gaudete Sunday -  is to mark a day of joy as we reach the 

halfway point of this time of preparation. 

 

Advent is a time of renewal of our faith. Faith in the message of peace and forgiveness that the 

birth of Jesus brings to the world, and faith in the belief and hope that ‘he will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.’ (Nicene Creed) 
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The feast of St. Andrew is celebrated on the 30th 
November. He is known widely as the patron saint of 
Scotland and his feast day is a national holiday in that 
country, despite never having been to Scotland. 

 
The town of St. Andrews in Fife, Scotland, is named 
after him and it was said that relics of St. Andrew 
were kept in the town and so became a place of 
pilgrimage in medieval times. These are no longer 
there but there are relics of St. Andrew that are now 
kept in St. Mary’s Cathedral in Edinburgh. 
 
The flag of Scotland – known as the St. Andrew’s 
Cross – was chosen in honour of him and represents 
the X-shaped  cross that he was crucified on in 60 AD. 
It is said that he himself requested to be crucified in this way as he thought himself unworthy to 
be crucified on the same type of cross as Jesus. 
 
Although synonymous with the country of Scotland St. Andrew was one of the first disciples of 
Jesus. Born in Bethsaida in Galilee he was baptised by John the Baptist, becoming a follower of 
Jesus when John recognised Jesus as the Son of God. (John 1:35-37) 

 
In fact, it was Andrew who introduced 
his brother Simon Peter, who he 
worked with as a fisherman, to Jesus 
telling him ‘We have found the Messiah’ 
(John 1:41).  
 
Both Peter and Andrew were to become 
part of Jesus’ inner circle of the twelve 
apostles and were the first to be called, 
when Jesus said to them, ‘ Come follow 

me and I will teach you to be fishers of people.’ (Matthew 4:19) 
 
 
As well as the patron saint of Scotland St. Andrew is also the patron saint of Greece, Russia, the 

Amalfi region in Italy and Barbados.  
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  
 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2020/11/Bulletin-Solemnity-of-Christ-

the-King-22-Nov-20.pdf 

 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/34_christ_the_king.pdf 

 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s Church in Perry Common: 

https://www.stmgtmry.bham.sch.uk/newsletters/parish201123.pdf 

 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-22nd-november-the-solemnity-of-

our-lord-jesus-christ-king-of-the-universe/ 

 

 

 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday streamed live from St. Chad’s 
Cathedral and here is the link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday mass available online after 12 midday 

every Saturday. Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the Redemptorist 

community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 

   

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2020/11/Bulletin-Solemnity-of-Christ-the-King-22-Nov-20.pdf
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2020/11/Bulletin-Solemnity-of-Christ-the-King-22-Nov-20.pdf
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/34_christ_the_king.pdf
https://www.stmgtmry.bham.sch.uk/newsletters/parish201123.pdf
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-22nd-november-the-solemnity-of-our-lord-jesus-christ-king-of-the-universe/
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-22nd-november-the-solemnity-of-our-lord-jesus-christ-king-of-the-universe/
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
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                                 Gospel Reflection – 1st Sunday of Advent – Mark 13:33-37 

 
  And so, we begin our preparation for Christmas with a passage from the  

  gospel of Mark that does not mention Mary, Joseph or the stories from  

  scripture that we tend to associate with the Christmas period. 

 

  It is too soon for that. Advent is the season we have just begun and although  

  a time for preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus that took place in the  

  past, the gospel today challenges us to bring that reality into our present. 

 

 We do not know the day or the hour when the master will come. We must  

                                always be ready to expect him. The period of Advent is a time of waiting,  

                                a time of anticipation. We must stay awake so that amidst all the distractions 

                                of the world the message of Christmas – that God is with us – is never lost but  

                                remains our reason for celebration. 

   

 

 
Let us Pray 
 

Dear Lord God,  
awaken us, that we may be ready when 
your Son comes,  
that we may receive him with joy  
and serve you with pure hearts.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


