
St Edmund Campion Catholic School 

Catholic Life Newsletter 

 

John 1:29-34 
 

“There is the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world!” 
 

The next day John saw Jesus coming to him, and said, 

“There is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world! This is the one I was talking about when I 

said, ‘A man is coming after me, but he is greater than 

I am, because he existed before I was born.’ I did not 

know who he would be, but I came baptizing with 

water in order to make him known to the people of 

Israel.” 

 

And John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come 

down like a dove from heaven and stay on him. I still 

did not know that he was the one, but God, who sent 

me to baptize with water, had said to me, ‘You will see 

the Spirit come down and stay on a man; he is the one 

who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen it,” said 

John, “and I tell you that he is the Son of God.” 
 

 
 

Hello everyone! 

 

During Sunday’s Gospel, we hear John the Baptist 

recount the events of our Lord’s Baptism. John the 

Baptist was the last of the prophets and, in the words 

of Jesus, a truly great man: 

 

“I assure you that John the Baptist is greater than 

anyone who has ever lived.” 

(Matthew 11:11) 

 

However, John could only baptise people with water. 

In preparation for the imminent arrival of our Lord, 

John invited people to repent for their sins and to be 

cleansed in the waters of the River Jordan. John knew 

that the coming Messiah would have a far superior 

power; God had told him that the coming King would 

baptise people with the Holy Spirit. For this reason, he 

was completely bewildered when Jesus too stepped 

into the River Jordan: 

 

“I ought to be baptized by you,” John said, “and yet 

you have come to me!” 

(Matthew 3:14) 

 

Why did Jesus request to be baptised by John? By 

doing so, He was inviting all followers to do the same. 

By stepping into the water, He sanctified it with the 

Holy Spirit. From then on, people could be baptised 

with holy water.  

 

Jesus’ Baptism gave us the first of the seven 

Sacraments. In the same way that our Lord’s Baptism 

demarcated the beginning of His ministry, our own 

Baptism signals the beginning of our life in the Church. 

Through immersion in holy water and the intercession 

of the divine Trinity, we are cleansed of all original sin 

and claimed as one of God’s people. Just as the Spirit 

descended upon our Lord in the River Jordan, it comes 

to us as we follow His example: 

 

“…Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that 

your sins will be forgiven; and you will receive God's 

gift, the Holy Spirit.” 

(Acts 2:38) 

 

Jesus submitted himself to John, so that all may know 

the way to eternal glory. Elsewhere in the Gospel, 

Jesus explains the necessity of Baptism by water and 

Spirit: 

 

“I am telling you the truth,” replied Jesus, “that no one 

can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of 

water and the Spirit.” 

(John 3:5) 
 

New Chaplaincy Team Members! 
 

 
 

I am delighted to report that several new students have 

joined the school’s growing Chaplaincy Team: 

 

Holly (Y7) 

Lamoy (Y7) 

Denislava (Y9) 

Louise (Y11) 

 

As ever, the Chaplaincy Team continue to be integral 

to the Catholic life and mission of St Edmund 

Campion! Last half term, they were tremendously busy 

with Advent liturgies, carol services, creating 

Christmas cards for the elderly and supporting in the 

celebration of Holy Mass. Undoubtedly, their 

phenomenal work will continue as we gradually begin 

to look towards Lent. 
 

Born For This! 



 
 

Although Christmas is barely over, attention has turned 

towards Lent.  

 

During Lent, we will ensure that all pupils in school 

experience the Stations of the Cross. The Stations of 

the Cross are a series of fourteen images depicting the 

Passion of our Lord Jesus, from condemnation to His 

death upon the Cross and eventual placement inside 

the tomb. Pupils may experience this on the school 

playground, as we intend to erect fourteen wooden 

plaques around the AstroTurf, or they may take part in 

a special liturgy inside the Chapel, led by Mr Sorroll. 

  

Ordinarily, the Stations are already a very powerful 

way of growing closer to Jesus, as believers follow in 

His footsteps all of the way to Golgotha. However, this 

Lenten season, we aspire to bring our Lord’s Passion 

to life in an even more profound way, if possible. Next 

week, we will hold auditions for ‘Born For This’, a 

moving, musical depiction of the Way of the Cross, 

created by CJM Music. To stage this amazing show, 

we will need a great multitude of readers, actors and 

singers. Auditions will take place next Monday 

lunchtime and Wednesday, after school, and will be 

open to all staff and students of the school. 

 

Get Involved Around School 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Feast Days 
  

   

        St Anthony of Egypt              St Sebastian 

-17th January, 2023- -20th January, 2023- 

 

 
St Agnes 

-21st January, 2023- 
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