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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

The first word said at Mass this Sunday is ‘Rejoice’ from the Latin word ‘Gaudete’ and is  
therefore known as ‘Gaudete Sunday’. 
 
Advent is a journey of preparation and the 3rd Sunday of Advent marks a change from us 
reflecting on the fact that the Lord is coming, which is our focus in the first part of Advent, to 
now reflecting that the Lord is near. All through Advent the colour of vestments worn by the 
priest is purple – except on Gaudete Sunday – when rose coloured vestments are worn. The 
third candle on the Advent Wreath to be lit is also either rose or pink to mark the beginning of a 
week of joy that the birth of Jesus is near. 
 
The traditions around Gaudete Sunday date back to the fourth or fifth centuries. The liturgical 
colours of purple are used during Advent as it was originally a penitential season similar to Lent. 
Although this penitential aspect to Advent has lessened over the centuries, the use of purple is 
a reminder of the importance of preparing for the joy of Christmas. It is the mid-point of the 
season where we move from our focus of thinking towards the second coming of Jesus at the 
end of time to the celebration of his birth at Christmas. 
 
 
A simple prayer for us to use in 
the time of preparation we 
have left can be found in the 
very last words of the New 
Testament – ‘Come Lord Jesus’. 
(Revelation 22:20) 
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On December 8th the Church celebrates the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. Mary is a 
central figure in the history of salvation within the Catholic Church. There are many prayers, 
devotions and titles given to Mary with perhaps the best known the ‘Hail Mary’, and in that 
prayer we refer to her as ‘ Full of Grace’. This is the 
essence of the feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
 
The Church teaches that Mary was already redeemed by 
this grace, and so was born without the stain of original 
sin. This was made a doctrine of faith by Pope Pius IX in 
1854: 
 
“ We declare, pronounce and define that the doctrine 
which holds that the Blessed Virgin  Mary, at the first 
instant of her conception, by a singular privilege and grace of the Omnipotent God, in virtue of 
the merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of mankind, was preserved immaculate from all stain of 
original sin, has been revealed by God, and therefore should firmly and constantly be believed 
by all the faithful. “ (Pope Pius IX, Ineffabilis Deus, 1854) 

 

Advent 2020 
 

As we continue our journey through Advent the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales are 

encouraging us to reflect on our vocation – our calling to live a life of holiness in our every day 

lives. To help with this the National Office for Vocation have produced a series of Advent 

reflections to make us think about the types of life that God can call individuals to.   

 

The reflection for Week 2 of Advent is on the call to lead the life of a Consecrated Virgin and the 

link to this is below: 

 

https://youtu.be/DW3tmGMAWpQ 

 

 

https://youtu.be/DW3tmGMAWpQ
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What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  
 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 

 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2020/12/Bulletin-2nd-Sunday-of-

Advent-6-Dec-2020.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/advent_2.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s Church in Perry Common: 

 

https://www.stmgtmry.bham.sch.uk/newsletters/parish201206.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-6th-december-the-second-sunday-

of-advent/ 

 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday streamed live from St. Chad’s 
Cathedral and here is the link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday mass available online after 12 midday 

every Saturday. Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the Redemptorist 

community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 
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                               Gospel Reflection – 3rd Sunday of Advent – John 1:6-8; 19-28 

 
Prophesy is a major theme of the readings throughout our Advent journey – 
the foretelling of one who is to come, from the prophet Isaiah to the message 
from John the Baptist, that someone is about to follow him who is greater 
than him and who will change the world forever. 
 
In the gospel of St. John that we read this Sunday John the Baptist is clear that 
he is the fulfilment of the prophesy of Isaiah; “a voice that cries in the 
wilderness: make a straight way for the Lord.” 
 
At that time John the Baptist was challenging the Pharisees to recognise him 

                               as the witness to the light who was to come, and that he was sent by God. 
 
                        Do we in our turn recognise him as the pre-cursor to the arrival of the Son of God? 
                        Do we in our turn recognise Jesus as the ‘Light of the World?’ 
 

Let us Pray 

 
God of all Creation 
Fill our hearts this Advent season. 
May we know the greatest joy in the   
love you hold for us and that we, in turn, 
hold for one another. 
 
Jesus, Lord and Saviour 
You taught us to pray for all things in your name. 
May all of those who suffer from pain, loneliness, 
fear and despair find joy in the promise of your light 
and life. 
 
Spirit of Hope  
We take refuge in your wisdom and grace. 
May we become beacons of joy to all those around us, 
and in a world that aches for peace. Amen. 

 


