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Matthew 5:38-48 
 

“…If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, 

let him slap your left cheek too.” 
 

You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, 

and a tooth for a tooth.’ But now I tell you: do not take 

revenge on someone who wrongs you. If anyone slaps 

you on the right cheek, let him slap your left cheek too. 

And if someone takes you to court to sue you for your 

shirt, let him have your coat as well. And if one of the 

occupation troops forces you to carry his pack one 

mile, carry it two miles. When someone asks you for 

something, give it to him; when someone wants to 

borrow something, lend it to him. 

 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your friends, 

hate your enemies.” But now I tell you: love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that 

you may become the children of your Father in 

heaven. For he makes his sun to shine on bad and 

good people alike, and gives rain to those who do 

good and to those who do evil. Why should God 

reward you if you love only the people who love you? 

Even the tax collectors do that! And if you speak only 

to your friends, have you done anything out of the 

ordinary? Even the pagans do that! You must be 

perfect—just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 

 

 
 

Hello everyone! 

 

With the ongoing war in Ukraine and continuing 

religious persecution around the globe, Sunday’s 

Gospel is as relevant as ever. 

 

A glance at the day’s headlines is enough to make 

even the most optimistic and jovial of people feel 

somewhat dispirited. Almost half of the news stories 

are about vicious acts of violence. Unfortunately, 

popular media only promotes further abuse, by 

obsessing over killers and, sometimes, even 

glamorising them. Examples of this include Netflix’s 

‘You’, currently the number one most-watched 

television show on the streaming service. 

 

Undoubtedly, all of the above is very un-Christian and 

is contrary to our Lord’s teaching in Sunday’s Gospel. 

Despite the ever-growing secular agenda of current 

world politics and the increasing number of attacks on 

the Catholic Church, God’s people must not react with 

violence. If we choose to honour and serve God, we 

must choose peace over conflict, as God is love and 

love is peace:  

 

“…Agree with one another; live in peace. And the God 

of love and peace will be with you.”  

(2 Corinthians 13:11)   

 

When one causes you immense suffering, it can be 

incredibly difficult to withhold your hand. Upon seeing 

his beloved friend and master seized by the Romans, 

St Peter immediately unsheathed his sword and 

chopped off a soldier’s ear. We must heed our Lord’s 

advice: 

 

“Put your sword back in its place!” 

(John 18:11) 

 

…and practise self-control, since violence inevitably 

begets more violence and will only cause greater 

fractures. If we want the world to heal, we must react 

with peace: 

 

“…Goodness is the harvest that is produced from the 

seeds the peacemakers plant in peace.” 

(James 3:18) 

 

‘Matilda the Musical’ 

 

 
 

This week, the school was abuzz with excitement and 

nerves as students prepared to wow audiences with 

‘Matilda the Musical’, a production that they have been 

rehearsing since the beginning of the academic year. 

 

The week began with a final dress rehearsal on 

Monday. At last, sets were complete, costumes fitted 

and spotlights ablaze!  

 

On Tuesday, as an incredibly fitting present for 

Valentine’s Day, groups of pupils from three of our 

local primary schools, Ss Mary and John, Ss Peter and 

Paul and Abbey Primary, were invited to the school for 

a very special matinee performance. The children’s 

laughter, gasps and rounds of rapturous applause 

were testament to the superior level of talent on stage! 

 



On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, the show was 

performed to paying audiences, consisting of parents, 

friends and teachers. Once again, the pupils displayed 

extraordinary talent and confidence! All who came to 

see the show were astounded by the students’ 

professionalism and their wonderful acting, singing and 

dancing! 

 

We thank God for their amazing abilities and for all of 

the entertainment that they have given us this week! 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

 
 

On Tuesday, the entire world celebrated the feast of St 

Valentine! 

 

In school, Valentine’s Day was an opportunity to 

celebrate love: our love for Christ and our love for each 

other. At the front of the chapel, a large poster invited 

responses from both students and staff: “What does 

love look like at St Edmund Campion?”  The poster 

received a variety of wonderful and inspiring answers, 

including: 

 

“Jesus’ Spirit.” 

 “In friendship.” 

“Love everyone, even if they aren’t always loving 

towards you.” 

“In toast for staff on Wednesdays.” 

 

Further inside the chapel, a craft station was adorned 

with lots of pink, red and white. Glue, scissors, paper 

and collage materials were made available for any 

students hoping to create their own Valentine’s cards. 

Amongst the many colourful craft materials, slips of 

paper containing the following extract of scripture 

stood out: 

 

“Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or conceited 

or proud…” 

(1 Corinthians 13:4-8) 

 

Love to Attend! 
 

A mesmerising display appeared outside of the 

Attendance Office this week, with a captivating image 

of St Valentine and a charming prayer to accompany 

him. This was to promote ‘Love to Attend’ week in 

school: in honour of St Valentine, we wanted to show 

love for our students by encouraging them to be safe 

and to be in school. Amazing prizes were awarded to 

those who maintained 100% attendance throughout 

the week! 

 

 
 

The Big Lent Walk 

 
On Wednesday, a large banner was erected on the 

school gate promoting our involvement in Cafod’s ‘The 

Big Lent Walk’. During Lent, we hope to be sponsored 

for walking a total of 200km in forty days and all money 

raised will be used to support Cafod in their ongoing 

fight against global poverty. It is not too late to sign up! 

Look out for further information around school! 

 

 
 

Get Involved Around School 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Feast Days 
 

   
           Ash Wednesday               St Polycarp 

        -22nd February, 2023-       -23rd February, 2023- 
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