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John 4:7-15, 19-26 
 

“…Those who drink the water that I will 

give them will never be thirsty again.” 
 

A Samaritan woman came to draw some water, and 

Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink of water.” (His 

disciples had gone into town to buy food.) 

 

The woman answered, “You are a Jew, and I am a 

Samaritan—so how can you ask me for a drink?” 

(Jews will not use the same cups and bowls that 

Samaritans use.) 

 

Jesus answered, “If you only knew what God gives 

and who it is that is asking you for a drink, you would 

ask him, and he would give you life-giving water.” 

 

“Sir,” the woman said, “you don't have a bucket, and 

the well is deep. Where would you get that life-giving 

water? It was our ancestor Jacob who gave us this 

well; he and his children and his flocks all drank from 

it. You don't claim to be greater than Jacob, do you?” 

 

Jesus answered, “Those who drink this water will get 

thirsty again, but those who drink the water that I will 

give them will never be thirsty again. The water that I 

will give them will become in them a spring which will 

provide them with life-giving water and give them 

eternal life.” 

 

“Sir,” the woman said, “give me that water! Then I will 

never be thirsty again, nor will I have to come here to 

draw water.” 

 

“I see you are a prophet, sir,” the woman said. “My 

Samaritan ancestors worshiped God on this mountain, 

but you Jews say that Jerusalem is the place where 

we should worship God.” 

 

Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, the time will 

come when people will not worship the Father either 

on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans do 

not really know whom you worship; but we Jews know 

whom we worship, because it is from the Jews that 

salvation comes. But the time is coming and is already 

here, when by the power of God's Spirit people will 

worship the Father as he really is, offering him the true 

worship that he wants. God is Spirit, and only by the 

power of his Spirit can people worship him as he really 

is.” 

 

The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah will 

come, and when he comes, he will tell us everything.” 

 

Jesus answered, “I am he, I who am talking with you.” 

 

 
 

Hello everyone! 

 

Sunday’s Gospel is striking for multiple reasons. 

Firstly, Jesus, a Jew, converses with a Samaritan 

woman, in spite of the intense rivalry that existed 

between their people. Additionally, the woman with 

whom he speaks is a renowned sinner, currently living 

with a man out of wedlock. Furthermore, Jesus 

chooses to first reveal that He is the Messiah to this 

woman, even though women were considered to be of 

lower status at this time. 

 

Undoubtedly, this Gospel proves that Jesus came to 

make many radical changes; not only to how God’s 

people worshipped Him, but also to how they treated 

each other. 

 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus repeatedly visits and 

tends to the lowly, neglected and rejected members of 

society, including lepers, tax collectors and many 

women. Sadly, so many women were treated cruelly 

and unjustly during this time: for example, the 

Samaritan woman at the well, the bleeding woman and 

the woman caught in adultery. Whenever our Lord 

encounters these women, He intercedes for them; 

showing them love which has been refused by 

everyone else. His message for His followers is this: 

“Love your neighbour as you love yourself,” (Matthew 

22:39). In other words, all women should be treated 

with the same care, respect and justice as men. 

 

This message is incredibly relevant this week, as the 

world celebrated International Women’s Day. Sadly, 

2000 years later, women are still fighting for equality. 

We need to ensure that our Lord’s Gospel is shared 

with all who try to condescend and inhibit women. 

 

The Big Lent Walk 
 

 
 

This week, we continued our Lenten challenge, to walk 

a total of 200km in 40 days. This proved more difficult 

this week, due to the adverse weather, but nothing is 

likely to deter us from reaching our goal! We are 



determined to provide as much support as possible to 

CAFOD, who continue to lead the fight against global 

poverty! Please show your support by visiting our 

fundraising page: https://cafod.enthuse.com/pf/st-ed-

camp-bham. 

 

Stations of the Cross 
 

As we continue our Lenten pilgrimage together, 

additional students in Y7 and Y8 were invited to pray 

the Stations of the Cross. This week, as we celebrated 

International Women’s Day, extra time was spent 

reflecting on the eighth station: Jesus Meets the 

Women of Jerusalem. In the Gospel, we hear Jesus 

say, “Women of Jerusalem! Don't cry for me, but for 

yourselves and your children,” (Luke 23:28). Today, 

countless women weep as they continue to be 

disrespected and treated unfairly. We prayed for an 

end to social injustice and for a brighter future for all 

women, where every woman is enabled to reach her 

full potential. 

 

 
 

Chaplaincy Team Lenten Liturgy 
 

Throughout the week, every year group was invited 

into the hall for a special Lenten liturgy, prepared by 

the Chaplaincy Team. Standing in front of hundreds of 

their peers, the Chaplaincy Team did terrifically well, 

speaking with both, confidence and clarity. They 

shared the Gospel in which our Lord teaches us how 

to fast, pray and give alms, before offering a well-

planned and thought-provoking reflection. They urged 

their peers to partake of fasting, prayer and 

almsgiving, but only for the right reasons: not to serve 

oneself or one’s ego. They encouraged everyone to 

follow our Lord’s example of humility and servitude, in 

order to make the world a better place. 

 

 
 

International Women’s Day 
 

On Wednesday, to commemorate International 

Women’s Day, a huge poster was displayed in front of 

the Chapel. This poster featured Mary, our Mother, 

along with many other holy women from the Bible and 

beyond. Beneath these incredible women, the 

following quote was written: 

 

“Give her credit for all she does. She deserves the 

respect of everyone.” 

(Proverbs 31:25-26, 31) 

 

Pupils were encouraged to add to the poster with the 

names of women who inspire them, either those dear 

to them or those admired from afar. A great number of 

pupils came forward and expressed enormous respect 

for their mothers. Others were keen to acknowledge 

their aunts and grandmothers. All pupils concurred that 

every woman is worthy of love and that all women 

deserve fair treatment. 

 

In addition to this activity, bookmarks were created and 

handed out to the women of St Edmund Campion, 

students and staff alike. These bookmarks contained 

the above affirmation, from the Book of Proverbs, as 

well as a prayer. We want all of the women in our 

school to feel loved, respected and empowered to 

achieve greatness. 

 

 
 

Born For This 
 

Rehearsals are now well underway for our Lenten 

production of ‘Born For This’. Everyone is welcome 

and encouraged to attend this fantastically moving 

depiction of the Way of the Cross, taking place at 

Erdington Abbey on Monday, 3rd April at 18:00. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Feast Days 
 

 

St Patrick 

-17th March, 2023- 
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