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Luke 2:1-14 
 

“…I am here with good news for you, which 
will bring great joy to all the people. This very 
day in David's town your Saviour was born—

Christ the Lord!” 
 

At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken 
throughout the Roman Empire. When this first census took 
place, Quirinius was the governor of Syria. Everyone, then, 

went to register himself, each to his own hometown. 
 

Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town 
of Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace of King David. Joseph 
went there because he was a descendant of David. He went 
to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. 
She was pregnant, and while they were in Bethlehem, the 
time came for her to have her baby. She gave birth to her 

first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a manger—
there was no room for them to stay in the inn. 

 
There were some shepherds in that part of the country who 

were spending the night in the fields, taking care of their 
flocks. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, but 

the angel said to them, “Don't be afraid! I am here with good 
news for you, which will bring great joy to all the people. This 
very day in David's town your Saviour was born—Christ the 
Lord! And this is what will prove it to you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 

Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the 
angel, singing praises to God: 

 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!” 
 

 
 

Merry Christmas everyone! 
 

To paraphrase Andy Williams, Christmas truly is the most 
wonderful time of the year! For Christians worldwide, of 
every denomination, it can be easy to forget that Easter 
actually holds the most significance. When Christmas 

arrives, with all of its lights, jubilant music, carol singing, 
candle-lit services, German markets, greeting cards and gift-

giving, it is almost impossible to resist becoming totally 
absorbed. 

 
All of a sudden, church car parks are filled and there is 

barely any space on the end of the pew! Where did all of 
these unfamiliar faces come from? They’re unsure whether 

to stand, sit or kneel, but they know every single word of the 
carol, ‘Away in a Manger’. 

 
What do we think about those who don’t attend church at all? 
There are many who celebrate Christmas, but have little or 

no faith in Christ, the reason behind the season. 
 

For many, it can be disheartening. They feel that Christmas 
shouldn’t be superficial or materialistic; it shouldn’t be about 

Christmas number ones, staff parties, ice skating or 
expensive presents. Christmas should be a time to rejoice in 

the coming of Jesus, our Saviour! 
 

However, if one was to look a little closer, there’s less reason 
to feel disdain. No matter their age, gender, nationality or 

creed, people are often kinder at Christmas. Families of all 
backgrounds use Christmas as an opportunity to gather 
together. Children make time for their parents and long-

forgotten friends become reacquainted. Mobile phones and 
game controllers are left behind as families dust off old 

boardgames and enjoy movie nights together. As Christmas 
pop songs play on repeat, friends forget their troubles and fill 

the air with joyful singing. They have little care if it’s out of 
tune; they’re simply happy to be surrounded by those who 

love them. 
 

As we recite the Nicene Creed at Mass every Sunday, we 
profess our belief that Christ was born, died, rose again and 
that He ascended into Heaven. However, we also believe 

that Christ is still with us. Before departing from His disciples, 
He said: 

 
“I will be with you always, to the end of the age.” 

(Matthew 28:20) 
 
People may reject Christ through their words, thoughts and 
beliefs, but their actions reveal a different truth. Christmas 

doesn’t just bring forth the best in people; Christmas reminds 
us of Christ’s omnipresence. No matter whether at Mass, the 

supermarket or at a Christmas function, we begin to see 
Christ in all people. St Paul wrote that all people are part of 

one body through Christ and our Lord, himself, told us: 
 

“Whenever you did this for one of the least important of these 
followers of mine, you did it for me!” 

(Matthew 25:40) 
 

We shouldn’t feel discouraged by the secular world’s 
approach to Christmas. Instead, we should rejoice that, 

despite all resistance, our Lord continues to make Himself 
known to even the most estranged of His children. God came 

down to Earth by making Himself small, and today, He can 
still be found in the smallest of actions. 

 
Chaplaincy Team Advent Liturgy 

 

 
 

Throughout the week, the Chaplaincy Team have met with 
all year groups and led a special Advent liturgy for them. 
After attending a Chaplaincy Team training event at Soli 



House in Staffordshire, they planned the liturgy with a four-
part structure: gather, listen, respond and go forth. When 
completing this plan, they chose to focus on the theme for 

the second week of Advent: love. 
 

As four hundred pupils sat before them during each service, 
the Chaplaincy Team were understandably incredibly 

nervous. Despite this, they continued to lead with great 
conviction and clarity. They spoke of John the Baptist 
preaching in the wilderness and they highlighted the 

significance of his unusual appearance. There are many 
ways to show love and the Chaplaincy Team were keen to 

encourage John the Baptist’s humility. They urged all pupils 
to live simply and to make sacrifices, out of love for God and 
for others. Tayler, Daniel and James demonstrated several 
simple ways of doing this, such as making time for friends, 
helping out at home and holding doors open for strangers. 

 
After lighting the Advent wreath, the Chaplaincy Team 

allowed time for quite reflection. Using St Paul’s profound 
writing as a model, they asked the following questions to all 

pupils: 
 

Are you patient? 
Are you kind? 

Are you envious? 
 

The service ended with the beautiful carol, “Love Shone 
Down” by Boyce and Stanley. Hopefully, all pupils left the 

Chaplaincy Team’s Advent Service feeling inspired to grow 
in love this Christmas. 

 
A Joyful Visit to St Anthony’s 

 

 
 

On Tuesday, the Chaplaincy Team arrived at school in 
bright, bold colours and wearing unusually sparkly headgear. 

Their mission: to spread Christmas cheer! Together, they 
journeyed to St Anthony’s Residential Home in Wylde Green, 

carrying jingle bells and a huge, green sack full of cards.  
 

Upon arrival at the Residential Home, they were greeted by 
the many curious and excited faces of the residents. All 

residents were slowly making their way into a small, cosy 
room for an incredibly exclusive concert. A gorgeous tree 

twinkled in the corner and colourful lights illuminated an open 
performance space. After a quick rebranding, the Chaplaincy 

Team were introduced as the St Edmund Elves. The St 
Edmund Elves quickly burst into song and smiles began to 
appear on each of the residents’ faces. Through carolling 

and reading the Gospels, the Chaplaincy Team were 
delighted to bring Christmas to St Anthony’s.  

 
At the end of their short carol concert, the Chaplaincy Team 
dispersed amongst the residents and gifted each one with a 
special, handmade card. Their hope was to bring the joy of 
Christ to those who may be feeling slightly more alone or 

isolated at this festive time of year. 
 

 
“Sing Choirs of Angels, Sing in Exultation!” 

 

 
 

On Tuesday night, the feast of St Lucy, Erdington Abbey was 
alight with bright, beaming faces. Proud parents and 
teachers watched in awe as our school’s musicians 

recreated several festive favourites. 
 

After a short introduction from Fr Royston, the night began 
with a breath-taking rendition of the Advent carol, ‘O Come, 

O Come Emmanuel’. Parents and teachers were encouraged 
to join in with the singing and, before long, the entire church 

was alive with the sound of music. The school choir 
continued to sing angelically and the school band performed 

marvellously. Several tremendously brave students 
performed solo pieces of music and were greeted with 

thunderous applause. A particularly moving rendition of ‘O 
Holy Night’ made hairs stand on end. 

 
Above all of the action, our Lord watched from His Cross. 
Through their phenomenal outpouring of talent, students 

made Christ known to all. He could certainly be identified in 
the lyrics of each Christmas Carol, but was also found in the 

undeniable beauty of each student’s contribution to this 
wonderful service. 

 
The school’s annual carol service ended with a special 

blessing from Father and warm Christmas wishes from Mr 
Grant, our headteacher. 

 
The Best Gift of All! 

 
All at St Edmund Campion are very grateful to Fr Elias, Fr 

Isaac and Fr Royston, who attended our school on Monday 
to offer the best Christmas gift of all: our Lord’s mercy. 

Throughout all of lunchtime, they made themselves available 
to hear confessions in the Chapel. Several students and 

members of staff were delighted to receive this Sacrament, 
since Advent is the perfect time to be reconciled with God, 

our Father. Plans are already in place for a future visit, when 
even more students and staff will have the opportunity to 

receive Christ’s absolution. 
 

"The Lord's unfailing love and mercy still continue, fresh as 
the morning, as sure as the sunrise,"  

(Lamentations 3:22-23) 
 

 
 



Christmas Service 
 

  
 

Although the temperature was sub-zero, all students and 
staff were warmed by the appearance of our Lord’s Nativity 
Scene in the school playground on Friday morning. It had 
appeared in time for the school’s special Christmas liturgy. 

Before leaving school for the Christmas holidays, we wanted 
to light the final candle on our Advent Wreath and deliver the 

baby Jesus to our school crib.  
 

Through hearing the story of Lord’s birth and watching it 
come together on the school playground, all students and 

staff were reminded of Christ’s triumph over darkness. 
Victory wasn’t won with immense power and a huge army; 
but, instead, in the smallest and humblest of ways. God’s 
salvation for all of mankind arrived in a tiny, dark stable, 

surrounded by animals.  
 

As a school community, we prayed that, similarly, the small 
light atop of our Advent wreath, symbolic of Christ, would 

stay with us and continue to grow and spread through all that 
we do, as we journey every closer to Christmas. 

 
Our Christmas service ended with triumphant singing as all 
joined in with, ‘O Come Let Us Adore Him’. At the end of a 

long term, all students and staff are ready to celebrate 
Christmas and are especially ready to receive Christ. 

 
Christmas Mass Times 

 
Erdington Abbey (Parish of St Thomas and St Edmund of 

Canterbury) 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

6.00pm: Vigil Mass for Children 
11.30pm: Readings and Carols 

12.00: Midnight Mass 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

Masses:  
8.00am, 9.15am, 10.30am & 12.00noon 

 
St Nicholas (Boldmere) 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

 
3:00pm and 6:00pm: Family Masses 

(children are invited to come in Nativity 
costumes) 

9:00pm: Mass in the Night 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

Masses: 
9:00am & 11:00am 

 
 

Get Involved Around School 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 Upcoming Feast Days 

  

   
                St Stephen                     St John the Apostle 
       -26th December, 2022-            -27th December, 2022- 
 

       
       Feast of the Holy Family            Mary, Mother of God 
        -30th December, 2022-             -1st January, 2023- 
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