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Matthew 24:37-44 
 

“…John the Baptist is greater than anyone 
who has ever lived. But the one who is least in 
the Kingdom of heaven is greater than John.” 

 
When John the Baptist heard in prison about the things that 
Christ was doing, he sent some of his disciples to him. “Tell 

us,” they asked Jesus, “are you the one John said was going 
to come, or should we expect someone else?” 

 
Jesus answered, “Go back and tell John what you are 

hearing and seeing: the blind can see, the lame can walk, 
those who suffer from dreaded skin diseases are made 

clean, the deaf hear, the dead are brought back to life, and 
the Good News is preached to the poor. How happy are 

those who have no doubts about me!” 
 

While John's disciples were leaving, Jesus spoke about him 
to the crowds: “When you went out to John in the desert, 

what did you expect to see? A blade of grass bending in the 
wind? What did you go out to see? A man dressed up in 

fancy clothes? People who dress like that live in palaces! Tell 
me, what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes indeed, but 
you saw much more than a prophet. For John is the one of 

whom the scripture says: ‘God said, I will send my 
messenger ahead of you to open the way for you.’ I assure 
you that John the Baptist is greater than anyone who has 

ever lived. But the one who is least in the Kingdom of heaven 
is greater than John.” 

 

 
 

Hello everyone, 
 

Sunday’s Gospel is full of good news: the blind will see, the 
lame will walk and the deaf will hear. Jesus affirms that He is 
the salvation John spoke of in the wilderness. Through His 

many miracles, Jesus revealed that He had come to save us. 
The Gospel ends by alluding to the greatest miracle of all: 

Jesus procuring God’s heavenly Kingdom for all of mankind. 
 

Who is greatest and who is least? This argument has 
dominated all of human history and been the catalyst for 

many wars. Humans seem unable to refrain from comparing 
themselves to others. Today, young people suffer with low 

self-esteem because of pressures on social media to 
compete for ‘likes’. It seems that even our Lord’s disciples 

were prone to this common human frailty: 
 

“An argument broke out among the disciples as to which one 
of them should be thought of as the greatest.” 

(Luke 22:24) 
 

We shouldn’t worry about what others think of us, as only 
God’s judgement bears any significance. St Paul teaches us 

this in his second letter to the Corinthians: 
 

“When they measure themselves by one another and 
compare themselves with one another, they are without 

understanding.” 
(2 Corinthians 10:12) 

 
We don’t see as our Lord sees. Whereas we are vulnerable 
to superficiality, God looks much deeper. This is why David, 

a lowly shepherd, was anointed as King, instead of one of his 
many handsome brothers. This is why Mary, a seemingly 
ordinary young girl from Nazareth, was chosen to become 

the Mother of God instead of a woman of almighty wealth or 
power. We can trust God’s judgement since, as our Lord 

explains, 
 

“God's wisdom, however, is shown to be true by its results.” 
(Matthew 11:19) 

 
Many of our Lord’s contemporaries thought very little of Him, 
but He didn’t adapt or relent in His ministry; He persisted with 

his journey to the Cross and defeated the sting of death.  
 

In His response to the disciples’ argument, our Lord 
encourages humility. God humbled himself by becoming 
man, being born in a stable, living amongst outcasts and 

sinners, serving the poor, and, ultimately, by dying upon the 
Cross for us. Jesus teaches us to follow this example, by 

making ourselves small: 
 

“For the one who is least among you all is the greatest.” 
(Luke 9:48) 

 
Why then does Jesus talk of greatness in Sunday’s Gospel 
and why does He make comparisons with John the Baptist?  

 
Undoubtedly, Jesus loves all of us equally. This is especially 
apparent in His parable of the Lost Sheep and when he says 

to each of us, 
 

“…Even the hairs of your head have all been counted. So do 
not be afraid; you are worth much more than many 

sparrows!” 
(Matthew 10:30-31) 

 
Despite our equal footing on Earth, however, we each 

receive an invitation to something far greater. If we hope to 
be truly great, then we must relinquish all greatness on 

Earth. True greatness is reserved only for those who follow 
Christ into God’s eternal kingdom: 

 
“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.” 

(James 4:10) 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

On Monday, the entire school gathered on the playground 
once more to light the second candle on our Advent wreath. 

 
At the start of our collective worship, Mr Grant read from the 

prophet Isaiah: 
 

“Wolves and sheep will live together in peace, and leopards 
will lie down with young goats.” 

(Isaiah 11:6) 
 



This imagery stayed with us as the second candle on the 
Advent wreath was lit. The second candle is said to be 

symbolic of love. Pupils were prompted to think: how can 
love be spread throughout this Advent season? Only through 
Christ’s love is peace between wolves and sheep ever fully 

achievable; a humble, selfless and unconditional love. 
 

Despite the plummeting temperatures, the light of Christ filled 
our hearts. We were encouraged by this light to keep love in 

our prayers: prayers that we may love more freely and 
prayers that we may continue to know the endless depth of 

God’s love for us. 
 

 
 

Spreading the Joy of Christmas 
 

Throughout the week, the doors of the Chapel were thrown 
wide open and the sound of joyful Christmas music exploded 

onto the school corridor. Sprinkled across two tables were 
multiple scissors, glue sticks, felt tips and paper of almost 
every imaginable colour. The invitation? To create vibrant, 

captivating and jubilant Christmas cards for the residents of 
St Anthony’s Residential Home in Erdington. 

 
Pupils from multiple year groups gladly accepted the 

invitation and joined the glittery, sparkling chaos! Christmas 
cards of every size, material and design began to fill the 
Chapel as pupils partied to Christmas classics over the 

speakers. 
 

The Chaplaincy Team are excited to deliver the completed 
designs next week, when they visit St Anthony’s for a carol 
concert on the 13th December. Their hope, which has now 
been shared with the entire school, is to spread Christmas 

joy to those who may need it most. 
 

 
 

O’ Come Let Us Adore Him 
 

Christmas has arrived at St Edmund Campion! Gradually, 
every corner of the school has been filled with tinsel, holly, 
Christmas trees and fairy lights! It is almost impossible to 
walk through the school without a huge smile spreading 

across one’s face. Afterall, it’s the most wonderful time of the 
year! 

 
However, there is something far more important than the 

trees, gifts and mistletoe… 
 

As you enter the reception area in school, the most 
welcoming sight should greet your eyes. This same splendid 
vision is then recreated in the window of the school’s chapel. 

The best thing about Christmas and the very reason for all of 
our festivities is, of course, the glorious birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, depicted in two magnificent crib scenes. 

 
As Christmas Day draws ever nearer, pupils are invited to 
spend some time in front of the cribs, giving thanks for the 
greatest gift of all. Jesus was given to Earth so that all may 

know Him and, through time, come to be with Him.  A prayer 
is displayed beside each crib, to guide pupils in their 

supplications and words of thanksgiving. 
 

We pray that we may never forget the true meaning of 
Christmas and that, through remembering the humility of our 
Lord’s birth, we may grow in our love for Him and for others. 

 

 
 

Get Involved Around School 
 

  
 

 Upcoming Feast Days 
  

   
      Our Lady of Guadalupe              St Lucy 
       -12th December, 2022-            -13th December, 2022 – 
 

 
St John of the Cross 
14th December, 2022 
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