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Luke 2:1-14 
 

“This is my own dear Son, with whom I am 

pleased.” 
 

At that time Jesus arrived from Galilee and came to 

John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. But John 

tried to make him change his mind. “I ought to be 

baptized by you,” John said, “and yet you have come 

to me!” 

 

But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so for now. For in 

this way we shall do all that God requires.” So John 

agreed. 

 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the 

water. Then heaven was opened to him, and he saw 

the Spirit of God coming down like a dove and lighting 

on him. Then a voice said from heaven, “This is my 

own dear Son, with whom I am pleased.” 
 

 
 

Merry Christmas everyone! 

 

Although Christmas is marked on all calendars as 

December 25th, as Christians we are encouraged to 

celebrate Christmas all-year-round. As a school, we 

will continue to celebrate Christmastide until the feast 

of Candlemas, the presentation of our Lord in the 

Temple, on February 2nd, 2023. 

 

Sunday’s Gospel recounts one of the Luminous 

Mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary, the Baptism of our 

Lord. The Luminous Mysteries were instituted by St 

John Paul II in 2002, as part of his apostolic letter, 

‘Rosarium Virginis Mariae’. Whereas the Joyful 

Mysteries recall the joy of our Lord’s birth and nativity 

and the Sorrowful Mysteries remind us of Christ’s 

suffering and death, the Luminous Mysteries are 

moments within our Lord’s life that were utterly eye-

opening. The term, ‘luminous’, suggests a light being 

switched on: after living in darkness for so long, Christ 

brought life to the world again.  

 

The Baptism of our Lord was illuminating in two ways: 

a voice from Heaven and a physical embodiment of 

the Holy Spirit revealed Christ’s true, divine nature; 

and, additionally, this marked the beginning of Jesus’ 

ministry on earth, which would ultimately vanquish 

death and restore light to all people. St Paul writes of 

Christ’s light in his letter to the Ephesians: 

 

“You yourselves used to be in the darkness, but since 

you have become the Lord's people, you are in the 

light.” 

(Ephesians 5:8) 

 

Those who gathered at the banks of the River Jordan 

would have seen an incredible light appear as our Lord 

arose from the water. This light revealed Jesus to them 

and many left John the Baptist to become his followers 

on this day, along with St Andrew, brother of Simon 

Peter. This light may not have looked too dissimilar to 

the light which shone down from Heaven on the night 

of our Lord’s birth: 

 

“An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone over them.” 

(Luke 2:9) 

 

Our Lord is often distinguished by this heavenly light. 

The same light appears at his Transfiguration atop of 

Mount Tabor. At Christmas, we celebrate the light of 

Christ coming into the world, however our celebrations 

should never cease since the light of Christ is still with 

us. By dying on the cross to save us from our sins, 

Jesus ensured that His light would shine forever: 

 

““I am the light of the world,” he said. “Whoever follows 

me will have the light of life and will never walk in 

darkness.”” 

(John 8:12) 

 

 Today, we are the light of Christ. Through our words 

and actions, we are called to illuminate the lives of 

others and let our Lord be known: 

 

“I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 

    so that all the world may be saved.” 

(Acts 13:47) 
 

Memorial for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
 

 
 

On Saturday, 31st December, 2022, Pope Emeritus 

Benedict XVI sadly passed away in Vatican City. 

 



Pope Benedict XVI was born Joseph Alois Ratzinger in 

Germany, 1927. At the age of 78, he was elected as 

Pope, bishop of Rome and head of the Roman 

Catholic Church. He was the eldest pope to be elected 

in nearly 300 years. Since his ordination to the 

priesthood in 1951, at the age of 24, Joseph Alois 

Ratzinger continued to play a significant role in 

preserving and promoting Catholic doctrine. In addition 

to this, he built upon the successes of John Paul II in 

establishing stronger relationships with other religions, 

including Islam, Judaism and other Christian 

denominations. In 2013, Pope Benedict XVI made 

history once again by becoming the first pope to resign 

from his duties in over 500 years, due to increasing 

health concerns. Today, he is remembered fondly as a 

distinguished theologian and as a humble servant of 

God. 

 

To remember him, a small memorial was created 

outside the chapel. Pupils were invited to pray for him, 

with the words: 

 

“…In Your wise and loving care, You made Your 

servant teacher of all Your Church. He did the work of 

Christ on earth. May Your Son welcome him into 

eternal glory…” 

 

On Thursday morning, we joined with millions around 

the world, in praying for the safe repose of his soul. 

The whole school community gathered on the 

playground to hear of his life, teachings and love of 

Christ. In silence and reverence, we gave thanks for 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI’s instrumental work in the 

Catholic Church and for his inspiration to each one of 

us. We prayed that he may now rejoice in eternal glory 

with Jesus, Lord and Saviour of all. 
 

 
 

The Feast of the Epiphany 
 

On Friday, we continued our Christmas celebrations by 

gathering for holy Mass on the feast of the Epiphany. 

On this day, we remember the journey of the three 

wise men and their encounter with the infant Jesus. 

We remember their humility before the new born king 

and their selfless offerings of gold, frankincense and 

myrrh. During Mass, pupils were encouraged to think 

about their own humility before God and before others. 

They were challenged to make their own offerings to 

God: what gifts and talents can they share with the 

Lord? What sacrifices can be made to better enable 

God’s will on Earth? 

 

We are extremely grateful to Monsignor Tim, Dean of 

St Chad’s Cathedral, who presided over our special 

celebration of Mass. 
 

 
 

Get Involved Around School 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Feast Days 
  

 

St Hilary 

-13th January, 2023- 
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