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  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As we come to the conclusion of Christmastime we still have some feasts that are celebrated in 
the Church that are joyous and joyful. 
 

On the 6th January we celebrate the feast of the 
Epiphany when the three wise men from the East who 
followed the star to pay homage to the new born king 
brings an end to the nativity story. Their journey tells us 
that the birth of this baby who the visitors already were 
calling the ‘the king of the Jews’, was causing concern to 
those in authority - namely King Herod. The new born 
child was viewed by him as a threat to him politically 
and militarily. The power and authority that Jesus had 
was always misunderstood. It was never political and it 
was never with military power. His authority comes as 
the perfect example of servant leadership based on 
love, forgiveness and peace. No earthly authority or power could understand or cope with this. 
 

The Baptism of Jesus, which we celebrate this Sunday, marks 
the beginning of the public ministry of Jesus. In the gospel of 
John, the work of John the Baptist in preparing the way is told, 
and he testifies that Jesus who came to him to be baptised is, 
‘….the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.’  
 
The sacrifice that Jesus will ultimately make to save the world 
from itself is never far from what we read in the gospels. Our 
own baptisms set out our own path to be followers of Jesus, to 
become part of the kingdom of God and how we should live 
our lives.  
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Helping our Local Community 
 
Over the course of last term our students 
collected hundreds of items of food and other 
household items for the local Bethany 
Foodbank.  

 

A great example of this motivation to help our 
local community was Class 9B who decided to 
collect for the foodbank after discussions with 
school council members. Over £50 worth of 
food and money was donated by the class. 
Melissa, Ethan, Harvey, Mya, Ishmel, Adam, 
Mackenzie, Lily Mae, Ava were fabulous with 
donations or giving their time to preparing the 
hampers. 
A terrific effort by 9B, which was replicated 
across the whole school. 
 

Pictured above from left to right are Mackenzie, Adam,  
Melissa, Lily Mae and Ethan. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mickenzie and her family donated a 
complete hamper. 
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During Advent the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales encouraged us to reflect on our 

vocation – our calling to live a life of holiness in our every day lives. To help with this the 

National Office for Vocation produced a series of Advent reflections to make us think about the 

types of life that God can call individuals to. The reflection for Week 3 was not available before 

the Christmas break and was on the call to priesthood. The link to this is below: 

https://youtu.be/Ukp0ZKVOqR0 

 

 

What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities  
 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter: 

http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/01/Bulletin-2nd-Sunday-after-the-

Nativity-3-Jan-2020.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere: 

https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/christmas_sunday_ii.pdf 

 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s Church in Perry Common: 

https://www.stmgtmry.bham.sch.uk/newsletters/parish210103.pdf 

 

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding: 

Christ the King 

Newsletter.pdf
 

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley: 

https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-3rd-january-the-second-sunday-of-

christmas/ 

 

Mass Online 

You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday streamed live from St. Chad’s 
Cathedral and here is the link to access these: 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday mass available online after 12 midday 

every Saturday. Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the Redemptorist 

community in Chawton, Hampshire. 

www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 

https://youtu.be/Ukp0ZKVOqR0
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/01/Bulletin-2nd-Sunday-after-the-Nativity-3-Jan-2020.pdf
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/01/Bulletin-2nd-Sunday-after-the-Nativity-3-Jan-2020.pdf
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/christmas_sunday_ii.pdf
https://www.stmgtmry.bham.sch.uk/newsletters/parish210103.pdf
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-3rd-january-the-second-sunday-of-christmas/
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-3rd-january-the-second-sunday-of-christmas/
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online
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                               Gospel Reflection – The Baptism of the Lord – Mark 1:7-11 

 
The gospel of Mark is very clear to state who Jesus was from the outset. He 
tells us that a voice came from heaven a voice came from heaven telling Jesus: 
 
          “ You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.” 
 
Here we have Jesus clearly being identified to us as the Son of God. This 
proclamation however only comes after Jesus went to be baptised in the River 
Jordan by John the Baptist. As we know Jesus was that ‘someone’ who would 
follow him, be more powerful than him and that he would not be fit to kneel 
down and undo the strap of his sandals. Not only that but where John 

baptised with water, the one to follow will baptise with the Holy Spirit. 
 
The passage helps us to recall our own baptism when we were welcomed into the family of 
God, when the belief in God the Father and God the Son anointed by the Holy Spirit is 
professed. It is our duty to live out our lives becoming the people we are supposed to be 
through our baptism with Jesus as our example. 
 

Let us pray 

 
We are a community of memory that looks back; 
We are a community of Spirit that looks forward. 
It’s important, though not easy, 
to look back with kindness, 
and to look forward in hope. 
 
The old year has closed down and a new year just begun. 
Let us hand over the past to God for his healing blessing. 
Let us ask the Lord to face the future with us 
because we do not want to face it alone. 
 
Let us pray for each other,  
and for all those we love and cherish: 
that each one might know the promise of the Lord 
that brings the Gospel to a close: 
“Know this, I will be with you even unto the end of the world.” 


