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Luke 17:11 - 19 
 

“Get up and go; your faith has made you well.” 
 

As Jesus made his way to Jerusalem, he went along the border 
between Samaria and Galilee. He was going into a village when he 
was met by ten men suffering from a dreaded skin disease. They 

stood at a distance and shouted, “Jesus! Master! Have pity on us!” 
 

Jesus saw them and said to them, “Go and let the priests examine 
you.” 

 
On the way they were made clean. When one of them saw that he 
was healed, he came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw 
himself to the ground at Jesus' feet and thanked him. The man was 
a Samaritan. Jesus spoke up, “There were ten who were healed; 
where are the other nine? Why is this foreigner the only one who 

came back to give thanks to God?” And Jesus said to him, “Get up 
and go; your faith has made you well.” 

 

 
 

Hello everyone, 
 

Through today’s holy Gospel, our Lord teaches us the importance of 
gratitude. Too often, we are quick to note our grievances, but slow to 

count our blessings. 
 

The ten lepers were desperate to alert the Lord of their plight: 
tracking him down between villages and then shouting from a 

distance. They had heard of Jesus’ merciful and miraculous abilities 
and were determined to receive his help. Similarly, when we are 

despairing about tragic circumstances within our own lives, we may 
be quick to call upon the Lord, either through prayer or attending 

Mass. Like the ten lepers, we understand that our God is benevolent 
and will offer the love and support we need: 

 
“Find out for yourself how good the Lord is. 

    Happy are those who find safety with him.” 
(Psalm 34:8) 

 
However, when things are going well in our lives, we quickly neglect 
the Lord, in favour of earthly distractions. Why do we need to pray if 
our lives are successful and happy? Like the nine ungrateful lepers, 

we forget to thank the Lord for all that He continues to do for us.  
 

Sometimes, it seems that our praise and worship of the Lord is only 
done out of self-preservation; we only pray to Him if we need 
something. We can become like young children attempting to 

‘sweeten up’ their parents before asking for a new toy. Our prayerful 
words and songs of joy lack all sincerity if they immediately cease 
once a problem has been resolved. We happily take and take, but 
struggle to give back. The Book of Proverbs warns against this: 

 
“…All they do is think about what they would like to have. The 

righteous, however, can give, and give generously.” 
(Proverbs 21:26) 

 
Instead, we should follow the teachings of St Paul and St James, 

that praise and worship of the Lord is never-ending: 
 

“Let us, then, always offer praise to God as our sacrifice through 
Jesus, which is the offering presented by lips that confess him as 

Lord.” 
(Hebrews 13:15) 

 
We shouldn’t fail to notice the little things and thank the Lord for the 
other gifts in our lives. Let us not forget to thank Him for the air that 

we breathe, the land we walk, the people we meet and the beauty of 
all that surrounds us: 

 
“Every good gift and every perfect present comes from heaven; it 

comes down from God, the Creator of the heavenly lights, who does 
not change or cause darkness by turning.” 

(James 1:17) 
 

Year 10 Mass for the Start of the Year 
 

  
 

At the beginning of this week, pupils in Year 10 gathered together to 
celebrate their start of year Mass with Fr Elias from Erdington 

Abbey. 
 
A fantastic group of pupils in Year 10 volunteered to read the liturgy 

and did so with confidence, clarity and reverence. We heard from the 
prophet Ezekial, who explained that God has given us all we need: 

He has provided us with an obedient heart and filled us with His 
Spirit. Bryan, who read the introduction, encouraged us to use God’s 
gifts to succeed. He reminded us of the school’s mission statement, 
“Achieving together through Christ,” and explained that we should 

strive to seek out Jesus in all that we do. 
 

After sharing the Holy Gospel about the call of the fishermen, Fr 
Elias continued to contemplate on the secrets of success. He urged 
the children to, “Do what you need to do now, so you can do what 

you want to do later.” He explained that our Lord’s invitation to 
Simon Peter is also an invitation to us: if we follow Him now, we will 

enjoy His eternal reward later. 
 

Feast of the Archangels 
 

 
 

Last Thursday, 29th September, 2022 was the feast of the holy 
archangels, St Michael, St Raphael and St Gabriel. To 

commemorate this feast day in school, pupils were presented with 
an enlarged image of St Michael defeating the devil. In the Book of 

Revelation, we read: 
 

“Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, who fought back 
with his angels; but the dragon was defeated, and he and his angels 

were not allowed to stay in heaven any longer.” 
(Revelation 12:7-8) 

 
Although Satan was banished from our Lord’s Heavenly Kingdom, 

he remains prevalent on Earth.  
 



The pupils were asked to consider all that is evil in today’s world, 
before listing their ideas on the giant illustration, i.e. racism, sexism, 

global warming, loneliness, homelessness, etc. 
 

Next, I challenged the pupils to think about our weapons against 
Satan. How can we vanquish evil with our own actions, no matter 

how big or small? The pupils wrote these ideas on top of the image 
of St Michael. Importantly, none of the pupils suggested violent 
solutions. Instead they wrote ‘kindness’, ‘generosity’, ‘love’ and 

‘thoughtfulness’, etc. 
 

Upon completion of the activity, pupils were reminded that we are all 
called to serve God as St Michael does. It is everyone’s duty to 

defend good from the powers of evil. 
 

World Teacher Day 
 

 
 
On Wednesday, 5th October, the world celebrated all of its teachers. 
We were all prompted to reflect on the great work of the teachers in 
our lives. Our first teachers are often our parents, who help us learn 

to crawl, walk and talk. Next, we might learn from our friends and 
extended family members: how to share, maintain conversation and 

ask for help. Following this, we learn from our teachers at school. 
Over the course of 11 years, they help to form the adults we 

eventually become. Through them, we learn how to read, write, 
calculate sums, make music, perform theatre, tell the time and so 
on. Hopefully, they inspire us to discern our vocation. Without the 

teachers in our lives, we would have almost nothing. 
 

To mark World Teacher Day, pupils at St Edmund Campion were 
invited to an image of our Lord, Jesus. The pupils were questioned, 
“Why is Jesus Christ the greatest teacher ever?” Pupils responded 
with countless ideas, i.e. He is a fantastic story-teller; he doesn’t 
discriminate; he is merciful; he is loving; etc. Following this, they 

were instructed to think about their teachers in school: who shares 
these same qualities? To show their appreciation, pupils were given 
small hearts to gift to their favourite teachers. Pupils were absolutely 

thrilled to be able to express their love and gratitude to the people 
who live to serve them. All teachers, young or old, new or retired, 

qualified or not, embody our Lord’s message: 
 

“Whoever wants to be first must place himself last of all and be the 
servant of all.” 

(Mark 9:35) 
 

 
 

Get Involved Around School 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Feast Days 
 
 

            
           

           St John XXIII                       St Teresa of Avila  
        -11th October, 2022-   -15th October, 2022- 
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