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Luke 21:5-19 
 

“…Remember me, Jesus, when you come as 
King!” 

 
The people stood there watching while the Jewish leaders made fun 
of him: “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah 
whom God has chosen!” The soldiers also made fun of him: they 

came up to him and offered him cheap wine, and said, “Save 
yourself if you are the king of the Jews!” Above him were written 

these words: “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 

One of the criminals hanging there hurled insults at him: “Aren't you 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” The other one, however, 

rebuked him, saying, “Don't you fear God? You received the same 
sentence he did. Ours, however, is only right, because we are 
getting what we deserve for what we did; but he has done no 

wrong.” And he said to Jesus, “Remember me, Jesus, when you 
come as King!” Jesus said to him, “I promise you that today you will 

be in Paradise with me.” 
 

 
 

Hello everyone, 
 

Today’s incredibly special feast day marks the end of the Church’s 
liturgical year, before Advent commences on the following Sunday. 
Today, we reflect on the title of our Lord Jesus Christ as King of the 

Universe. 
 

In today’s Gospel, it is apparent that the title, ‘king’ is uttered with 
sarcasm, as Jewish leaders and Roman soldiers continue to mock 

our Lord. Surely a king wouldn’t allow himself to be arrested, tortured 
and then crucified? Where was the king’s army? Where was his 
immense power? In Jerusalem on this day, most people failed to 
recognise Jesus’ true sovereignty. This sad truth brought tears to 

Our Lord’s eyes just mere days before: 
 

“He came closer to the city, and when he saw it, he wept over it, 
saying… “They will completely destroy you and the people within 
your walls… because you did not recognize the time when God 

came to save you!”” (Luke 19:41-44) 
 

Unfortunately, many people today share the same plight: they don’t 
see Jesus for who He really is. 

 
What does it mean to be King of the Universe? One might assume 
that kingship is about wealth, however Jesus was born to a lowly 

carpenter from Nazareth. Jesus also warned against the 
accumulation of earthy riches, saying: 

 
“Do not store up riches for yourselves here on earth, where moths 
and rust destroy, and robbers break in and steal.” (Matthew 6:19) 

 
Perhaps kingship is about conquest? Many kings have gone to war 

to acquire more land. However, our Lord said to St Peter: 
 

“All who take the sword will die by the sword.” (Matthew 26:52) 
 

It’s possible that many refute Jesus as king, since He is unlike any 
other before Him and any other after Him. Jesus is no ordinary king. 
The time of a monarch’s reign is fleeting, whereas our Lord has no 

beginning nor no end. At the end of time, all earthly powers will 
cease, but our Lord’s Kingdom will continue for eternity: 

 
“Christ will overcome all spiritual rulers, authorities, and powers, and 
will hand over the Kingdom to God the Father.” (1 Corinthians 15:24) 

 
Many of the selfish, power-hungry sovereigns of Earth are fated to 

spend eternity in Hell, looking up at all of the people whom they 
chose to neglect (Luke 16:19-31). However, Jesus neglects no one, 

as He explains with the parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7). 
Jesus is willing to give us everything, including His own life upon the 

Cross. His kingdom is open to everyone, should they choose to 
follow Him: 

 
“What no one ever saw or heard, what no one ever thought could 

happen, is the very thing God prepared for those who love him.” (1 
Corinthians 2:9) 

 
Our Lord’s rule, as King of the Universe, is one based solely upon 

love. His selfless, sacrificial love for us and our perpetually unworthy 
love for Him. 

 
World Youth Sunday 

 
Sunday, 20th November is also known as World Youth Sunday. Pope 
Francis relaunched this day in November 2020, as an opportunity for 

the world to recognise and celebrate young people in local church 
communities, whether that be through school, at home, or of course 

in church.  This year’s theme, ‘Rise Up!’ is taken from Luke 1:39, 
 

“Mary arose and left with haste.” (Luke 1:39) 
 

It reflects a call to stand up together, to find fresh strength and to 
help others to rise up too. It is a reminder to all young people that 

they must commit to use their energy, gifts and talents in the service 
of God and of others. 

 
Several pupils from the school’s Chaplaincy Team heard this call 

and volunteered to participate in Sunday’s Mass at Erdington Abbey. 
They bravely agreed to read the liturgy and to process with the 

offering of bread and wine to the altar. This enabled them to 
represent the school, to meet with parishioners and to proclaim their 

faith. We are grateful to Fr Elias for allowing us to get involved. 
 

Get Involved Around School 
 

  

Upcoming Feast Days 
 

   
 

             St Cecilia                St Catherine of Alexandria 
-22nd November, 2022- -25th November, 2022 - 
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