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Matthew 24:37-44 
 

“…You also must always be ready, because the 
Son of Man will come at an hour when you are not 

expecting him.” 
 

The coming of the Son of Man will be like what happened in the time 
of Noah. In the days before the flood people ate and drank, men and 
women married, up to the very day Noah went into the boat; yet they 
did not realize what was happening until the flood came and swept 

them all away. That is how it will be when the Son of Man comes. At 
that time two men will be working in a field: one will be taken away, 
the other will be left behind. Two women will be at a mill grinding 
meal: one will be taken away, the other will be left behind. Watch 

out, then, because you do not know what day your Lord will come. If 
the owner of a house knew the time when the thief would come, you 
can be sure that he would stay awake and not let the thief break into 

his house. So then, you also must always be ready, because the 
Son of Man will come at an hour when you are not expecting him. 

 

 
 

Hello everyone, 
 

On Sunday, the Church celebrated the beginning of the season of 
Advent. Whereas the media have been selling their idea of 

Christmas since late October, the Church has only just lit the very 
first candle on the Advent wreath. 

 
Contrary to popular belief, Advent is not about chocolate calendars, 

gift-wrapping and Christmas markets. Advent is, as our Lord 
explained during Sunday’s Gospel, about being ‘ready’. During 
Advent, we not only look forward to celebrating the birth of our 
Saviour, but also to His promised return, at the end of all time. 

 
Our Lord’s message is heard repeatedly throughout the New 

Testament and delivered by multiple messengers of God. Before 
Christ began his ministry, John the Baptist could be heard crying in 

the wilderness: 
 

““Turn away from your sins,” he said, “because the Kingdom of 
heaven is near!”” 

(Matthew 3:2) 
 

Later, at the time of our Lord’s glorious ascension into Heaven, two 
angels spoke to his gathered disciples: 

 
“Galileans, why are you standing there looking up at the sky? This 
Jesus, who was taken from you into heaven, will come back in the 

same way that you saw him go to heaven.” 
(Acts 1:11) 

 
Like the disciples, we can’t afford to be idle and spend our days 

looking up at the sky. We should worry less about the promise of a 
white Christmas, and spend more time worrying about the salvation 

of our souls. 
 

Later in the Gospel of Matthew, our Lord explains that all people will 
be brought before Him, to be separated as a shepherd separates 

sheep from goats. In order to be counted among our Lord’s flock, we 
are told to do the following: 

 
“I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink; I 

was a stranger and you received me in your homes, naked and you 
clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and you 

visited me.” 
(Matthew 25:35-36) 

 
Christians are encouraged to spend the season of Advent in a 

similar way to the season of Lent, through prayer, fasting, 
repentance and almsgiving. As we draw ever closer to Christmas, 

we hope to grow ever closer to God, by committing our lives to Him. 
 

It is often said that a dog is not just for Christmas and similarly, 
prayer is not just for the season of Advent. The good practises that 
we establish during this special season should then continue all-

year-round. 
 

Chaplaincy Team Training 
 

On Tuesday, our school Chaplaincy Team went on a miniature 
retreat to Soli House in Alton. This was their first big outing as an 

entire team and they were tremendously excited! 
 

Upon arriving in Alton, below the magnificent castle, all pupils 
gasped in awe at the natural beauty surrounding them. It was easy 
to find God in the endless greenery, clear, blue skies and wonderful 

birdsong of rural Staffordshire. 
 

This day was an opportunity for the students to develop their 
teamwork skills and their understanding of leadership. Through 

prayer, various physical activities and discussion, the pupils looked 
to Jesus as the perfect role-model of a leader and sought to become 

more like Him. 
 

At the end of the day, the pupils were sad to leave, but felt more 
unified as a team and better equipped to lead the rest of the school, 

in Catholic life and in prayer.  
 

 
 

Get Involved Around School 
 

  

Upcoming Feast Days 
 

   
 

          St Andrew the Apostle             St Edmund Campion 
-30th November, 2022- -1st December, 2022 - 
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