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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

St Edmund Campion Day 

December 2020. 

A day like no other! This year mass was live-streamed into every classroom in the school.  Fr Joe 

celebrated mass from the School Chapel and all with the help of a pre-prepared mass sheet were 

able to join in the celebrations.  Our staff and students were able to engage in a very prayerful 

celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Fr Joe, prayed the prayer of Spiritual Communion. 

 

After mass Year 7 created some beautiful and 

creative Christmas cards for the Children’s Hospital.  

These have been posted.  I’d like to say a big thank 

you to the Year 7 Student Council who helped so 

well in getting the cards ready for postage. 

 

 

Years 8 and 10 created cards for Action by Christians Against Torture.  During this time, we 

remember our brothers and sisters whose freedom has been taken from them.  In completing these 

cards, we reflected on the 

words of Pope Francis in his 

new encyclical, “Fratelli 

Tutti.” 

 

 

 

 

St. Edmund Campion pray for us 
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Year 7 Christmas Cards 

For 

Birmingham Children’s Hospital. 

 

On Friday last as part of our St Edmund Campion Day celebrations, Year 7 created Christmas 

cards for the staff and children presently being cared for at the Children’s Hospital.  The 

Year 7 student council supported collecting these and getting them ready for postage. 

Many of the messages in the cards are ones of thanks, especially from some of our students 

who have been patients in the Children’s Hospital in the past. 

As a Catholic School Community, we wish to thank you for all your hard work, care and love 

shown to many every day. 

You are most especially in our thoughts and prayers at this time of Christmas. 

 

 

Mr Timothy Oxley, AHT. 

On behalf of our Year 7 students. 
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Each year the Christmas tree at St. Edmund Campion has a theme, a special significance for 

all the students, staff and the wider community. Given the difficulties we have all faced this 

year the word ‘Hope’ seemed the most appropriate. Mrs. Fleming explains the meaning of 

the various elements of the tree: 

 

 

Campion“Tree of Hope” 

This year I wanted our tree to have even more significance and so the theme this year is 

HOPE.  

Hope for a better year. Hope for a vaccine. Hope for lockdown to 

end. Hope for families to be together again. Hope for jobs. Hope for 

health. 

The tree has been decorated with 

1070 lights to represent every child in the school. 

7 stars for year 7- Large white stars as our year 7 are stars in the 

making, with a silver star to represent their form tutors. 

9 golden hearts for year 9- as every year 9 has a heart of gold. 

8 silver bags for year 8- each year 8 pupil is a gift.                                           

10 red shiny stars for year 10 -as they will be our shining stars of the 

future. 

11 silver trees for year 11- their branches will grow in different 

directions but their roots will always remain with Campion.  

6 silver snowflakes to represent our 5 Heads of Year and Head of 

Sixth form who work tirelessly to support all of our pupils. 

6 individual baubles representing 6th Form- one for Chloe, a Vespa, a bauble filled with stars for all 

pupils in the 6th form, a beautiful handmade number six and two teapots (they like tea!) They are 

wonderful. 

 8 individual baubles to represent each member of our Senior Leadership Team as we all have 

different expertise that benefit the whole of St Edmund Campion. 

Red beads to represent all of our school staff and parents. 

Every department has a bauble to represent their subject. Can you find them all? 

Our support colleagues from Tenon Cleaners, Aspens and our School Governors all have separate 

baubles. 

Angel wings for the pupils, staff, parents and family we have lost this year. 
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Little presents for the new babies that have been born this year and those about to be born in the 

new year, such a precious gift.  

Red berries to represent our Campion community outside of school. 

White berries to represent our NHS and all who have supported in the fight against Coronavirus. 

Sir Captain Tom Moore- hope and inspiration to all. 

Our rainbow of hope for the NHS. 

        All of these combined make up our fabulous Campion “Tree of Hope” 

 

 

 

All of the students and staff were then able 

to place their ‘hope’ for the future in the 

bowl that had been placed next to the ‘Tree 

of Hope’. 

 

These were then offered up to God during 

the Advent Liturgy of the Word that was 

shared with everyone during the last week of 

term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The crib is an important part of any 

preparation for Christmas as it is a visual 

reminder of the Nativity Story and the 

reason why we celebrate this great feast of 

the church. We have a crib set up 

permanently in the chapel, which you can 

see in the picture opposite. 
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We have a second crib that is 

normally set up in the reception 

area of the school, however given 

the restrictions of movement 

around the school this crib has 

been on a journey around the 

school so that as many of us can 

see it as possible. This display 

also included our Advent Wreath 

and Candles to mark the weeks of 

Advent and our preparation for 

the great feast of Christmas. Over 

the last few weeks we have been 

lighting the Advent Candles in a 

virtual presentation in all form 

classes. 

 
 

 

The three wise men have also begun their journey to 

visit the new born king as they follow the star to 

Bethlehem.  

 

 
The season of Advent and Christmas is a time when we think of others in different parts of the 
world. Each morning during form 
time our students have been 
listening to and praying for the 
work that is being done 
throughout the world by CAFOD 
through their ‘Advent Calendar’. 
Trying to help those in our own 
community is also an important 
facet of Christianity and Catholic 
life, and recognising that the staff 
at St. Edmund Campion have put 
together over 60 Christmas 
hampers that have been 
distributed to those families  in 
our own school community who 
we wanted to ensure had what 
they needed over this Christmas 
time.  
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VIP Christmas Lunch 
 

 
 
Our 6th form students normally put on a Christmas lunch 
in the school, known as the VIP lunch, for people from our 
local parishes. As with many other things this year this has 
not been possible, however undaunted they have 
donated items to create Christmas food hampers so that 
our VIP’s still receive some Christmas cheer! 
 

 

 
 
 
Christmas Mass Times 
 
Although churches are open for the celebration of mass, numbers are restricted due to current 
regulations on social distancing. Here are times of masses in our local churches where a booking 
system for mass attendance is not currently in place over the Christmas period, however it is 
recommended that you check with the parish as we 
get closer to Christmas Day if you plan to attend: 
 
Erdington Abbey 
Christmas Eve – 10am, 6pm & Midnight. 
Christmas Day -  8am, 9.15am, 10.30am & 12 noon. 
 
St. Margaret Mary’s, Perry Common 
Christmas Eve – 4pm & 11.30pm 
Christmas Day – 9.30am & 11.00am 
 
Christ the King, Kingstanding 
Christmas Eve – 3pm, 8pm 
Christmas Day -  10am                                         
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  
 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2020/12/Bulletin-3rd-Sunday-of-

Advent-13-Dec-2020.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/advent_3_a3.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-13th-december-the-third-sunday-

of-advent/ 

 

 

A Christmas Message from Archbishop Bernard Longley 
Our Archbishop, Most Rev. Bernard Longley, has sent a Christmas message to all of us, 

which can  be viewed in the link below: 

https://youtu.be/lYVkU9cYa38 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday streamed live from St. Chad’s 
Cathedral and here is the link to access these. All masses over the Christmas period will also 
be livestreamed. The times of masses on Christmas Eve at the Cathedral are 4pm & 6pm. 
The mass at 10pm on Christmas Eve will be livestreamed only. Masses on Christmas Day are 
at 9am & 11am. 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday mass available online after 12 

midday every Saturday. A Christmas schedule is not yet available but the link below will take 

you to the site where you will find the information when released. Mass is celebrated by Fr. 

Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the Redemptorist community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2020/12/Bulletin-3rd-Sunday-of-Advent-13-Dec-2020.pdf
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2020/12/Bulletin-3rd-Sunday-of-Advent-13-Dec-2020.pdf
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/advent_3_a3.pdf
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-13th-december-the-third-sunday-of-advent/
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-13th-december-the-third-sunday-of-advent/
https://youtu.be/lYVkU9cYa38
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online
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                               Gospel Reflection – 4th Sunday of Advent – Luke 1:26-38 

 
The four gospels take different approaches in how they introduce Jesus – 
the Son of God incarnate – to their audiences. 
 
The gospel of Luke, which is read this Sunday at mass, arguably gives us the 
fullest account of the birth of Jesus. It is a very human story that we are all 
familiar with. The birth of a child changes the lives of parents. Even before 
the birth of the child the announcement that a couple are expecting a child 
changes their lives. This is the human story that we hear today. The 
annunciation story that Luke shares with us changes the lives of Mary and 
Joseph at that moment. It then changed the lives of everyone since as God                    
became man in the person of Jesus. 

The question that we and everyone else is asked is can we accept this new reality? Are we 
able to follow the example set by Mary who accepted her part in the nativity story when she 
replied to the angel Gabriel? 
              
                 “ I am the handmaid of the Lord, let what you have said be done to me.” 
 

The Magnificat 
My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 
Henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
on those who fear him. 
He puts forth his arm in strength 
and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
and raises the lowly. 
He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his sons for ever. 

 


