
St Edmund Campion Catholic School 
Catholic Life Newsletter 

 
Luke 18:9 -14 
 

“…Those who make themselves great will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be made great.” 
 

Jesus also told this parable to people who were sure of their own 
goodness and despised everybody else. “Once there were two men 
who went up to the Temple to pray: one was a Pharisee, the other a 

tax collector. The Pharisee stood apart by himself and prayed, ‘I 
thank you, God, that I am not greedy, dishonest, or an adulterer, like 
everybody else. I thank you that I am not like that tax collector over 

there. I fast two days a week, and I give you one tenth of all my 
income.’ But the tax collector stood at a distance and would not even 
raise his face to heaven, but beat on his breast and said, ‘God, have 

pity on me, a sinner!’ I tell you,” said Jesus, “the tax collector, and 
not the Pharisee, was in the right with God when he went home. For 
those who make themselves great will be humbled, and those who 

humble themselves will be made great.” 
 

 
 

Hello everyone, 
 

In Sunday’s Gospel, Our Lord continues to teach about prayer.  
 

As Christians, prayer should be an integral part of our life. It should 
take place frequently and effortlessly. It should be no more 

demanding than a conversation with a friend or spouse. St Teresa of 
Avila explains that prayer is precisely this: a conversation with a 

loved one. 
 

“Prayer is nothing else than an intimate sharing between friends; 
It means taking time frequently to be alone with Him who we know 

loves us.” 
(St Teresa of Avila) 

 
St Paul encourages us to, “…Pray at all times…” (1 Thessalonians 

5:17) and many of us achieve this through morning prayer, afternoon 
prayer, grace before and after meals and night-time prayer. In 

school, every day begins with the Campion Prayer. Unfortunately, 
however, this type of prayer is dangerous. If the same prayers are 
recited daily, they risk becoming routine: empty words, said without 
thought or meaning. Our Lord warns against this in the Gospel of 

Matthew: 
 

“When you pray, do not use a lot of meaningless words, as the 
pagans do…” 
(Matthew 6:7) 

 
We need to remember who our prayers are for. In Jesus’ parable, 

the pharisee was ‘praying’ so that others would see him and shower 
him with praise. His prayers were self-servicing. All prayer should be 
directed towards God, our Father and said with complete sincerity. In 

Psalm 141, prayer is described to be like incense, which rises to 
Heaven. St John Vianney describes it as an inner bath of love: 

 
“Prayer is the inner bath of love into which the soul plunges itself.” 

St John Vianney 
 

True prayer is rooted beneath the surface; it is anything but 
superficial. It requires us to be vulnerable with God and open up to 
Him. This is why Our Lord teaches us to pray behind closed doors: 

 
“…When you pray, go to your room, close the door, and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen. And your Father, who sees what you do in 
private, will reward you.” 

(Matthew 6:6) 
 

We need to pray like the Tax Collector in our Lord’s parable, with 
humility and honesty, since there is nothing we can hide from God: 

 
“Even before I speak, you already know what I will say.” 

(Psalm 139:4) 
 

“I will Build an Altar to the God who Helped Me” 
(Genesis 35:3) 

 

  
 

Throughout the last two weeks, the chapel in school has become 
increasingly more colourful! Pupils in Year 7 have been arriving at 
the chapel with intriguing pieces of artwork. For the last six weeks, 
they have been attempting to complete their independent learning 

project, to construct a three-dimensional model of a Roman Catholic 
Church. Evidently, they have truly excelled at this task, since the 

Chapel is now full of crucifixes, chalices, Bibles and candles. Their 
work is absolutely stupendous! Students and teachers have been 

unable to resist a visit to the chapel to see the phenomenal models 
on show. Every single visitor has commented on the effort, creativity 

and detail contained within each model. 
 

Renewing Our Commitment to Christ with the MAC 
 

 
 

On Saturday, 22nd October, the Church will celebrate the special 
feast day of St John Paul II, the patron saint of our multi-academy. 
To commemorate this tremendous occasion, on Wednesday, the 
entire multi-academy came together for a beautiful prayer service, 

which was live streamed across all schools. 
 

Pupils sat in complete awe and reverence as they watched each 
school contribute to the prayer service in a unique and surprising 
way. It was a joy to hear the popular hymn, “Give Me Oil in My 

Lamp” played on kettle drums by pupils from Sacred Heart Catholic 
Primary School. All were utterly amazed by students from Bishop 

Walsh Catholic School, who performed contemporary dance to Chris 
Tomlin’s Christian worship song, “I Will Rise”. Pupils were filled with 
immense pride when hearing Y7 students from Edmund Campion 

sing the Gospel Reflection. 
 

It became increasingly more apparent that praise and worship can 
take many forms! It also became explicitly clear that all students 
within our multi-academy are fantastically talented! The prayer 

service was a great reminder that we should always strive to use our 
gifts and talents to glorify the Lord. 

 
At the end of the prayer service, every single member of the St John 

Paul II Multi-Academy, including all pupils, teachers, leaders, 



governors and support staff, was called to renew his or her 
commitment to Christ. We were reminded of the academy’s mission 

statement and the words of St John Paul II, 
 

“Open wide the doors to Christ.” 
 

This simply means that we need to invite Christ into our own lives 
and help others to find Him too. Without a doubt, Christ was 

celebrating with us on this day. 
 

We Are Now On Social Media! 
 

 
 

This week, St Edmund Campion took the internet by storm! No 
longer are we confined to the school website. Now, we can be found 

everywhere! 
 

On Monday, Mr Sorroll created a YouTube channel for the school’s 
chaplaincy work, ‘St Edmund Campion Chaplaincy’: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4X7OtGBYai5NnNf_lpGTGg 
 

He also uploaded the first in a series of videos, entitled, “Me and My 
Favourite Saint”. This video series will feature a variety of pupils and 

members of staff discussing holy men and women who have 
inspired them throughout their lives. This series should provide you 

with lots of fascinating facts about different saints, and enable you to 
get to know each of the presenters a little better too. 

 
In addition to this, we also now have our very own Instagram page: 

https://www.instagram.com/stedmundcampionchaplaincy/ 
 

Like our Twitter page, this will be used to share and celebrate the 
Catholic life of our school. You will find photographs of pupils in 

prayer, pupils participating in various acts of worship, pupils looking 
after each other and doing charitable acts and pupils celebrating 

Holy Mass, among other things. 
 

Please take a look at our new webpages, subscribe and enjoy!  
 

Get Involved Around School 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Upcoming Feast Days 

 

 
 

Ss Simon and Jude 
-28th October, 2022- 
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