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Matthew 4:12-23 
 

“The people who live in darkness will see 

a great light.” 
 

When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, 

he went away to Galilee. He did not stay in Nazareth, 

but went to live in Capernaum, a town by Lake Galilee, 

in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali. This was done 

to make come true what the prophet Isaiah had said, 

 

“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, on the road to 

the sea, on the other side of the Jordan, Galilee, land 

of the Gentiles! 

The people who live in darkness will see a great light. 

On those who live in the dark land of death the light 

will shine.” 

 

From that time Jesus began to preach his message: 

“Turn away from your sins, because the Kingdom of 

heaven is near!” 

 

As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he 

saw two brothers who were fishermen, Simon (called 

Peter) and his brother Andrew, catching fish in the lake 

with a net. Jesus said to them, “Come with me, and I 

will teach you to catch people.” At once they left their 

nets and went with him. 

 

He went on and saw two other brothers, James and 

John, the sons of Zebedee. They were in their boat 

with their father Zebedee, getting their nets ready. 

Jesus called them, and at once they left the boat and 

their father, and went with him. 

 

Jesus went all over Galilee, teaching in the 

synagogues, preaching the Good News about the 

Kingdom, and healing people who had all kinds of 

disease and sickness. 

 

 
 

Hello everyone! 

 

In 2019, on the feast of St Jerome, patron saint of 

librarians and encyclopaedists, Pope Francis issued 

his apostolic letter, ‘Aperuit Illis’ (opened to them) and 

within it, he instituted the celebration of Sunday of the 

Word of God. He asked that the third Sunday of 

Ordinary Time be kept every year as a celebration and 

an opportunity to study sacred scripture. 

 

The inspiration for this yearly observance comes from 

the Gospel of Luke: 

 

“He opened their minds to understand the scriptures.” 

(Luke 24:45) 

 

Before His glorious ascension into Heaven, Our Lord, 

risen from death, appeared to His disciples. Upon 

seeing their teacher, the disciples were full of fear and 

confusion, but Jesus cleared their minds and enabled 

them to better understand God’s plan. He reminded 

them of the Law of Moses and of what was written 

about the Messiah by the prophets and in the Book of 

Psalms. 

 

Like the disciples, we need Christ in order to fully 

understand the scriptures. Equally, we need the 

scriptures in order to better know Christ. As St Jerome 

wrote in his commentary on the Book of Isaiah: 

 

“Ignorance of the Scriptures is 

ignorance of Christ.” 

 

In Sunday’s Gospel, we hear a recount of the call of 

the fishermen, Peter, Andrew, James and John. 

Sacred scripture is our invitation to follow Christ. 

Through listening to the Word of God, we learn how to 

follow in our Lord’s footsteps. Former American 

president Theodore Roosevelt remarked that 

knowledge of the Bible is more valuable than any 

college education. 

 

“The Word of God, therefore, is transformed into the 

‘Will of God’ and the ‘Will of God’ becomes his Word 

that works salvation.” 

(Rino Fisichella, Archbishop) 

 

The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
 

 
 

To demarcate the Month of the Most Holy Name, 

pupils were invited into the Chapel on Thursday to 

reflect on the power of a name. 

 

They were first asked, “When you hear the name of 

Jesus, what do you think of?” Pupils responded in a 

variety of ways, by recalling Jesus as teacher, master, 



saviour and friend. They added these labels to a large 

image of our Lord’s name. 

 

Following this activity, they were encouraged to think 

about themselves. When others hear of their name, 

what thoughts come to mind? Do they respond 

positively or negatively?  

 

Pupils were lastly encouraged to write their names on 

coloured sheets of paper, before decorating these with 

images and symbols to correspond with their 

personality. 

 

“A good name is better than precious ointment.” 

(Ecclesiastes 7:1) 

 

‘Born For This’ Cast 
 

After auditions were held on Monday and Wednesday, 

I am delighted to announce the core cast for our 

Lenten liturgy, ‘Born For This’: 

 

Daniel, Y7 – Jesus of Nazareth 

Amierah, Y7 – Mary, Mother of God 

Julia, Y8 – Herod 

Mr Oxley – Pontius Pilate 

Ms Egan – Veronica 

Mr Sorroll – Simon of Cyrene 

 

Narrators / Chorus –  

Tesharn (Y9), Sophie (Y8), Te-Asiah (Y9), Sara (Y7), 

Julia (Y7), Kinga (Y8), Nicole (Y11) 

 

I am incredibly grateful and proud for all students who 

auditioned this week. A tremendous amount of talent 

was shown with each new auditionee!  

 

Undoubtedly, ‘Born For This’ will be an incredible way 

to start Holy Week, when it is performed at Erdington 

Abbey on Monday, 3rd April. 

 

Amazing Athletics! 
 

 
 

On Wednesday, our athletes from Year 8 participated 

in a highly competitive indoor athletics competition at 

Nechells Sports Centre. The girls and boys took part in 

separate competitions, with each team performing 

phenomenally well! 

 

The girls succeeded in coming first place and are now 

through to the West Midlands Final, which will take 

place at Birmingham University in March. The boys 

narrowly missed first place, with a difference of just 

one point between them and the winning school. 

 

The entire school is incredibly proud of all of the 

students who took part and we look forward to 

cheering for the girls once more as they progress to 

the final! Mrs Smith, who chaperoned the students at 

the event, commended them all by saying, “They are 

all winners and a real credit to St Edmund Campion 

Catholic School!” 

 

Get Involved Around School 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Feast Days 
 

  

   
        St Francis de Sales        Conversion of St Paul 

-24th January, 2023- -25th January, 2023- 

 

  
        Ss Timothy and Titus      St Thomas Aquinas 

              -26th January, 2023-       -28th January, 2023- 
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